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 Sudden Oak Death in the East?!  
A silent threat may loom over New Eng-
land’s forests—a disease w ith the potential to 
cause devastation rivaling chestnut blight or 
Dutch elm disease. Caused by a fungus-like 
organism that produces leaf spots and blight, 
it infects a variety of trees, shrubs, and land-
scape plants. Though most species that suffer 
symptoms survive, one group of trees faces 
almost certain mortality—the mighty red 
oaks. A valuable source of timber as well as 
food and habitat for wildlife, red oaks oc-
cupy over 1.5 mill ion acres in New England. 

Until recently this disease, Sudden Oak Death (SOD), had been confined to the west 
coast, where it has killed tens of thousands of trees. However, recent discoveries of 
SOD in California nurseries that have shipped material all across the country, along 
w ith confirmed reports of infected plants at nurseries in 13 States, have heightened 
concerns that this devastating pathogen may have been transported to New England. 
Fortunately, all confirmed reports to date are limited to nursery plants; SOD does not 
yet appear to have spread to forested areas outside of the west coast. 

In 2003, preliminary surveys of eastern nurs-
eries and forests by the USDA Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service and the 
USDA Forest Service were negative. How-
ever, the number of surveys scheduled for 
2004 has increased dramatically following the 
grim findings in California. As part of a na-
tional effort, State crews from New England 
were trained in Rhode Island on the identific- 

(Continued on page 3) 

Leaf spots caused by Phytophthora ramorum on rhodo-
dendrom. Leaf spot margins caused by this are often fuzzy 
rather than sharply defined.—USDA Forest Service Photo 

In California Phytophthora ramormum causes crown symp-
toms and tree mortality—USDA Forest Service Photo 
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Sudden Oak Death (Continued from page 1) 

ation of suspect plant materials and will begin 
surveys in early June. 

A lso called Ramorum blight, Sudden Oak 
Death affects a variety of shrubs that in turn 
provide the innoculum for the fungus to infect 
nearby oaks, causing tree mortality. Individu-
als who have recently received camellias, 
viburnums, or rhododendrons from any 
west coast nursery should inspect them for 
symptoms of spotting and dieback. Unfor-
tunately, many different diseases causing 
similar symptoms can be found on these 
plants, so distinguishing symptoms re-
sulting from Sudden Oak Death is ex-
tremely difficult. Because of the catastro-
phic potential of this disease on oak trees 
and forests, however, individuals with 
recently installed plants showing symp-
toms should contact their State agricul-
ture department for further direction. 

More details, including a pest alert leaflet on 
Sudden Oak Death and a section on Frequently 
Asked Questions, are available on the Forest 
Service’s Web site at http:/ / www.fs.fed.us/
na/ durham/  under News.—Helen Thompson, 
USDA Forest Service 

OUR MISSION  A S FORESTERS IS TO BE RESPON SIBLE STEWARDS OF THE EARTH ’S FORESTS WH ILE MEETING SOCIETY’S 
VITAL NEEDS.  THE CHALLENGE OF OUR MISSION  LIES IN  KEEPING FOREST ECOSYSTEMS HEALTHY AND INTA CT 
WHILE CONCURREN TLY DRAWING ON  THEIR RESOURCES.  WE WILL MEET TH IS CHA LLENGE BY CAREFULLY MON I-

TORING AND MA NAGING THE EFFECTS OF NATURAL AND HUMAN  FORCES ON  THE FOREST.  OUR DECISIONS WILL BE 
GUIDED BY OUR PROFESSIONAL KNOWLEDGE, OUR COMPASSION  FOR ALL LIVING THINGS, OUR DESIRE TO IMPROVE 
CITIZENS’ LIVES, AN D OUR RESPECT AN D CONCERN  FOR TH E ENTIRE FOREST ECOSYSTEM.  BY A DVANCING  FOR-

ESTRY SCIENCE, EDUCATION , TECHN OLOGY, AND THE PRACTICE OF FORESTRY, NE SAF WILL PROVIDE THE LEADER-

SHIP TO ACH IEVE ITS MISSION . 

The Temperate Forest Foundation  
The Foundation is seeking a new President and 
CEO as Bob Legg, its current President and 
CEO, is retiring.  Director Chad Oliver requests 
members to “ please inform anyone you know 
who may be interested and qualified for this 
position.”     

The Temperate Forest Foundation (http:/ /
www.forestinfo.org/ ) provides information in 

the form of information 
bulletins (“ Eco-
Links” ), videos, 
K-12 teachers’ 
tours, and other 
creative venues 
to the public and 
to those commu-
nicating with the 
public.  It is sup-
ported by public 
contributions and 
prides itself on its 

cr ed ibi l i t y and timeliness. It 
is headquartered in the Portland area of Ore-
gon, but is active nationwide.   

The position is ideal for someone with experi-
ence in industry or the NGO community who 
is looking for a fulfilling position leading a 
highly respected foundation. For more infor-
mation, or a position description, contact Chad 
at: 
  
Chad Oliver 
Yale University 
School of Forestry and Environmental Studies 
360 Prospect Street 
New Haven, CT   06511   USA 
        tel:  (203) 432 - 7409 
        FAX:  (203) 432-3809 
        Cell:  (206) 755-1388 
        email:  chad.oliver@yale.edu  

Advertising in the NEWS QUARTERLY 
 

Business Card                                         $30/ issue 

¼  Page                                                    $50/ issue 

1/ 3 Page                                                   $70/ issue 

½ Page                                                     $90/ issue 

Discount 10% for four issue commitment and 
15% discount to legitimate advertising agents.  
Invoices sent upon publication, net 30 days.  
Copy due the 15th of month prior to publication 
month.  See publication schedule elsewhere this 
issue.  Please contact Brad Wyman, Editor. 

Want ed—Websit e Cont r ibut ions!  

I f  you have document s or pic-t ures t hat  should be post ed on nesaf .org please cont act  L indsey Sant ianello, at  603.224.3306 or space@conknet .com 
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BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION 
Quarterly Theme 

Conservation Biology 
Malcolm Hunter, Jr., Libra Professor of Conser-
vation Biology, University of Maine, Orono ME 

What is Conservation Biology? 
Conservation biology is the applied science of 
maintaining the earth’s biological diversity.  A 
simpler, more obvious definition – biology as 
applied to conservation issues – would be 
rather misleading because conservation biol-
ogy is both more and less than this.  First, it is 
not just a subset of biology.  Conservation biol-
ogy is cross-disciplinary, reaching far beyond 
biology into subjects such as philosophy, eco-
nomics, and sociology – disciplines that are 
concerned with the social environment in 
which we practice conserva-
tion – as well as into subjects 
such as law and education that 
determine the ways we imple-
ment conservation.  On the 
other hand, there are many 
biological aspects of conserva-
tion, such as biological re-
search on how to grow timber, 
improve water quality, or 
graze livestock, that are only 
tangentially related to conser-
vation biology. 

Thirty years ago maintaining biological diver-
sity meant saving endangered species from ex-
tinction and was considered a small compo-
nent of conservation completely overshadowed 
by forestry, soil and water conservation, fish 
and game management, and related disci-
plines.  Now, with so many species at risk and 
the idea of biological diversity extending to 
genes, ecosystems, and other biological enti-
ties, conservation biology has moved into the 
spotlight as the crisis discipline focused upon 
saving life on earth, perhaps the major issue of 
our times. 

What is Biodiversi ty? 
Definitions of biodiversity usually go one step 
beyond the obvious – the diversity of life – and 
define biodiversity as the diversity of life in all 
its forms, and at all levels of organization.  “ In 

all its forms”  reminds us that biodiversity in-
cludes plants, invertebrate animals, fungi, bac-
teria, and other microorganisms, as well as the 
vertebrates that garner most of the attention.  
“ A ll levels of organization”  indicates that bio-
diversity refers to the diversity of genes and 
ecosystems, as well as species diversity.   

M aintaining Biodiversi ty 
Managing ecosystems to maintain biodiversity 
requires a mixture of different approaches in-
cluding: protecting natural ecosystems in re-
serves; combining biodiversity conservation 
and commodity production (e.g., forestry and 
fisheries) in modified, semi-natural ecosys-
tems; managing cultivated and built ecosys-

tems to ensure that they effi-
ciently provide for human 
well-being without having a 
negative impact on other eco-
systems; and restoring de-
graded ecosystems.  For pro-
tected ecosystems the key 
issues are selecting reserves 
that will protect a representa-
tive array of ecosystems, de-
signing reserves (e.g., decid-
ing on their size, shape, and 
location with respect to other 
types of ecosystems), and 

managing the reserves to maintain their natu-
ral structure and function (e.g., controlling ex-
otic species and human visitors).   

Modified ecosystems dominate the earth’s sur-
face, and thus it is essential that they provide 
habitat for most biota in addition to connec-
tivity among reserves.  This can be accom-
plished if these ecosystems are managed in a 
way that is as consistent as possible with natu-
ral processes, for example, logging forests in a 
manner designed to mimic the role of natural 
disturbances. Cultivated and built ecosystems 
do provide habitat for some species, but they 
are generally not species jeopardized with ex-
tinction.  Conservationists need to ensure that 
these ecosystems are safe, enjoyable places for 
people to live and produce most of their needs 

(Continued on page 5) 

Photo courtesy of A. Reinmann 

- Dr. Laura Kenefic, Theme Editor 
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§  Attempts to decrease large-scale distur-
bance 

§  Unintentional shifts in disturbance 
4. Alteration of species composition 
§  Preferential cultivation or destruction of 

native species 
§  Introduction of nonnative species 

It is evident that urbanization is a clear and 
dominant trend that will continue to character-
ize our species and the biodiversity of Earth.  
Ecologists have traditionally treated human 
social systems as separable from ecological sys-
tems and have traditionally treated anthropo-
genic impacts on biodiversity as an exogenous, 
rather than endogenous, perturbing force.  But 
as an increasing number of the Earth’s ecosys-
tems come under the influence of these highly 
populated human habitats, and as an increas-
ing number of species are influenced by the 
manipulations (either intentional or uninten-
tional) of humans as they shape and respond to 
their surroundings, the scientific community 
will- we predict- discover that understanding 
the future of biodiversity of the planet- not just 
in cities- will require treating Homo sapiens as 
an interacting member of ecological communi-
ties, and not as a species that stands apart from 
them.  Cities are an ideal environment for ex-
amining humans as integral parts of ecological 
systems, and therefore serve as an ideal prov-
ing ground for the theories of how human ac-
tivities will influence biodiversity patterns in 
the future. 

From: Kinzig, A.P. and J.M. Grove.  2001.  Urban-
Suburban Ecology.  In: Encyclopedia of Biodiver-
sity, V. 5.  Academic Press.  Reprinted with permis-
sion from the author. 

Biodiversi ty In and Around Urban 
Areas 
J. Morgan Grove, USDA Forest Service, North-
eastern Research Station, Burlington VT 

Once an urban center has been established, hu-
man population densities and activities can af-
fect biodiversity in many ways – both increas-
ing and decreasing the variety of flora and 
fauna.  These impacts span a variety of spatial 
scales.  Thus we can discuss the alteration of 
biodiversity in the urban centers or surround-
ing suburban regions, or examine the impacts 
at the landscape level due to the import and 
procurement of resources from surrounding 
rural regions to urban areas or the export of 
pollution or heat.  Moreover, the effects on bio-
diversity span both ecological and evolution-
ary time scales.  Finally, the intensity of im-
pacts can vary- from the complete loss of spe-
cies to the creation of entirely new ecosystem 
complexes to less obvious alterations in the ge-
netic makeup of populations. 

Characteristics of the environment vary within 
and across ecosystems and influence commu-
nity composition- resource availability, envi-
ronmental heterogeneity, disturbance regimes, 
invasion dynamics, inter-specific interactions, 
and habitat area and connectivity.  Humans 
alter all of these determinants of biodiversity, 
and thus alter patterns of biodiversity within 
and around urban systems.  In addition, hu-
mans create, alter, or destroy habitats in urban 
centers.  Thus human influences on biodiver-
sity fall into at least four categories: 

1. Alteration of habitat 
§  Destruction of habitat 
§  Creation of habitat 
§  Fragmentation of habitat 
2. Alteration of resource flows 
§  Reduction in net primary production 
§  Increase in regional temperature 
§  Mobilization and concentration of nutri-

ents 
§  Dispersion of toxins 
§  Diversions of water and changes in timing 

of availability 
§  Degradation of water quality 
3. Alteration of disturbance regimes 
§  Increases in small-scale disturbance 

Quarterly Theme 

Conservation Biology(Continued from page 4) 

so that the pressure on other ecosystems is 
minimized.  Finally, all of the activities de-
scribed above can only maintain the status quo; 
if we want to improve an ecosystem that has 
been degraded by human activities we must 
turn to restoration ecologists who are devising 
many methods for restoring ecosystems.  

Modified from: Hunter, M.L. Jr.  Fundamentals of 
Conservation Biology.  Blackwell Science, Inc.  Re-
printed with permission from the author. 
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Biodiversi ty Conservation on State-
Owned Forestland in M assachusetts 
John Scanlon, MassWildlife, Westborough, MA 

Simply put, ‘biodiversity’ is the variety of l ife 
and related processes. That includes all plant 
and animal species, natural  communities 
(recurrent assemblages of plants and animals), 
nutrient cycles, water cycles, etc., etc.. How do 
we go about conserving all of this – especially 
when some components of biodiversity such as 
invertebrate animal species are poorly studied or 
even undiscovered?  

One way to begin is to accept that our knowl-
edge is incomplete, but to understand that we 
do know enough to begin. Natural ecosystems 
that are un-impacted by people (if there is such a 
thing in the world today) are generally thought 
to maintain a full component of biodiversity. 
Within ecosystems that are impacted by people, 
such as the 500,000 acres of state-owned forest-
land in Massachusetts, we can make a concerted 
effort to incorporate structural patterns found in 
natural systems into managed forests. We can 
also make a commitment to establish a system of 
forest reserves where human impact is mini-
mized, and natural processes are allowed to un-
fold to the greatest degree possible. This allows 
biological monitoring of plant and animal com-
munities on actively managed lands to be as-
sessed relative to communities in reserves. Ide-
ally, we will be able to maintain the same com-
munities on managed lands as are found in re-
serves. 

Massachusetts recently became the first state in 
the Nation to have all of its public lands certified 
to the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) stan-
dard for sustainable forestry. An important com-
ponent of the FSC standard involves conserva-
tion of biodiversity. In order to meet this compo-
nent of certification, state-owned forestlands in 
Massachusetts are uti l izing retention-based har-
vesting where portions of a mature forest can-
opy are retained through one or more future ro-
tations. This practice diversifies forest structure, 
provides shaded microclimates throughout har-
vested sites, sustains den and cavity trees, and 
ultimately increases the amount of coarse woody 
debris in the forest. In addition, efforts are being 
made to establish a better working relationship 
between state management foresters and ecolo-
gists with the Massachusetts Natural Heritage 

and Endangered Species Program. This relation-
ship should enhance the long-term conservation 
of rare species and unique natural communities. 

Another important undertaking to conserve bio-
diversity on state-owned forestlands is the des-
ignation of reserves where no timber extraction 
will occur. An extensive GIS effort is underway 
to identi fy potential reserve sites that include 
multiple examples of the full range of forest 
types and conditions that occur in Massachu-
setts. Through an open public process, high pri-
ority reserve sites will be determined. Ulti-
mately, more than 100,000 acres of state-owned 
land is expected to be designated as forest re-
serves. 

Eventually, Massachusetts expects to harvest 
more than 20 mill ion board feet annually from 
its state-owned forestlands, and also expects to 
maintain the full component of biodiversity as-
sociated with these lands. Active silviculture 
provides opportunities to maintain viable popu-
lations of wildlife species that are associated 
with early-seral habitats. Given that natural dis-
turbance processes such as fire and flooding that 
formerly provided early-seral habitats have been 
substantially curtailed by people, active manage-
ment can provide surrogate habitats to benefit 
wildlife species experiencing long-term popula-
tion declines. In fact, multiple benefits accrue 
from active forest management. Valuable habitat 
is created while renewable wood products are 
generated that sustain rural economies. Pres-
ently, wood products harvested from Massachu-
setts forestlands account for less than 5% of 
wood consumption in the state. Over time, M as-
sachusetts can substantially reduce its depend-
ence on imported wood while realizing impor-
tant habitat benefits. 

At the same time, forest reserves will ultimately 
provide habitat for species and processes associ-
ated with late-seral habitats, and will also pro-
vide unique recreational and spiritual opportu-
nities for people. Forest reserves are an essential  
component of biodiversity conservation, and re-
serve function will be enhanced by maintaining 
surrounding buffers composed of extensive 
working forestland. Taken together, managed 
forestlands and forest reserves will provide a 
full range of ecological, economic, and social  
benefits to the citizens of Massachusetts. 

Quarterly Theme 
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Biodiversi ty and Smal l  Woodlands – 
Opportuni ties for Connecting to the 
Forest 
Roger Monthey, USDA Forest Service, State 
and Private Forestry, Durham, NH 

I recently presented a talk on the ecological 
and natural history values of woodlands in ur-
banizing areas at the NESAF Annual Meeting 
in Quebec. A focus of my talk was the impor-
tance of conserving and managing woodlands 
and their associated biota. Some of the organ-
isms that I discussed included fungi, w ildflow-
ers and shrubs, lichens, mosses and liverworts, 
and wildlife. I believe that increasing our per-
sonal knowledge of these spe-
cies, and their important eco-
logical and natural history val-
ues, will lead to greater appre-
ciation of them. This, in turn, 
will lead to more engaged and 
responsible woodland stew-
ardship.  

What do I mean by ecological 
and natural history values? 
Ecological value refers to the 
functional importance of or-
ganisms in ecosystems. Natural history values 
include the inherent uniqueness and beauty of 
these organisms as well as their uses as food, 
medicine, etc. Evidence that our ancestors 
knew about and depended on these organisms 
was found on the Iceman, a mummified indi-
vidual located in a glacier in the Northern A lps 
in the 1990s. The Iceman, aged by carbon dat-
ing as over 5300 years old, had 17 trees and 
shrubs and 2 fungi on his body, many of which 
were being used for utilitarian purposes. 

Woodlands serve as great outdoor laboratories 
for people living in urbanizing areas to in-
crease their Stewardship IQ and to feel more 
directly connected to the land. Maintaining 
connectedness to the land is critically impor-
tant for our youth, especially in  urbanizing 
areas where opportunities to understand and 
experience woodland values are diminishing. 
Active management will enhance the long-
term health of woodlands, and if done appro-
priately, can enhance many of the species that 
inhabit them.  

Wildflowers are an important component of 
biodiversity in New England. Spring ephemer-
als, for example, are an important group in 
northern hardwood forests. These plants 
flower before dense shade develops. The forest 
floor may appear quite barren during times of 
dense shade, but some plants, such as wood-
land asters, are adaptive to lesser amounts of 
light and develop as the season progresses. 
Wildflowers add greatly to the spice of life.  
Their various colors and shapes are splashed as 
from an artist’s brush throughout your wood-
lands, and provide moments of pleasure and 
appreciation to you as you walk your forest 
trails.  

Shrubs are also a major 
growth form under many for-
est stands and, like wildflow-
ers, can be excellent indicators 
of site conditions. Shrubs are 
distinct from young tree re-
generation because they do 
not develop into tree-size 
forms (although some can get 
quite large). Of course, being 
able to distinguish young tree 
regeneration from the shrubs 

that grow in your woodland can tell you a lot 
about what your woodland will look like in the 
future. Shrubs and young tree regeneration are 
important components of vertical and horizon-
tal diversity in woodlands; and provide impor-
tant nesting cover and food for wildlife. The 
important values that plants provide to us and 
the environment are discussed at the website: 
http:/ / www.fs.fed.us/ biology/ plants/ celeb.
html. 

Fortunately, the value of woodlands as an es-
cape from suburban pressures and for wood-
land education has been recognized by local 
grassroots organizations, woodland owner or-
ganizations, regional conservation organiza-
tions, and governmental agencies. There are 
many examples of woodlands that have been 
conserved in urbanizing areas and of educa-
tional efforts to teach us about woodland val-
ues. However, we need to increase the extent 
of conserved and sustainably managed wood-
lands in the face of unrelenting development 
pressures.  

Quarterly Theme 

Photo courtesy of M. Johnson 
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DIVISION NEWS 

MAINE Division— Marc Johnson 

Forestry/Agroforestry Conference 
The second Forestry/Agroforestry Conference 
will be at Messalonskee High School, Oakland, 
ME on June 25 –26, 2004.  Browse through 
our trade show vendors of the latest in forestry 
products, service providers and woodlot man-
agement equipment.  Friday afternoon, listen 
to our keynote speaker, enjoy a specially pre-
pared dinner, relax to the music of 
“Woodsong” with traditional and contemporary 
songs from the heart of Maine's North.  Attend 
any four of the twenty seminars offered on Sat-
urday, with lunch provided.  The two-day trade 
show, special speakers, seminars, lunch on 
Saturday, and light refreshments for both days 
are included in the extremely reasonable regis-
tration fee of $20.00 per person. If you would 
like to attend the Friday night dinner, there is 
an additional cost of $10.00 per person.  

Cut”  law, designed to deter “ Heavy Cutting.”  
It requires management plans similar to 
Maine’s law, and gives Vermont a mechanism 
to monitor the activity. In seven years, there 
have been 499 applications involving about 
85,000 acres, representing 0.2 percent of Ver-
mont’s forested land. 

Philip Bryce stated that NH has no liquidation 
harvesting law. They have discussed the prob-
lem continuously over the last 10 years, but he 
believes that the State Forester’s efforts are bet-
ter spent “ promoting both land conservation 
and forest stewardship”  through education 
and incentives. 

The field tour at the Bartlett Experimental For-
est was hosted by Bi l l  leak , M ariko Yamasak i, 
and Chris Costello who described northern 
hardwood ecology and 70-plus years of silvi-
culture management on this unique field labo-
ratory in Northern New Hampshire. The tour 
visited small group/ patch selections, a 52-year 
old “ liquidation harvest”  that has developed 
into a nice valuable large-pole stand, a 15-acre 
clearcut, an individual-tree selection, a 70-year 
old clearcut with pre-commercial thinning at 

M ESAF Spring M eeting 
The Spring Meeting began with dinner and an 
evening program on “ Liquidation Harvesting”  
on May 27th and spent the 28th visiting the Bart-
lett Experimental Forest to discuss “ Northern 
Hardwood Silviculture.”  The evening panel, 
moderated by Bob Seymour, included Phi l ip 
Bryce, NH State Forester, A lec Gi f f in, Direc-
tor, ME Forest Service, and Brian Stone, VT 
Chief of Forest Management.  

Giffin explained that his  focus has been on liq-
uidation harvesting since he took office. He de-
scribed Governor Baldacci’s commitment to 
improving forestry and protecting ME forests. 
Maine’s new Liquidation Harvesting law de-
fines Liquidation Harvesting as “ the purchase 
of timberland followed by a harvest that re-
moves most or all commercial value in stand-
ing timber, without regard for long-term forest 
management principles, and the subsequent 
sale or attempted resale of the harvested land 
within 5 years.”   The ME Forest Service esti-
mates that the total land area affected annually 
ranges from 12,000-54,000 acres. 

Brian Stone discussed Vermont’s “ Intent to 

Bill Leak Holds Forth—Photo by Ron Lemin 
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Seeking Panelists In Edmonton 
We have heard from Leo Laferriere about a program he is working on for Edmonton and he’s 
looking for your help.  Here’s what he writes… 
 

“I just received notice from the Edmonton convention program planning team that a proposal 
I made has been accepted.  It's a professional development project, for the benefit of stu-
dents, titled "Career Experiences in Forestry."  The program is a 45 minute presentation by a 
three to five member panel with diverse backgrounds (field, research, academia, govern-
ment, industry, etc.).  The format is very short career-experience presentations by the panel-
ists, followed by an open question period from the students.  I'm looking for potential panel-
ists of varied backgrounds who plan the trip to Edmonton.  I'll likely try to find at least one Ca-
nadian panelist, but I'd like to hear from NY-NE folks as well. “  
 

age 25, and a recent commercial thinning in 
2003, a 3-acre patch cut to maintain an aspen 
component, and ended with a goshawk nesting 
area in a pine/ hemlock stand. 

Discussion ranged from limiting beech regen-
eration using the larger group/ patch cuts ver-
sus the single tree selection, to requiring larger 
harvested areas (around 15 acres), w ith resid-
ual slash, to maximize the population of early 
succession bird species, bats, and browse and/
or food availability for larger mammals. It was 
enlightening to see the quality timber pro-
duced from clearcuts in 1934 and 1952, and 
how we will continue to manage them to rota-
tion ages of 100-120 years, producing 16-18 
inch sawtimber. 

Our hosts emphasized the need to provide a 
wide array of silvicultural options to guarantee 
habitat diversity for all w ildlife species while 
managing the hardwood resource for timber 
quality and value.—Ron Lemin 

M aine Governor Approves “ Liquidation Har-
vesting”  Rules 
Governor John Baldacci has approved a new 
set of rules to take effect in January, 2005 and 
meant to substantially eliminate so-called 
“ liquidation harvesting”  within five years.  
Supporters of the initiative say the practice 
fragments the forest, compromises wildlife 
habitat and hurts outdoor recreation. Wood-
land owners who practice sustainable harvest-
ing say the practice floods the market with 
low-cost wood from questionable harvesting.   

The new rules require landowners who want 
to buy, cut and sell parcels within five years to 

do one of the following: 
·      Limit harvesting to 50% of the merchant-

able timber. High-grading is not allowed. 
·      Have a harvest plan signed by a licensed 

forester.   
·      Use a logger or forester who has completed 

a training course accredited by the Maine 
Forest Service. 

Legislators also approved a companion bill  
providing for strict penalties for landowners 
who violate the new rules for liquidation har-
vesting. Landowners stand to lose all economic 
gain from a harvest that is found to violate the 
new rules. The rules contain 12 exemptions, 
including owners of parcels that are 20 acres or 
less, owners who have a total of 100 acres or 
less statewide and owners who have their for-
est management activities certified by an inde-
pendent third party. For more information visit 
http:/ / www.maineforestservice.org.  -  Source: 
Central Maine Newspapers, May 26, 2004. 

Focus Species Workshop 
In April and May, the Maine Audubon, Small 
woodland Owners of Maine, the Professional 
Logging Contractors of Maine and the Maine 
Forest Service co-sponsored a series of work-
shops on a multi-species approach to integrat-
ing timber management and biodiversity. 
Speaker Rob Bryan, Maine Audubon and SAF 
member, developed the management guide 
that was used at the seminar. The  strategy is to 
focus on the habitat needs of one or two wild-
life species with large territories, such as the 
goshawk. Thus, the habitat needs of many 
other wildlife  species are also met, along with 
biodiversity goals. For example, by focusing on 
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http://www:mesaf.org 

***  Field Tour Announcement *** 
Wednesday, August 4, 2004 

 

NESAF members are invited to attend a tour of silvicultural research on the Penobscot Experimental Forest 
in Bradley and Eddington, Maine. View and discuss research by the Forest Service and the University of 
Maine. Topics include shelterwood and selection silviculture, thinning, diameter-limit cutting, restoring de-
graded stands, and the effects of management on ecosystem structure and function, including habitats of in-
sects and amphibians. 
 

Participants should meet at 8:30 AM at the USDA Forest Service office on Government Road about ¼-mile 
east of Maine Highway 178 in Bradley. The tour will end by 4:00 PM. Bring a lunch; we’ ll eat in the woods. 
Come prepared to hear the latest results from research that has been going on from 2 to 50 years. Here is a 
chance to ask questions, learn new things, get great ideas, and tell researchers what concerns need more at-
tention. 

 

RSVP, or for more information: John Brissette (jbrissette@fs.fed.us or 603-868-7632) 
Hosted by Working Group D (Management and Utilization) 

the larger goshawk habitat one is helping to 
create habitat for ruffed grouse and a host of 
songbirds, while still being able to manage the 
woodland for wood products. About half of 
the attendees at the Augusta session were land-
owners interested in wildlife management of 
their woodlots, suggesting a key ownership 
goal for many. Working with wildlife manage-
ment objectives is an excellent method to help 
foresters reach landowners to help them man-
age their lands sustainably. For more informa-
tion, or a copy of “ Focus Species Forestry,”  
contact Rob Bryan, Maine Audubon, at 
rbryan@maineaudubon.org or (207) 781-2330.     

Tree Farm Inspector Workshops 
A series of Tree farm Inspector workshops 
were held in May throughout Maine to unveil 
the new American Tree Farm certification 
requirements that are to take effect on July 1, 
2004.  The intent of the new requiremnts is for 
the American Tree Farm System to become a 
stronger player in the forest certification of 
sustainable small woodlands throughout the 
United States. For more see www.
treefarmsystem.org   

M aine Forest Service Cost-Share Workshops 
In late May and early June, the Maine Service 
held a series of cost-share program workshops. 
The meetings were well attended by foresters 
eager to help landowners obtain funds for for-
est management plans, forest improvement 

work and forest health. Landowners with 1 to 
1000 acres are eligible.  The funds are to be dis-
tributed under the ME Forest Service “ Woods-
Wise”  program. Morten Moesswilde, of the 
MFS, is the coordinator for the program. 

New Guide Avai lable: Improving Habi tat for 
Forest Thrushes 
The Cornell lab of Ornithology has released “ A 
Land Manager’s Guide to Improving Habitats 
for Forest Thrushes.”  Since 1997 the lab has 
been studying habitat selection among forest-
dwelling thrushes. Survey results helped create 
the guide, which first addresses some contem-
porary forest health and management issues. 
The heart of the guide is a set of regionally spe-
cific recommendations for forest thrushes in-
cluding tips for managing key forest character-
istics for breeding birds. One conclusion relat-
ing to the northern US forest, where the sale of 
timber is the primary industry, is that a shifting 
mosaic of forest habitats of various ages will 
probably benefit the most species as long as 
disturbance and harvesting practices don’t lead 
to forest loss or fragmentation. The guide is 
available for $5 from mb105@cornell.edu or call 
(607) 254-2446. 
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GRANITE STATE Division— Jonathan Nute 

Comprehensive Wildlife Plan. 

Jasen Stock and Hunter Carbee both of  
NHTOA covered legislation, SFI, logging ca-
pacity and insurance rate issues. Jeff Eames, 
for the Timber Harvesting Council, reported 
on a book on roads for municipal officials 
and the forest industry that will be ready this 
fall and should help both groups know the 
law and help prevent miscommunications. 

Forest Industry Specialist, Sarah Smith, pre-
sented her slide show on the”  Woman’s Saw-
mill at Turkey Pond”  (Concord NH) that was 
set up to saw trees felled by the 1938 hurri-
cane. NH had the greatest amount of blow-
down in New England (estimated over a bil-
lion board feet in NH) with Massachusetts 
close behind. Over half of the downed trees 
were salvaged, more than in any of the other 

Black f ly Break fast Held  
The sixth Annual Blackfly Breakfast was held 
on April 6 at A lan’s of Boscawen, NH. A hun-
dred foresters and loggers feasted on breakfast 
and a cornucopia of topics, starting with a 
“ round table”  for all to report on happening in 
their world, and followed by a market update. 
There was general agreement that business is 
better this year than last. 

State Forester, Phi l  Bryce and his staff to re-
ported on the state of NH forestry.  Jen Bof in-
ger updated us on hemlock woolly adelgid (we 
got it), the Asian longhorn beetle and emerald 
ash borer (we don’t got them), and sudden oak 
death (we sure hope we don’t get it). 

Darrel Covell, Extension Wildlife Specialist re-
ported that they are developing species profiles 
and wildlife maps as part of the NH State 

T he 6th E astern O ld G rowth 

Forest C onference 
Moving Toward Sustainable Forestry: Lessons From Old Growth Forests 
September 23-26, 2004 Geneva Point Center, Moultonborough, NH 
Session Subject Categories 
l  Forest Dynamics Age and structure, forest types, woody debris, disturbance regimes, nutrient cycling, etc. 
l  Biodiversity Natural communities, speciation, bio-genetics, evolution, etc. 
l  Wildlife Invertebrate/vertebrate population dynamics, rare species, metapopulations, etc. 
l  Conservation Protection strategies, living legacy, funding options, stewardship, etc. 
l  Socio-Economics Viable management, silvicultural mimickry, recreational/spiritual values, etc. 
l  Nuts &  Bolts Old growth characteristics, dendrometrics, GPS & GIS, dendrochronology, etc. 
 

Submission Information 
Please indicate your preference of poster or presentation, and submit an abstract not to exceed 300 words, along 
with a short biography, your affiliation, and contact information in writing or by e-mail, by June 30, 2004. 
 

Abstracts should be submitted to: 
callforpapers@oldgrowthconference.org (email) or: 

Eastern Old Growth Forest Conference 
PO Box 231 

Canterbury, NH 03224  
 

Please see our web site at: www.oldgrowthconference.org 
 

Sponsors—University of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension and Society for the Protection of NH Forests  

CALL FOR PAPERS 
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GREEN MOUNTAIN Division—Ray Toolan                                   

Governor Honors U& CF Work 
At a ceremony in Montpelier on May 7th Gov-
ernor James Douglas not only proclaimed the 
first Friday in May to be Vermont’s Arbor Day, 
but also honored three programs for their ef-
forts at promoting Urban and Community For-
estry in Vermont. One hundred and seven stu-
dents, teachers, parents, forestry professionals, 
legislators,  and town officials attended the 
ceremony at the Sculpture Garden near the 
State House. 

Five fifth grade students were first honored for 
their efforts at creating local Arbor Day posters 
on the National Arbor Day Theme:  “ Trees Are 
Terrific…..In Cities and Towns!”   They re-
ceived certificates and  savings bonds (from the 
Green Mountain Division) and then helped the 

Governor mulch a newly planted tree. Several 
communities were then honored as Tree City 
USA communities throughout Vermont. Fi-
nally, the Governor honored the Central Ver-
mont Public Service Corporation for becoming 
a Tree Line USA company, which honors utili-
ties for their stewardship in power line ROW 
management.   

A ll three programs are sponsored by the Na-
tional Arbor Day Foundation and supported 
by the Vermont Department of Forests, Parks, 
and Recreation through their Urban and Com-
munity Forestry Program.—Gary Salmon  

http://www:gwriters.com/saf/ 

states. If you have a chance to hear Sarah speak 
about the hurricane of ’38, take advantage of 
it.—Karen Bennett, UNH Cooperative Extension 

M ud Break fast 
In Southern NH we eat black flies. In the North 
Country we eat mud! The 14th annual Mud 
Breakfast was hosted by Dartmouth College 
Forester, Kevin Evans on May 12 at Dartmouth 
College Grant. Over 100 foresters and loggers 
attended a hearty breakfast and debate about 
land use changes in the historically industrial 
forest of the northeast. Speakers presenting a 
broad spectrum of views on the topic included 
Kevin Evans, Dartmouth College; John Harri-
gan, Colebrook News & Sentinel; Tom Hen-

derson, International Paper Co.; M ike Kelley, 
Kel-Log; Charles Levesque, Innovative Natu-
ral Resource Solutions; Tom Morrow, Lyme 
Timber Co.; Charles Niebl ing, Society for the 
Protection of NH Forests; Will Staats, NH Fish 
and Game Wildlife Biologist and Don Tase,  
Upland Forest Management.  The challenges of 
the new age in forest industry remained unre-
solved but well acknowledged! 

A fter lunch, Kevin Evans led the group on a 
tour of the 27,000 acre College Grant to view 
and discuss integrated forest management.  
Featured stops were woodcock management, 
road stabilization/ fisheries management and a 
five-year-old hardwood improvement cut.  
Dartmouth College requires that the Grant re-
main self-sufficient in addition to producing a 
scholarship revenue for New Hampshire stu-
dents.  

Sarah Smith Honored 
 Sarah Smith, Extension Forest Industry Spe-
cialist, was honored this past Saturday by the 
New Hampshire Timberland Owners Associa-
tion. Sarah received the organization's most 
prestigious award, the Kendall Norcott Award, 
to recognize the outstanding contributions that 
Sarah made to the timberland owners group. North Country foresters and loggers gather over coffee for 

the “Mud Breakfast” at Dartmouth College Grant. 
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Connecticut—David Beers 

Legislation 
Under Public Act 04-115, DEP must adopt new 
regulations to certify foresters who will evalu-
ate land proposed for forest land classification 
(PA-490) and provide a report to the land-
owner.  This frees the State Forester of the task 
of certifying forest land.  The act also author-
izes the DEP Commissioner to apply for 3rd 
party certification of state forests or state forest 
products under at least one of nine specified 
certification programs. In addition, state forest 
revenue in excess of $875,000 is to be deposited 
in the Conservation Fund, which funds DEP’s 
central office and conservation and preserva-
tion programs. Revenue for the past five years 
has averaged about $1 million. 

Public Act 04—209 mandates that local wet-
lands agencies may not regulate plant or ani-
mal life outside of wetlands unless a proposed 
activity is likely to affect such life or habitat in 

the wetlands or watercourses or the wetlands 
or watercourses themselves. 

Great M ountain Forest Easement 
The DEP bought 145 acres in fee and placed a 
conservation restriction on 5,383 acres of the-
Great Mountain Forest owned by Elizabeth 
Childs in Norfolk and Canaan. Total price was 
$5.1 million. Nearly 25,000 acres are now pro-
tected from development in that part of CT. 
The Childs family will continue to manage the 
land, as it has for almost 100 years. Yale, 
UConn, and UMass have used the Forest for 
research projects and it has been a popular des-
tination for SAF and Tree Farm field trips. It 
was one of the first sites in CT where wild tur-
keys were successfully reintroduced in the 
1970s. The fee parcel connects two pieces of 
Housatonic State Forest where a new "Iron Ore 
Trail" trail w ill be developed.  

Licensed Forester Workshop 
Jim DiM aio, State Forester, reports that ap-
proximately 90 Foresters attended a Licensed 
Forester Workshop on February 26th. Work-
shop objectives were to improve relationships 
among licensed foresters, improve the public 
image of licensed foresters, and expand forest 
management in Massachusetts. John Newton, 
marketing consultant, reported that foresters 
are not well known and that the public is con-
fused on what foresters actually do.  He pro-
vided examples of organizations that devel-
oped "a voice of one" and how powerful a 
genuine message can be. The group decided to 
continue to work together to foster forest man-
agement and commissioned John to propose a 
plan to develop a foresters’ message and com-
munications strategy.  A second meeting on 
June 16th in South Amherst will review pro-
posal; address the utilization of poor quality 
forest resources through bio-energy initiatives; 
and discuss improvements to Massachusetts 
current use laws. 

State Lands-Green Certi f ication 
Approximately 500,000 acres of State lands, 
were green certified by Scientific Certification 
System under Forest Stewardship Council cer-
tification standards on May 11.   

M assachusetts Forestry Forum 
Environmentalists, conservationists, landown-
ers, harvesters, sawmill owners, foresters, and 
local officials spent two days focusing on the 
strengths and weaknesses of the state's forest 
products value chain at Harvard Forest on May 
12-13. Sustainable forest management and a 
vibrant timber industry were recognized as 
critical to maintaining forests and biodiversity 
in the state. High priority action items were: 
organizing a Massachusetts Forestry Commis-
sion with a broad mission and diverse inter-
ests, educational needs, bio-mass and bio-
energy, state emphasis on natural resource 
management, legislative changes, and develop-
ment of model forests for education. 

Massachusetts—Robert Rizzo 
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Yankee Division Summer M eeting 
The Rhode Island Chapter is hosting the Yan-
kee Division summer field meeting on June 24. 
Topics to be covered include a hemlock salvage 
harvest in a recreation area, Rhode Island's ex-
perience with their annual "Walk in the 
Woods", and a tour of a privately owned game 
farm that has used USDA, WHIP (Wildlife 
Habitat Incentives Program) to enhance wild-
life habitat. For more information, contact Paul 
Dolan (pcdolan@cox.net) or Rob M acmi l lan 
(macmillan@provwater.com). 

Envi rothon 
The RI Chapter participated in the Rhode Is-
land Envirothon in Warwick on May 20th.  The 
special topic for this year’s event was urban 
resource management – forestry. Teams from 
Coventry High School dominated the event 
taking aquatics, forestry, soils, w ildlife, as well 

Rhode Island—Gregg Cassidy 

as the special topic portions of the competition. 
RI SAF members Tom Abbott, Gregg J. 
Cassidy, Paul Dolan, Rob M acmi l lan, and 
Chris M odisette served as judges . 

A l ternative Forest Use Chal lenge Grants 
RIDEM and the Rural Lands Coalition has 
completed a program to offer challenge grants 
to forest landowners. The intent of these grants 
is to promote sustainable forest practices on 
private woodland by helping owners overcome 
the financial barriers to starting up a natural 
resource based business. The program has allo-
cated over $28,000 for 29 projects involving al-
ternatives such as edible and medicinal prod-
ucts, floral greens and fee-based recreation. 
SAF members Tom Abbott, Gregg J. Cassidy, 
Chris M odisette, and M arc Tremblay are on a 
Steering Committee overseeing this project. For 
more information, contact Gregg J. Cassidy 

New Publ ication 
“ A  Shared Landscape,”  by Joseph Leary, a 240-
page color guide to 130 state parks and forests, 
is available at the CT DEP Bookstore for $25 
plus $5 s&h.  Call (860) 424-3555 or order 
online at www.dep.
st at e.ct .us/ stor e/
index.htm.  The 
guide was published 
by the Friends of 
Connecticut State 
Parks, Inc., in col-
l abor at i on w i t h 
CFPA and the DEP. 

Brief ly Noted 
CT DEP reports the 
fol low ing tow ns 
earned the Tree City 
USA designation for 
their commitment to 
tree care during the 
past year: Danbury, 
Fairfield, East Hart-
ford, Groton, Mid-
dletown, Southbury, 
Stamford, Wethers-
field, Ridgefield, and 

Hartford. 

Phi l  Royer, forester for the Metropolitan Dis-
trict Commission for 17 years, recently ac-
cepted the MDC position of Water Supply 

Construction and 
Maintenance Super-
visor.  In his new 
job he supervises a 
staff of 15 people 
and is responsible 
for maintenance of 
grounds and facili-
ties throughout the 
water supply area, 
including dams, 
pipelines, and re-
lated structures. 

Jody Bronson of 
Great M ountain 
Forest reports the 
2004 sapping season 
was slightly above 
average, yielding 
310 gallons from 
1200 taps. 
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Quebec—Kim Lowell 

Commission to Study the M anagement of 
Publ ic Forests 
As part of efforts to ensure that forest manage-
ment in Quebec is achieving societal aims, the 
provincial government has created the Com-
mission to Study the Management of Public 
Forests. (CSMPF). The CSMPF is chaired by 
Mr. Guy Coulombe and is mandated to study 
scientific, technical, public, and independent 
aspects of Quebec forest management. The 
CSMPF will examine the administration of for-
est planning, the scientific base for calculating 
the sustainable harvest, the quality of forest 
management plans and all other aspects affect-
ing public forestland in Quebec – i.e., w ildlife, 
regional development, environmental protec-
tion, etc.  The CSMPF is holding public meet-
ings in different regions from April to June as 
well as working with scientists and industry 
experts, before preparing its final report. More 
information is at www.commission-foret.qc.ca. 

Anticosti  Island 
A long-awaited management plan for Anticosti 
Island – a 100 mile-long island off the south-
eastern portion of Québec - has been devel-
oped through the collaboration of the Ministry 
of Natural Resources, the Wildlife and Parks 
Commission and Anticosti Forest Products, 
Inc.  The island has long had a problem related 
to its deer population. In 1896, 220 white-tailed 
deer were introduced to the island and by 2001 
the population had reached an unsustainable 
125,000 – or 30% of the entire deer population 
in the province of Quebec. The plan calls for 
restoring vegetation across the island over pe-
riod of 70 years by fencing the island into 150 
blocks of 750 to 7500 acres. Harvesting will oc-
cur on 60% of the surface and deer will be con-
trolled via recreational hunting. The work has 
required novel solutions to various problems, 
including development of photo-interpreted 

maps of deer shelter/ nutritional sources,  con-
structing 25 miles of fencing each year, manag-
ing a recreational hunting program that will 
not impact existing hunting activities and 
adoption of site preparation techniques that 
will provide for the establishment of 500,000 
balsam fir annually. 

Li fe Cycle of Forest Products 
A new way of looking at forest products is be-
ing employed to assist wood product produc-
ers. The “ life cycle of forest products”  ap-
proach examines historical trends in forest 
products to determine the present “ stage of de-
velopment”   -- Introduction, Growth, Maturity, 
or Decline -- of an existing forest product. The 
goal of the approach is to allow producers to 
better anticipate future markets for existing 
products, and to know when to increase the 
production of a given product at the expense of 
another. 

(gcassidy@dem.state.ri.us). 

Rhode Island Sustainable Living Festival  
The Rhode Island Chapter sponsored an ex-
hibit at a Sustainable Living Festival held Sat-
urday, June 5th at the Apeiron Institute. The 
event is held at the organization’s 55-acre for-
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Guy Smith 

(705) 541-5595 

est in Coventry, which, with the assistance of 
RI SAF, is being managed as an educational 
resource.  SAF members Tom Abbott and 
M arc Tremblay are organizing the RI chap-
ter’s participation. See http:/ / www.apeiron.
org/ . 



16 

NE SAF AFFAIRS 
Counci lor’s Report—Leo Laferriere 

The deadline for this issue of the Quarterly 
preceded the June Council meeting, so I am 
unable to provide the most recent update.  
However, an item on the Council agenda is a 
presentation titled “ SAF and Saving the Forest 
Products Industry,”  by Richard Lewis of the 
Forest Resources Association.  In forestry and 
industry circles, there has been much discus-
sion about the current competitive status of the 
US wood-using industry.  I have long regarded 
participants in our wood processing businesses 
as some of the most durable people I have ever 
met and I have great respect for them.  Global 
competitive pressures have resulted in the 
United States being a net importer of wood 
products, and that extends to even my small 
state of Vermont.  Wood is a uniquely out-
standing renewable resource.  There are signifi-
cant disadvantages to being a net importer, 
and it just makes a whole lot of good sense to 
manage our woodlands wisely for all the bene-
fits our resource can provide.  I’m looking for-
ward to hearing Mr. Lewis’ presentation and 
his perspective regarding SAF’s place in assist-
ing the industry. 

As part of the Volunteer Organizational Struc-
ture Task Force Review, we will be reviewing 
VP John Helms’ findings in regard to how SAF 
state and multi-state Societies manage their 
work and support services to the membership.  
John is further asking Council members to pro-
vide input as to the current SAF operating 
structure.  This includes Council’s ability to 
represent the diversity of members and sub-
disciplines of the forestry profession. Addition-
ally, the Forest Science and Technology Board 
structure in regards to stimulating member in-
volvement and providing an effective basis for 
SAF to function as a science-based organiza-
tion.  The House of Society Delegates structure 
will be reviewed with respect to ensuring that 
local and regional issues are brought before 
Council.  And the organization of the Commit-
tee on Forest Policy will be discussed, asking if 

(Continued on page 17) 

When a discussion arises about the profession 
of forestry, you will often hear foresters em-
phasize that forestry is science-based and how 
science is the foundation and fabric of the pro-
fession.  Part of SAF’s mission is to “ advance 
the science, education, technology, and practice 
of forestry,”  which begs the question, how are 
you engaging with science in your profession?    

Recently, I attended the Northeast Fish and 
Wildlife Conference in Ocean City, MD. Forest-
ers are few and far between at this conference 
so I thought we could gain some insight.  

The Conference is organized by the Northeast 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, 
which is comprised of agencies from 13 U.S. 
states and four Canadian provinces and is at-
tended by fish and wildlife biologists, research-
ers, conservation enforcement officers, engi-
neers, information and education specialists, 
and many others. Students and other interested 
members of the public are also invited.  

I was struck by the model of technical commit-
tees charged with integrating management and 
science, identifying research needs, and devel-
oping and implementing research activities.  
Technical committees run concurrent presenta-
tions for two days and meet regularly through-
out the year.  They report to the Northeast 
Wildlife Administrators from whom they are 
given certain charges, and in turn the North-
east Wildlife Administrators interact with the 
Northeast Agency Directors.  A ll of this is inte-
grated in a cooperative forum among profes-
sionals within a large region.  I was impressed 
with contributions and productivity of the 
technical committees and the meaningful con-
nections to management needs. 

SAF and NESAF has an established mechanism 
to provide similar opportunities through the 
working groups structure.  The goal of SAF’s 
Forest Science and Technology Board (FS&TB), 
with the involvement of working groups, is to 
“ provide the Society an effective means for the 

(Continued on page 19) 

From the Chai r—Tom O’Shea 
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