Granite State Division 
Society of American Foresters

Executive Committee

November 13, 2007

Present:  Patrick Hackley – Chair, Dick Weyrick – Vice Chair, Dave Pilla – Past Chair, Matt Tansey – Treasurer, Wendy Scribner – Education Director, Pete Howland -NESAF and Janice Mulherin – Secretary
Absent:  George Frame – NESAF,
1.  Minutes:  Accepted as presented
2. Newsletter:  There will be two attachments to the newsletter, the position statement and the sponsorship letter.  We need to see if we can change the title of the guide we are working on to:  Forest Guide in the Northeast.  

3.  Awards:  NESAF award nominations are due November 17th.  Wendy needs two letters of support for the Integrity in Conservation nomination she has been working on.  TOA has agreed to write one, SPNH will be asked if they will be the other.  Copies will be to be to Wendy be Thursday.

4.  NESAF Grant:  Dick will check on cost to print (2,000 – 2,5oo copies) Guide to Forestry in the NE.  He will forward final application to Patrick.  There may be other funding opportunities such as SFI, Granite State Woodlands, TOA etc.

5.  Winter Meeting:  February 15, 2008.   Sarah Smith has agreed to be moderator for the topic of Markets.  We will ask Jeff Easterly (Softwood Mkts), Dan Harrison (Hardwood Mkts), Tony Lyons (Low Grade), and either Rick DeMark or Peter Bloomfield (BioEnergy).

6.  Timber land Owners Association:  Jasen Stock and Ned Therrien met with us to discuss our mutual interests.  Ned had read SAF’s Future Challenges for Foresters, Outcome and Actions (copies on line) and felt that both organizations had similar concerns and that the strength of NH is the willingness of groups to work together to solve mutual problems.  These are issues that neither SAF or TOA can solve be themselves but maybe by working with other groups we can.  Some of the questions raised were:  

· Is there a way to communicate effectively and efficiently with SAF members over the issues?

· Are there more share training opportunities?

· How can we better work together?

· Can we share mailing lists?

· Why are there conflicts within conservation groups? Why are questions on such issues as vernal pools and Heritage Inventory regarded as conflict between groups?

· Can we/should we strengthen the tie between TOA and GSD/SAF?  Should we have a formalized agreement?

· We pointed out that we are a volunteer organization with no staff.  Can we get some administrative support from TOA? 
5.  Membership:  Dick has about 18-20 students looking for sponsorship.  The form will go with the newsletter.  

8.  Treasurer:  Accepted as presented.  Matt reported that we a $5,000  nine month CD.  
6.  SAF: Patrick reported on his trip to the National Convention 
Next meeting:  December 11, 2007 at 9:00 am  

Agenda Items to include:  Forester of the Year






   Officers 






   Tree Farm Representative

Respectfully submitted, 

Janice Mulherin

Secretary

