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David Field—Distinguished Service 
Award 

On the occasion 
of the award’s 
40th anniversary, 
David Field was 
honored with the 
D i s t i n g u i s h e d 
Service Award in 
Na s hu a  l a s t 
week. Dave has 
been a valued 
mentor, professor, 
a s s o c i a t e , 
spok espe r son , 
and friend to stu-

dents, foresters, 
and public officials for forty years.  Field under-
stands the theory and intricate details of complex 
mathematical and economic models, the chal-
lenges faced by students, foresters, and high-
ranking government officials alike, and the impor-
tant values of both timber lands and wild lands. 
With his ever-present dry humor and boundless 
enthusiasm, Field engagingly shares his wisdom to 
the mutual benefit of society and the environment. 

Field joined the faculty of the University of Maine in 
1976, following five years of teaching at Yale Uni-
versity and three years as a forester in White 
Mountain National Forest. Field was appointed 
Edwin L. Giddings Professor of Forest Policy in 
1981 and has chaired the Department of Forest 
Management since 1994. He will retire in June of 
this year. Field is a recognized expert in the use of 
IMPLAN, a USDA Forest Service econometric 
planning model. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Northern Woodlands—Integrity in Con-
servation Award 

Virginia Barlow and Stephen Long began the 
magazine now known as Northern Woodlands as a 
modest successor to Vermont Forest Quarterly, a 
newsletter for landowners published by the state of 
Vermont. Barlow and Long sought from the begin-
ning to bridge the gulf between those known as en-
vironmentalists and those whose livelihood is con-
nected to forests. As Barlow and Long wrote in 
1999, “Right from the start, we had a hunch that 
almost all of the people who disagree about how 
the forest should be treated have a love for it that 
has the potential of transcending their squabbles.  
This has been our inspiration and our challenge.” 

Published for five years as Vermont Woodlands, 
the magazine broadened its focus in 1999 to cover 
issues across a wider region. The change was pre-
scient, as the Maine Forestry Referendum cli-
maxed in 2000. Northern Woodlands covered the 
topic in depth, with its fall issue offering no less 

(Continued on page 6) 


����
������	����
��������
���
��

New England Society of American Foresters 
 

�News Quarterly �
 Volume 67                                                                             No 2                                                         April, 2006 

David Field, Northern Woodlands  
Lead 2006 Awards Roster  



2 

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OFFICERS 
Chair: Ken Laustsen Maine Forest Service 22 State House Station Augusta, ME 04462 (O) 207-287-3135 ken.laustsen@maine.gov 
Vice-Chair:  George Frame 65 Beech St, Bristol, NH 03222 (O) 603-224-9945 gframe@forestsociety.org 
Immediate Past Chair:  Thomas O'Shea Mass Fish  & Wildlife 195 Bournedale Rd. Buzzards Bay, MA 02532 (O) 508-759-3406 Tom.O’Shea@state.ma.us 
Secretary:  Anne Marie Kittredge, 196 Montague Rd. Shutesbury, MA 01072, (H) 413-259-1756  annemarie.kittredge@state.ma.us 
Treasurer:  Lawrence M. Rousseau CT DEP, 480 Oxbow Dr,Torrington, CT 06790 (H)860-482-1969 (O) 860-485-0226 lawrence.rousseau@po.state.ct.us 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES 
Canada:  Joakim S. Hermelin  430 Lisger St.  Fredericton, NB  E3B  3B2, CANADA (H)506-454-2782  (FAX) 506-455-7852  hermelin@nbnet.nb.ca 
CT: Thomas J. Degnan, Jr., 22 Caulkins Rd, Old Lyme, CT  06371-1668, W (860) 434-3497, tdegnan67@yahoo.com 
ME: Ronald C. Lemin Jr.  UAP Timberland, 24 Commercial Parkway  Old Town, ME 04468 (O) 207-827-1002 (Cell) 207-944-6160 teiron@aol.com 
MA:  Anne Marie Kittredge, 196 Montague Rd. Shutesbury, MA 01072 413-259-1756  annemarie.kittredge@state.ma.us 
NH: J. Peter Howland, PO Box 2291, North Conway, NH  03818-2291, (H) 603-447-5617, howlands3@verizon.com 
RI: Paul Dolan, 120 Nipmuc Rd., Foster, RI 02825, W (401) 647-3367, pcdolan@ridem.necoxmail.com 
VT: Edward O’Leary, One Aker Farm, 1808 S Albany Rd, Craftsbury Common, VT 05827, (O) 802-241-3683 (F) 802-244-1481 ed.oleary@state.vt.us 
Forest Science: Laura Kenefic, 8 Sunset Drive, Orono, ME 04473, (H) 207-866-0483 (O) 207-581-2794 (F)207-581-4257 lkenefic@fs.fed.us 
Policy: J. Peter Howland, PO Box 2291, North Conway, NH  03818-2291, (H) 603-447-5617, howlands3@verizon.com 
Membership: Ronald C. Lemin Jr.  UAP Timberland, 24 Commercial Parkway  Old Town, ME 04468 (O) 207-827-1002 (Cell) 207-944-6160 teiron@aol.com 
News Quarterly: Brad Wyman 53 Wyman Road West Dummer, NH 03588  (H) 603-449-6794  (FAX) 603-449-3312 abwyman@ncia.net 
 
DIVISION/CHAPTER OFFICERS 
Granite State 
Chair:  David Pilla, PO Box 298 Wilmot, NH 03287, 603-526-4708 david_pilla@proctornet.com 
Vice-Chair:  VACANT 
Secretary:  Janice Mulherin  2494 Buffalo Rd.  Rumney, NH 03266   (H) 603-786-9848  (O) 603-536-1310 mulherin@adelphia.net 
Treasurer:  J.B. Cullen  Div. Forests and Lands  PO Box 1856  Concord, NH 03302  (O) 603-271-3457 (H) 603-269-5740  jbcullen@dred.state.nh.us 
News Corres:  Jonathan Nute  UNH Cooperative Extension, Room 101, 329 Mast Road, Goffstown, NH 03045 (O) 603-641-6060 (H) 603-783-9684 
 
Green Mountain 
Chair: William Samal Jr 6310 VT Route 109 Belvidere, VT 05442 (O) 802-865-7488   samalb@sover.net 
Vice-Chair: VACANT 
Secretary: VACANT 
Treasurer: David Stevens 1402 Randolph Road Morrisville, VT 05661 (O) 802-888-4374 psteach6@together.net 
News Corres:  Raymond J Toolan  VT FP&R, 29 Sunset Dr. Morrisville, VT 05661-8331 (O) 802-888-5733 ray.toolan@.anr.state.vt.us 
 
Maine   
Chair:  Robert S Seymour, 5755 Nutting Hall, University of Maine, Orono, ME 04469, (O) 207-581-2860 (F) 207-581-4257 seymour@umenfa.maine.edu 
Vice Chair:  Gary Bahlkow, LandVest Timberlands, 148 Middle Street, Portland, ME 04101, (O) 207-874-6158, (F) 207-774-5845, gbahlkow@landvest.com 
Sec/Treas: William H. Livingston 5755 Nutting Hall, Orono, ME 04469-5755 (O) 207-581-2990 (H) 207-827-4500 williaml@maine.edu 
News Corres:  Marc Johnson PO Box 587 South China, ME 04538 (O) 207-445-3954 winterberry@pivot.net 
Div.  Manager: Laura Audibert, 11 Leopold St. Fort Kent, ME 04743 (O) 207-834-6773  (Cell) 207-436-0438 la4568@sjv.net 
  
Yankee 
Chair:  Jerry Milne, CT-DEP Forestry, P.O. Box 161, Pleasant Valley, CT 06063, (O) 860-379-7085 (F) 860-379-7103, gerard.milne@po.state.ct.us 
Vice-Chair: Samuel Schneski, 220 Providence Rd. Apt. 201, So. Grafton, MA, 01560 (H) 508-839-4820 (O) 508-792-7270x152 sam.schneski@state.ma.us 
Sec/Treas: Tom Worthley, Coop Ext, 1066 Saybrook Road, Box 70, Haddam, CT 06438-0070, (O) 860-345-4511, tworthley@canr1.cag.uconn.edu . 
 
Rhode Island 
Chair: Catherine Sparks, 48 E. Killingly Rd, Foster, RI 02825O (O) 401-647-3367 csparks@dem.state.ri.us  
Vice-Chair: Name: Thomas Abbott, 1037 Hartford Pike, North Scituate, RI 02857, (O) 401-539-2356 tabbott@dem.state.ri.us 
Sec/Treas: Rob MacMillan 66 Pinecrest Dr, N Kingstown, RI 02852 (H) 401-295-7305 (O) 401-521-6300 ext 7318  rmacmillan@provwater.com 
News Corres: Gregg Cassidy, 420 East Avenue, Harrisville, RI 02830 (H) 401-568-3247 gcassidy@dem.state.ri.us 
 
Connecticut 
Chair: William Bentley, PO Box 149, North Granby, CT 06060-0149 (O)(806) 844-0008 (F) (860) 653-3768 billbentley@cox.net 
Vice-Chair: Joan Nichols,  Nichols Forestry & Logging, 151 Exeter Road, Lebanon CT 06249, (O & F) 860 642-4292 nicholsforestry@charter.net 
Sec/Treas: Jim Pronovost,  34 Remsen Rd, Litchfield, CT 06759, (H) 860 283-4383, jrprojim@netscape.net 
News Corres: William Bentley, PO Box 149, North Granby, CT 06060-0149 (O)(806) 844-0008 (F) (860) 653-3768 billbentley@cox.net 
 
Massachusetts 
Chair: Michael J. Fleming, 116 Jamestown Road, Leominster, MA 01453, 978-368-0126 x114, mike.fleming@state.ma.us 
Vice-Chair: Christopher Pryor, P. O. Box 1346, 32 Foster Street,      Littleton, MA  01460,  978-952-6856 x107, cpryor@newenglandforestry.org 
Sec/Treas: Joel E. Dumont,      PO Box 105, South Deerfield, MA 01371, 413-665-0267, treetime52@verizon.net 
News Corres: Anne Marie Kittredge, 196 Montague Rd. Shutesbury, MA 01072 413-259-1756  annemarie.kittredge@state.ma.us 
 
Canada 
News Corres. N. Brunswick : Edwin Swift, Atlantic Forestry Centre, Fredericton, N.B.  E3B 5P7,  (O)506-452-3175,  (F)506-452-3525, eswift@NRCan.gc.ca 
News Corres. Quebec: Vacant 
 
Council Delegate 
Leo C. Laferriere, 249 East Road, Waitsfield, VT 05673, 802 496-2515, leol@gmavt.net  

Members Serving You In 2006 
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OUR MISSION AS FORESTERS IS TO BE RESPONSIBLE STEWARDS OF THE EARTH ’S FORESTS WHILE  MEETING  SOCI-

ETY’S VITAL  NEEDS.  THE CHALLENGE  OF OUR MISSION LIES IN  KEEPING FOREST ECOSYSTEMS HEALTHY  AND  IN-

TACT WHILE  CONCURRENTLY  DRAWING  ON  THEIR RESOURCES.  WE WILL  MEET THIS CHALLENGE  BY CAREFULLY  
MONITORING  AND  MANAGING  THE EFFECTS OF NATURAL  AND  HUMAN  FORCES ON  THE FOREST.  OUR DECI-

SIONS WILL  BE GUIDED  BY OUR PROFESSIONAL KNOWLEDGE , OUR COMPASSION FOR ALL  LIVING  THINGS , OUR 
DESIRE TO IMPROVE CITIZENS ’ LIVES, AND  OUR RESPECT AND  CONCERN FOR THE ENTIRE FOREST ECOSYSTEM.  
BY ADVANCING   FORESTRY SCIENCE, EDUCATION , TECHNOLOGY , AND  THE PRACTICE OF FORESTRY, NE SAF 
WILL  PROVIDE THE LEADERSHIP TO ACHIEVE  ITS MISSION. 

OPINION/EDITORIAL 
I noted in Ray Toolan’s Green Mountain Division 
update in the last NESAF Quarterly that land my 
firm (LandVest) manages is, in Ray’s words, being 
“aggressively managed”, and that “there is specu-
lation as to what will become of the land after the 
timber that may be removed is harvested”. My 
thinking through the years has been to not rise to 
the bait when I read something like this, but I think 
the time has come to have a serious discussion in 
this organization (NESAF) concerning a growing 
ethos that seems to disapprove of first class silvi-
culture and traditional forestry. 

In my view the most important benefit our profes-
sion has to offer is the ability to grow better trees 
faster, for the express purpose of cutting them 
down and providing forest products to society from 
a sustainable, renewable resource.  I believe this is 
a valuable endeavor, and one I’m proud of. 

I believe in forestry. What I know, from nearly 30 
years in this profession, is that intelligent forest 
management can add 1%-3% to the value of a tim-
berland investment. Because we can do that, own-
ing timberland for the purpose of producing forest 
products is competitive with alternative uses of 
capital, and because it is, people and organizations 
want to own timberland. Maybe I’m missing some-
thing, but as long as we live in a free, capitalist so-
ciety, I can’t imagine any better way to keep forests 
(and forest based economies) in place and produc-
tive. 

I’ve heard the buzz that these investment oriented 
owners are heavily cutting the forests they own be-
cause they need the money since they paid so 
much for the land. Twenty five years ago, large 
tract timberland traded in the range of between 
$125/acre to $200/acre. Today the range is $200 - 
$350/acre, a compound rate of about 2%, despite 
greatly appreciating forest product values and infla-
tion of about 3%. It’s a deal and that’s one reason 
they’re buying. For the most, part they did not pay 
too much for the land.  

In my experience, it’s a minority that need strong 

immediate cash flow from their investments, and 
that’s not why there’s a lot of silviculture going on. 
What is going on is; investment return oriented for-
est management by the implementation of first 
class silviculture. 

What that translates to, and apparently creates 
great misunderstanding, is putting forests in shape 
to produce at their maximum capability. It is the sci-
ence of silviculture that we were all trained in, put 
into practice to produce return on invested capital.  
It is great and fulfilling work – and yes it often 
means cutting a lot of under-performing trees and 
in many stands.  And, I guess, there’s the rub. 

Most of the forests our clients purchase do not 
have a history of being managed for rate of return.  
Many were well managed for another purpose – to 
produce large diameter sawtimber or maximum fi-
ber growth to boost Annual Allowable Cut, or as a 
strategic supply to a mill. Many other forests were 
mismanaged, neglected or high-graded, and others 
still were just plain unmanaged.   

I think it’s also true that much of the Northern Hard-
wood type in the Northeast (that my generation 
have been working on over their entire careers) is 
passing on and being replaced by a new forest.  
This difficulty in saying goodbye to that old forest, 
compounded by an avoidance of necessary regen-
eration cutting for fear of a negative reaction, has 
left many well-regenerated stands in need of the 
final overstory removal. 

So, that’s the answer. The state of the forests and 
the change in ownership objective are what is driv-
ing the increasing area being worked (not at all 
sure there’s more actual volume being cut). It is 
good forestry and it’s good for the economy, the 
resource and our profession. My final word to the 
worriers is please embrace and enjoy the fact the 
investment community has recognized that forestry 
works – and as Bob Dylan once wrote “Get out of 
the new world if you can’t lend a hand, for the 
times they are a changing”.  

Steve Mongan, Executive Vice President  
LandVest, Inc. 
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Forest Service (contindued) 

year. The next step is to develop an IPM program 
that will use both silvicultural recommendations 
and biological control. Consequently, the USDA 
Forest Service is developing silvicultural guidelines 
for reducing the susceptibility of pine stands to S. 
noctilio attack. The Forest Service and APHIS are 
also working on getting approval for release of the 
parasitic nematode in North America. 

For more information, visit www.na.fs.fed.us/fhp/
sww/ or contact Kevin Dodds (603-868-7743 or 
kdodds@fs.fed.us).- Kevin J. Dodds  

USDA FOREST SERVICE— Helen Thomp-
son  
 

The Latest Invader:  Sirex noctilio   

In 2004 an exotic woodwasp from Europe and Asia 
was detected in a monitoring trap placed in Fulton, 
NY. Sirex noctilio, is a highly invasive species and 
its introduction into North America could cause sig-
nificant mortality in native and planted pine trees. 
In Australia, New Zealand, and Brazil, S. noctilio 
has caused widespread losses in plantations of 
North American pines (e.g., Monterey, loblolly, 
ponderosa). Sirex noctilio is a particular threat to 
pure even-aged pine stands or other stressed pine 
trees. Most North American hard pines are likely 
susceptible to S. noctilio attack. 

Integrated pest management plans have been de-
veloped and implemented in countries where S. 
noctilio has been introduced. These programs use 
a combination of silvicultural treatments to reduce 
the susceptibility of pine stands and a highly spe-
cific biological control agent to reduce the impact of 
S. noctilio on pine trees. Silvicultural treatments to 
increase tree vigor through stand thinnings have 
been critical for maintaining tree defenses against 
S. noctilio. The biological control agent used is a 
parasitic nematode (Beddingia (Deladenus) siricidi-
cola) that is highly specific to S. noctilio and has 
helped keep populations below damaging levels 
where it has been implemented. 

A ground survey conducted during spring 2005 dis-
covered Scots and red pines infested with S. noc-
tilio in Oswego, NY. Subsequent ground surveys 
also found infested white pines. During summer 
2005, a large-scale S. noctilio delimitation effort 
was undertaken in central New York. Results from 
this survey found S. noctilio as far as 46 miles from 
Oswego. Surveys in Canada have also detected S. 
noctilio in or around Prescott, Cambridge, and Ux-
bridge, Ontario. All indications point toward a large, 
well-established population in North America. 

The USDA Forest Service, APHIS, and State agen-
cies throughout New England and portions of the 
Mid-Atlantic and Midwest are currently working on 
S. noctilio survey plans for 2006. A large-scale 
trapping grid will cover most of New York and parts 
of northern Vermont and northern Pennsylvania. 
Within this grid, a single trap will be placed in al-
most every 25-square-mile cell. States outside of 
the grid survey will also deploy S. noctilio traps in 
high-risk forests. With a high number of traps cov-
ering a large area of the Northeast, it is hoped that 
the population will be successfully delimited this 

CANADA WARBLERS AT RISK 
Canada Warblers are declining throughout the 
Northeast at rates of 4% to 7% per year. The 
causes are unknown, but loss and degradation of 
breeding habitat appear to be contributing factors. 
The Vermont Institute of natural Sciences has pro-
duced two new resources to help land stewards 
protect and enhance habitat. The first, “Canada 
Warbler Population Status, Habitat Use and Stew-
ardship Guidelines for Northeastern Forests” is  
available at http://www.vinsweb.org/assets/pdf/
CAWAreport05.pdf. The second is a pamphlet ti-
tled, “Conserving Canada Warbler Habitat: Practi-
cal Guidelines for Stewards of the Northern For-
est”, available at http://www.vinsweb.org/assets/
pdf/CAWAstewardship.pdf.   

This neo-tropical migrant nests in moist woodlands 
of boreal Canada, northeastern US and south 
along the Appalachian Mountains to Tennessee. 
The vast majority occur in Canada and the north-
ern forest of New England and New York.   

For forty years, Canada Warblers have steadily de-
clined throughout the northeastern US, prompting 
conservation organizations and biologists to list the 
species as a high priority in need of conservation 
action and research. Nevertheless, the Canada 
Warbler has received little attention from avian 
ecologists – until now. 

Biologists from the Vermont Institute of Natural Sci-
ence, Salve Regina and Plymouth State Universi-
ties have been studying the Canada Warbler’s 
breeding ecology since 2001. This work has led to 
a better understanding of the specie’s population 
status and habitat requirements in the Northern 
Forest, as well as to the development of practical 
stewardship guidelines for natural resource profes-
sionals.—Marc Johnson  
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GEOFFREY T. JONES—Austin Cary 
Practicing Professional Award 

Geof f  Jone s 
achieves exem-
plary protection 
of the environ-
ment in his su-
pervision of tim-
ber harvesting.  
He blends his 
passion for for-
estry with a deep 
commitment to 
high environ-
menta l stan-
dards. Just as 
Austin Cary al-
most a century 
ago envisioned 
better ways to 

manage forests and strove to share his vision and 
practical expertise with others, Jones foresaw a 
need to improve logging practices and has become a 
leader in sharing the techniques he has developed. 
He wrote A Guide to Logging Aesthetics, which was 
published in 1993. He has made nearly 100 presen-
tations in 15 states and provinces, and his work has 
been published in the Northern Logger and the Jour-
nal of Forestry. 

Jones’ dedication to sustainable timber harvesting 
led to his participation in development of Good For-
estry in the Granite State: Recommended Voluntary 
Forest Management Practices for New Hampshire, a 
guide now widely distributed beyond New Hamp-
shire. 

The New Hampshire Wildlife Federation twice hon-
ored Jones with their Distinguished Service Award 
and the Northeastern Loggers Association presented 
Jones their Outstanding Contributions to Forest In-
dustry Education Award.   

Jones has practiced forestry for the Society for the 
Protection of New Hampshire Forests (SPNHF) 
since 1979, marking boundaries, conducting invento-
ries and timber sales, improving wildlife habitat, and 
constructing roads and hiking trails. He is now Direc-
tor of Land Management, overseeing the care of 
nearly 42,000 acres of SPNHF land. Jones is a US 
Coast Guard veteran with service in the Vietnam 
War. He is a graduate of Keene State College and 
the University of New Hampshire Thompson School. 

MICHAEL C. SNYDER—Ernest M. Gould 
Jr. Technology Transfer Award 

Michael Snyder 
has authored 
the interpretive 
“Wood Whys” 
column in North-
ern Woodlands 
since 1998.  In 
each issue, Sny-
der tackles a 
challenging sub-
ject that requires 
explanation of 
principles of 
ecology, evolu-
tion, forest man-
agement, and 
even human be-

havior.  His writing appeals to a wide range of 
readers that encompasses natural resource man-
agers, land owners, and recreational users.  He 
provides the basic science in a light, engaging style 
and offers insights and questions to intrigue even 
the experts. 

Synder also writes feature articles for Northern 
Woodlands and other magazines.  He is a lecturer 
in the University of Vermont’s School of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources, teaching small wood-
lot management and forest conservation. 

Snyder is Chittenden County Forester in the Ver-
mont Department of Forests, Parks, & Recreation.  
He provides forest management assistance to indi-
vidual, municipal, and non-profit landowners, and 
workshops, lectures, and field trips for school and 
civic groups.  Snyder helped create a Backyard 
Forest Stewardship Program to assist the many 
owners of small parcels of woodland.  For seven 
years prior to becoming a County Forester, Snyder 
was owner and sole proprietor of Greenfire For-
estry in Stowe, Vermont. 

Snyder served on the Stowe conservation commis-
sion for nine years, much of that time as chair.  He 
is a member of the Forest Stewards Guild and on 
the board of directors of the Stowe Land Trust.  
Snyder is a graduate of the University of Vermont. 

 

 2006 ANNUAL MEETING 
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LAURA KENEFIC—Mollie H. Beattie 
Young Forester Leadership Award 
Laura Kenefic holds 
a dual appointment 
as a research for-
ester for the U.S. 
Forest Service and 
as an assistant re-
search professor at 
the University of 
Maine.  Kenefic has 
emerged as a leader 
in silviculture and 
stand development.  
Under the guidance 
of Robert Seymour, 
Kenefic did ground-
breaking research on 
growth allocation and 
growth efficiency in multi-cohort, mixed-species 
stands.  Since earning her doctorate in 1990, she 
revitalized spruce-fir research at the Penobscot Ex-
perimental Forest, played a key role in organizing a 
conference on diameter limit cutting, and now 
serves as an associate editor for the Northern 
Journal of Applied Forestry and forest science co-
ordinator for NESAF. 

Kenefic is willing to address difficult issues.  Kene-
fic’s research on the widely-used practice of diame-
ter limit cutting indicated that changes to the prac-
tice were needed.  In addition to peer-reviewed ar-
ticles, she organized a regional conference on the 
topic, even though, or perhaps because, her con-
clusions were at odds with the prevailing views of 
the practice.  As a student, she co-founded a 
women in science association.  In 2004, she re-
ceived the Northeastern Research Station/
Northeastern Area Multicultural Award for her ef-
forts to advance the participation of women in for-
estry and scientific research. 

Kenefic is a graduate of the State University of 
New York and the University of Maine. 

Integrity (Continued from page 1) 
than twenty individual opinions on the impact of the 
referendum, if approved.  The Northern Woodlands 
goal was not polemic, but honest, thoughtful, 
enlightening discourse.  As Ken Lausten, then 
Maine NESAF executive committee member and 
now chair of NESAF saw it, the goal of Northern 
Woodlands was simply, “A better understanding of 
a very contentious issue that had serious implica-
tions to many facets of the Maine economy.” 
Northern Woodlands is also the platform for a 
growing effort to include forestry in middle school 
and high school science classes.  The initiative is 
funded through grants from foundations and local 
businesses.  Each year, some 6,000 students 
across New England and New York now receive 
issues of the Northern Woodlands and their teach-
ers receive an educator’s guide and activity sheets 
to accompany the magazine articles.  Northern 
Woodlands is published by the non-profit Center 
for Woodlands Education, Inc., a 501(c)(3) gov-
erned by a board of directors.  Creators Virginia 
Barlow and Stephen Long continue to serve as edi-
tors. 

Extreme Makover 
 

We thought maybe a fresh format would enhance 
readability and the masthead is intended to share  
kinship with the nesaf.org banner to be unveiled in 
June. As a membership publication, we cater to 
the members. If you like what you see, good. If you 
don’t like what you see, let us know.—Ed (What’s 
this “we” business?  Well, Ed is the guy who takes 
the complaints.)  

Annual Meeting 

Distinguished Service (Continued from page 1) 
Field has served the Society of American Foresters 
in a host of capacities, from Convener of the SAF 
Policy Network and work groups on accreditation 
and international trade at the national level to chair-
ing the Maine Division of SAF and serving on state 
and regional SAF task forces and committees for 
well nigh twenty years running. 

Field is volunteer manager of the Maine section of 
the Appalachian Trail and the 34,000 acres of as-
sociated National Park Service lands.  He has 
served on the national board of managers of the 
Appalachian Trail Conference since 1979 and 
chaired the board for six years.  Field has also 
served on the Baxter State Park Scientific Study 
Review Committee since 1987. 

The forest resource and the spectrum of forest us-
ers from wilderness advocates to loggers and pa-
per companies each benefit from Field’s dedication 
and service.  His “inputs” of intellectual expertise, 
sage wisdom, and uncompromising ethics have 
helped assure the supply of tangible and intangible 
goods and services from the Northern Forest. 

Field is a graduate of the University of Maine and 
Purdue University. 

��������
�����
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Mila Álvarez Keynotes 

Highlights Impacts in New 
England of Global Trends  

Dr. Mila Álvarez, graduate of 
the forestry program at the 
University of Maine, and 
emerging expert consultant in 
global resource economics, 
took New England foresters 
on a global tour for her key-
note address in Nashua, 
highlighting trends in forest privatization, forestry 
administration and industrial markets. Shifts toward 
private ownership and entrepreneurship around the 
world since the 1970’s are now challenging forest 
managers in New England. Indeed, “free market” 
illegal logging worldwide is driving North American 
business down by as much as 17%.  

Environmental forest products competing against 
fiber continue to erode market share in the political 
marketplace as Russia, Chile, Brazil and other 
South American venues are increasingly likely to 
out-compete US and New England in fiber mar-
kets.  

Wall Street will continue to drive forest land invest-
ments to other uses. The shift from industrial to 
TIMO ownership is an example. New fiber supplies 
will come from plantations and genetically im-
proved trees outside of North America. Cultural ac-
ceptance of forest management is higher almost 
anywhere else than in the US and our profession 
“needs experience in social and business demands 
as well as international markets and global environ-
mental needs.” 

New markets promise to appear in global environ-
mental and energy  markets, including wind en-
ergy, carbon emissions trading and wood fractiona-
tion for energy and chemical sources.  

Other presentations advanced these themes during 
the week, but the enduring question remained… 
what will prevent the export of the new technology 
once we have proven it economically viable here? 

Fellows & Golden Memberships 

Issue Submission 
Deadline 

Publication 
Date 

January 
April 
June 
October 

December 22 
March 22 
May 22 
September 22 

January 15 
April 15 
June 15 
October 15 

� 
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Annual Meeting 
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lets are now 
moving from 
stoves to boil-
ers for the en-
tire home, and 
the industry is 
racing to keep 
up with grow-
ing demand. 
For larger ap-
plications -- 
s u c h  a s 
schools, hospi-
tals and green-
houses - - 
w o o d - f i r e d 
systems are 
proving to be 
an attractive 
alternative to 
fossil fuels, 
both economi-
cally and envi-
ronmentally. 

Transportation fuels, namely gasoline and diesel, 
are tougher to make from wood, but it can and will 
be done. Researchers now know how to make 
ethanol from wood, and the race is on to do this 
economically. University labs and entrepreneurs 
are testing a wide variety of technologies to deter-
mine what processes for converting wood to liquid 
fuels are reliable and affordable. New England is at 
the forefront of this, with the University of Maine 
recently announcing funding for a forest bio-
products center, a professor at Dartmouth College 
a leading researcher in fermentation of cellulose, 
and countless others in academics and the private 
sector searching for the next breakthrough. It is be-
coming apparent that liquid fuel from biomass will 
be a part of our energy future, though it could be 
years before commercial success, and longer be-
fore this is no longer a novelty. 

The forests of New England have sustained the 
region economically, from our first exports of white 
pine for the king’s navy to lumber, furniture, and 
paper.  Today it is becoming apparent that energy 
products – in a number of forms – will be a growing 
part of the forest economy.  Providing wood for a 
variety of energy uses in a sustainable, economic 
and consistent way will be a growing challenge for 
the region’s foresters. 

Some thoughts on Bioenergy — Eric 
Kingsley, Innovative Natural Resource Solutions 
LLC 

Gas in the truck, oil for the furnace, natural gas and 
coal when we flip the switch for electricity – fossil 
fuels are a core part of our life. As prices for oil and 
natural gas have climbed, in some cases skyrock-
eted, alternative fuels have once again captured 
the public’s attention, and are a growing part of our 
energy mix. In the plains and on ridgelines it is 
wind, in the corn belt ethanol, and in New Eng-
land – our forests. 

In the U.S., we use energy in three main ways, 
each roughly equal in consumption:   

·       We generate electricity using coal, natural 
gas, nuclear, and some oil; 

·       To heat our homes, schools and buildings, 
we use oil and natural gas; 

·       For transportation, we use liquid fuels – 
almost exclusively gasoline and diesel – to 
power our cars, our trucks, and to move 
goods and people by rail and air. 

Of course, there are exceptions to the statements 
above (I’m sure there are plenty of foresters with 
wood stoves heating the house), but this accurately 
describes energy consumption in this country. The 
bad news is that with high prices for fossil fuels, 
each of these activities is taking more money out of 
our pockets. On the plus side, each of these 
needs – electricity, heat and transportation – can 
be met with resources from New England’s forests. 

For electricity, wood-fired power plants have been 
a meaningful part of our region’s energy mix for al-
most two decades. Only a few years ago many 
were idled because they could not compete in a 
competitive electricity market. Today, many of New 
England’s wood-fired power plants are operating at 
or near capacity. A new 50 MW plant is under con-
struction in New Hampshire, another new facility is 
in the permitting stage in Massachusetts, and de-
velopers are scouring the region looking to site 
more. 

For heat, many New England homes still have a 
wood stove, and many are back in use. But for 
most homeowners, buying, stacking, and lugging 
wood around does not fit with modern lifestyles. 
For these individuals, wood pellet stoves present a 
clean, convenient and easy way to use wood. Pel-

Quarterly Theme - Dr. Laura Kenefic, Theme Editor 

EXOTIC INVASIVES 
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Quarterly Theme 
Using Short Rotation Woody Crops for 
Bioenergy in North America — Ronald 
Zalesny, Jr. and Don Riemenschneider, USDA 
Forest Service, North Central Research Station, 
Rhinelander, WI 

Scientists from the USDA Forest Service, North-
eastern Research Station and Lake States Forest 
Experiment Station (LSFES), began breeding pop-
lars in the 1920s and 1930s, respectively, to select 
favorable genotypes for pulpwood. In 1973, an oil 
embargo by the Organization of the Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries prompted the LSFES to research 
the efficacy of short rotation woody crops for bio-
energy, specifically to identify productivity limits by 
testing numerous species and varieties, while fo-
cusing on agricultural-type inputs. Given their high-
energy content, increased yield, fast growth, and 
adequate disease and pest tolerance and/or resis-
tance, poplars exhibited the greatest potential for 
bioenergy. Currently, there are more than 75,000 
acres of poplars in North America, with most being 
used for pulpwood and other wood products. In ad-
dition, given their elevated water usage, fast 
growth, and deep root systems, poplars have been 
used for environmental benefits such as phytore-
mediation and agroforestry. Furthermore, the in-
creased prices of 
oil, natural gas, 
and gasoline in the 
last year have 
m ade energy 
crops a free-
market reality. 
Decades of poplar 
research and de-
velopment have 
contributed to an 
increasing interest 
in using poplar 
biomass for elec-
tricity and poplar 
cel lulosics for 
ethanol. 
A biomass project 
using poplar as a 
renewable and 
sustainable supply 
of green energy 
has been implemented by the Public Utilities Com-
missions of Hibbing and Virginia, Minnesota, as a 
result of an $80 million power purchasing agree-
ment from Xcel Energy (Fig. 1).  In 1994, the Min-
nesota State Legislature required Xcel Energy to 
produce 150 MW of renewable generation, of 

which 35 MW needs to be closed loop (grown spe-
cifically for power generation). The planned overall 
fuel mix is 75% harvest residue and 25% dedicated 
energy crop (40,000 acres of poplar). The project 
has a predicted $1.2 billion economic impact. 

Using cellulose for energy is gaining support be-
cause of a mandate in the Energy Policy Act of 
2005 to produce 7.5 billion gallons of ethanol by 
2012, which is an increase of 3.5 to 4.0 billion gal-
lons from recent ethanol levels. Current corn pro-

duction cannot 
sustain this level, 
given that 4 bil-
lion gallons of 
ethanol would 
consume 71% of 
the corn exported 
from the United 
States last year. 
Thus, to avoid a 
“fuel versus food” 
moral issue, al-
ternative energy 
crops should be 
considered. Pop-
lars are an ideal 
potential source 
of cellulose be-
cause they are 
carbon account-
able, meaning 

they have a better input/output energy balance 
than most other crops. In addition, demonstrated 
yields up to 7 dry tons per acre per year can supply 
enough poplar biomass from 11.4 million acres to 
produce 4 billion gallons of ethanol per year. How-

(Continued on page 11) 
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Emerging Uses: Bioenergy
Aggressive Strategy with Alternative Energy Crops

� 10% of gasoline consumed in 2025

� 10% of natural gas consumed by electric utilities i n 2025

� ~7.5 quadrillion BTU of biomass is needed

Source: D. Riemenschneider, USDA Forest Service

Unfilled
By Residue

Urban / Mill 
Waste 
(100%)
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Forest
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(40%)
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0.5
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2.5

2.5

Potential Sources:

1. Energy crops on 80% of CRP
2. Unharvested net forest growth
3. Entire U.S. corn harvest
4. Combination
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Quarterly Theme 
A Short History of Chip Harvest Regula-
tion in Vermont —  Peter Condaxis, 
Regulatory Forester, Ryegate Power Station, 
Vermont 

In the mid-1970s the outlook for energy production 
was very similar to what we are experiencing to-
day: rising fossil fuel prices and a keen interest in 
replacing traditional fuels with alternatives for 
power generation. In 1976, the city of Burlington, 
Vermont identified the need for additional electrical 
generation and began investigating ways to meet 
this need. City planners settled on the idea of con-
structing a wood-fired electrical generating station. 
Wood was a local, abundant, renewable resource 
and the harvest of low-grade material was seen as 
a way to improve forest management in the region. 
A bond issue received strong support for the con-
cept of wood-fired generation; however, there was 
great concern regarding sources of wood fuel and 
potential negative impacts on the forest resource. 
Some groups and individuals were convinced that 
the shade trees in downtown Burlington would be 
harvested, and eventually Chittenden County 
would be clearcut in order to “feed the beast.”  
Posters went up around the city picturing a land-
scape of tree stumps with a bold headline: “THE 
CHIP PLANT IS COMING.” 

Clearly Burlington Electric Department (BED) 
needed a way to mitigate these concerns. In 1979, 
BED hired NESAF member Bill Kropelin to address 
the public’s concerns and Vermont’s Act 248 regu-
latory process. Working with State agencies, natu-
ral resource organizations and individuals, Bill de-
veloped the “Harvesting Policy for Whole Tree 
Chipping Operations in Vermont.” This document 
states that BED will only accept chips from harvest-
ing operations in Vermont certified by a profes-
sional forester as meeting the criteria of “good for-
estry practice.”  These criteria include appropriate 
erosion control measures, visual quality considera-
tions, protection of archeological sites, application 
of Forest Service silvicultural guides, and protec-
tion of wildlife and fish habitats. BED was required 
to hire a forestry staff to implement the Harvesting 
Policy; the Vermont Department of Fish & Wildlife 
(VT F&W) was to have regulatory review of all pro-
posed chip harvests to evaluate impacts on deer 
wintering areas, wetlands, or the habitat of endan-
gered species (“the three criteria”).  BED foresters 
were to prepare a “Chip Harvest Notification” that 
was provided to VT F&W biologists for review; the 
biologists could approve the notification as sent, 
require modification if the proposed harvest nega-
tively impacted the three criteria, or refuse approval 

if negative impacts could not be mitigated by a 
change in the harvest plan. 

The Harvesting Policy was submitted as part of 
BED’s Act 248 permit application, accepted by the 
Vermont Public Service Board and incorporated 
into BED’s chip procurement methodology. In 
1982-83, BED hired NESAF members Bill Samal, 
Betsy Lesnikoski and Peter Condaxis to complete 
the forestry staff and implement the Harvesting 
Policy in the field. Since fuel chip purchases for the 
McNeil Generating Station began in 1983, all Ver-
mont chip harvests have gone through the notifica-
tion/approval process with VT F&W, and BED for-
esters have been “on the ground” working with chip 
harvest contractors to insure compliance with the 
Harvesting Policy.  It should be noted that the Pol-
icy does not apply to wood chips that go to markets 
outside Vermont. 

In 1989, the developers of Ryegate Power Station 
in Ryegate, Vermont incorporated essentially the 
same Harvesting Policy in their Act 248 permit ap-
plication and it became part of Ryegate’s procure-
ment policy. Peter Condaxis was hired by Ryegate 
Power in 1992 and has been responsible for imple-
menting Ryegate’s Harvesting Policy.  While not a 
perfect system, the Harvesting Policy has provided 
a method to insure sound forest management and 
protection of wildlife resources on most chip har-
vest operations in Vermont for the past 23 years. 

Short Rotation (Continued from page 10) 
ever, despite the potential to expand the resource 
base to marginal agricultural land, the availability of 
such biomass is questionable. An aggressive bio-
energy strategy considering 10% of both gasoline 
and natural gas consumed in 2025 would require 
7.5 quadrillion BTU of biomass (Fig. 2). Of the cur-
rent supply, only 5 quadrillion BTU would be sup-
plied by the combination of 100% of urban and mill 
waste (1.2), 40% of agricultural residue (2.5), 50% 
of forest harvest residue (0.8), and 10% per year of 
western small diameter biomass (0.5). Thus, 2.5 
quadrillion BTU of necessary biomass are unfilled 
by residues, but they could be filled by the entire 
United States corn harvest, all of the unharvested 
net forest growth, energy crops on 80% of avail-
able Conservation Reserve Program lands, or a 
combination. The “fuel versus food” dilemma and 
likely public outcry against harvesting native forests 
for energy will push the burden towards energy 
crops. Forestry and forestry research will be an in-
creasingly important source of feedstock develop-
ment and dissemination to help the nation meet its 
rising energy demands. 
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Quarterly Theme 
The New England Bioenergy Industry— 
Charles Niebling, director of public affairs 
for New England Wood Pellet LLC. 

Few would disagree that meeting America’s future 
energy needs will be one of our nation’s greatest 
challenges. Growing global demand for fossil en-
ergy combined with peaking or dwindling supplies 
will require a major transformation in how we live 
and what types of energy we use. 

At New England Wood Pellet, we see renewable 
energy, and specifically renewable energy from 
wood biomass, as a vital and essential part of the 
solution to meeting our nation’s energy needs.
Founded in 1992 by Company President and CEO 
Steve Walker, New England Wood Pellet LLC is 
t h e  l a r g e s t 
manufacturer of clean 
wood pellet fuel in the 
northeastern US. At 
our Jaffrey NH facility 
we process clean 
wood waste, clean 
wood chips and 
hardwood roundwood 
into 80,000 tons of 
clean burning, energy-
dense pellet fuel 
annually, enough to 
meet the heating needs of over 25,000 
households. 

In the last several years, we have experienced tre-
mendous growth in demand for wood pellets.   
There are four factors influencing this. First, un-
precedented fossil energy prices have forced 
homeowners and businesses to explore alternative 
energy options. At current oil, natural gas and pro-
pane prices, heating with wood pellets costs 15-
30% less than conventional fossil heat. 

Second, homeowners are generally more aware of 
alternative energy options than they were just a 
few short years ago. Renewable energy, including 
biomass, solar, geothermal, and wind, has become 
more widely accepted in the marketplace for both 
residential and commercial applications. “Green” 
building is catching on! 

Third, environmental and renewable energy poli-
cies at the state and federal level are pushing the 
marketplace to develop cost effective technology 
for use of renewable energy. For example, many 
New England states have renewable energy re-
quirements for electric power production, or pro-
vide incentives and grant for renewable energy 

conversions. In Europe, efforts to reduce green-
house gas emissions (especially CO2) are pushing 
the use of biomass energy, considered to be 
“carbon neutral.” 

And finally, there is a growing array and availability 
of pellet burning stoves, furnaces and boilers, to 
heat homes, office buildings and commercial 
spaces. New England Wood Pellet now has sev-
eral dozen customers to whom we make bulk deliv-
eries for heating homes and businesses. 

In the last several years, the pellet fuel industry has 
seen tremendous growth in demand across the na-
tion. It is has been a challenge for the industry to 
meet this demand, and shortages of pellet fuel 
have been reported throughout the country. New 

England Wood Pel-
let has an ambitious 
growth strategy to 
meet the demand. 

We are building two 
new 100,000 ton 
per year manufac-
turing plants in two 
northeastern states, 
w i t h  g r o u n d -
breaking this sum-
mer. This fall we will 
begin importing by 

bulk rail transport over 80,000 tons per year of pre-
mium wood pellets from a Canadian manufacturer, 
to supplement our own production. We’re finishing 
a new fabrication shop in Jaffrey where pellet mak-
ing equipment will be designed and manufactured.   

And we’re taking further steps to increase produc-
tion at our Jaffrey facility. This has created chal-
lenges in procuring enough sawmill residues, chips 
and roundwood to supply our facility. Throughout 
New England, demand for lower grades of timber 
resources remains very high with competition from 
pulp & paper manufacture, biomass energy facili-
ties, and demand for firewood increasing.   

We are optimistic about the future of biomass en-
ergy in the northeast. Cheap, plentiful fossil energy 
is a thing of the past. Society is actively seeking 
economic and sustainable solutions. The heat seg-
ment of our energy economy represents one third 
of total energy consumption and expenditures of 
over $200 billion annually. In the New England, 
wood pellet fuel – an indigienous and renewable 
resource – can be part of the solution. There’s no 
fuel like an old fuel! 

For more information, go to www.pelletheat.com. 
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DIVISION NEWS 

Volunteer!                        Two Maine Schools Need Forester Presenters This Spring                     Volunteer! 

The China School Forest, a great outdoor classroom on 40 acres will host students from its primary and middle 
schools all day on Friday, May 19th.  Suggested topics include forestry, wildlife, natural resources, nature jour-
nals/art, folklore stories.  Contact Elaine Philbrook at China Primary at 445-1550, ephilbrook@china.k12.me.us 
or Anita Smith at China Middle School at 445-1500, asmith@china.k12.me.us.  

Gorham Middle School will host over 200 7th graders on John Alden’s woodlot on June 1 & 2. MESAF is a co-
host. They need people at a number of learning stations such as food chains, succession (forest and pond), biodi-
versity, tree ID, land use and more. Contact Pat Maloney at Maine PLT, www.mainetreefoundation.org, Sue Ay-
garn at 947-2800 or saygarn@landvest.com or Bill Livingston at 581-2990 or WilliamL@maine.edu.  

It is important that our youth have the best information available about forests and who better should they learn 
it from than foresters and those who have a keen interest in the forest resources.  Volunteer your knowledge for 
the betterment of our forests. 

MESAF Spring Meeting — Continuing the theme 
of the MESAF Fall meeting of “Fifteen Years of 
ABC (Anything But Clearcutting) Silviculture: What 
have We Learned And What Should Foresters Do 
Next” will be the topic of a field session to be held 
Thursday, June 8, 2006 in the Bingham/Jackman 
area of Maine. We will tour partial cut sites to see 
what has happened to them over the years. The 
details of the tour are being worked, but we will 
likely visit sites on Plum Creek, Passamaquoddy 
lands and LandVest operations. So save the date. 
MESAF members will receive a flyer and others 
can contact Laura Audibert, MESAF Division Man-
ager for more information. See the NESAF News 
masthead for contact information.    

Upcoming Fall MESAF Meeting —  MESAF Fall 
Meeting Date is Tuesday, October 10, 2006 at the 
Corbett Business Building on the campus of the 
University of Maine. The topic and agenda will be 
determined this spring. Mark your calendars. 

Maine Tree Growth Bill to require public access 
killed —  The bill that would require lands enrolled 
in Maine’s Tree Growth Tax Program be open for 
public access has been killed for the current ses-
sion of the Maine Legislature. The bill, which was 
introduced last year, had met with heated opposi-
tion at a public hearing in March, 2005 from mem-
bers of the Small Woodland Owners Association of 
Maine and others and was held over to the current 
session.  

Much of the credit for arguing the case against the 
bill goes to the many SWOAM members who testi-
fied or contacted their state legislators. Considering 

that many legislators are not familiar with Tree 
Growth, small landowners were extremely effective 
in presenting their case. Source: SWOAM News, 
March 2006. 

Other bills currently of interest to foresters and 
landowners in the Maine Legislature hopper are: 
Legislative Document (LD) 1759: “An Act to 
Strengthen Maine’s Timber Theft Laws”, LD 1789: 
An Act to Deter Environmental Terrorism in Maine”, 
LD 1802: “An Act to Sustain Good Local Planning 
Practices”, LD 1872: “An Act to Provide Forest Cer-
tification Cost-share Incentives to Forest Landown-
ers and Licensed Foresters” and LD 1922: “An Act 
to Amend the Laws Governing All-terrain Vehicles”.  
For the latest on any of these bills check the Maine 
Legislative website at: http://www.maine.gov/portal/
government/legislature.html.  

Paul Miller and SWOAM —  Paul Miller, Forester 
for six years with the Small Woodland Owners As-
sociation of Maine (SWOAM) announced that he is 
moving on to the world of consulting forestry in 
January 2006. In addition to his working with cli-
ents, Paul will be contracting with SWOAM for 60 
hours a month to continue writing for the newslet-
ter, land certification, Land Trust activities and mis-
cellaneous items. Marc Johnson, MESAF Corre-
spondent says, “Paul has a unique mastery of be-
ing able to talk forestry with the layman.” We wish 
Paul the best in his new direction. You may contact 
Paul at his Washington, Maine home at for-
ester@midcoast.com.  

2006 Maine State Tree Farm Winner — At the 
Agricultural Trades Show in Augusta, Maine, the 

MAINE -  Marc Johnson 
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2006 Outstanding Tree Farm Award for Maine was 
presented to the Malcolm Coulter family and their 
Timberdoodle Tree Farm located in Eddington, 
Maine.  Many of you University of Maine graduates 
will remember Dr. Coulter as your wildlife 
professor. Not only did Dr, Coulter teach “principles 
and concepts” about wildlife and habitat, he also 
practiced habitat management to benefit wildlife on 
his Tree Farm. Timberdoodle Tree Farm will be the 
site for the Outstanding Tree Farm Field Day, 
planned for Saturday, August 26, 2006. Come and 
see examples of forest management that 
complements wildlife habitat. This will be an 
interesting day for landowners, foresters and 
former students on Dr. Coulter. 

New Publications — The USDA acknowledges 
the Maine Forest Service and its partners for their 
significant contributions toward development of a 
regional protocol for monitoring BMP use and ef-
fectiveness on timber harvest sites. Other MFS 
partners acknowledged in this publication include:  
Atlantic Salmon Commission, Forest Advisory 
Team (FORAT), Sustainable Forestry Initiative and 
the Master Logger Program. “Development of a 
Repeatable Regional Protocol for Performance-
Based Monitoring of Forestry Best Management 
Practices” http://treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/20797 
discusses the development process and initial test-
ing of a consistent, repeatable BMP monitoring 
protocol for timber harvesting activities adjacent to 
water bodies focusing on the underlying principles 
which guide the design and applicability of BMP’s. 
The protocol, currently undergoing beta testing in 
11 northeast area states will help determine future 
silvicultural permitting exceptions under the next 
reauthorization of the Clean Water Act.  

Georgia-Pacific mill in Old Town, Maine Clos-
ing — Georgia-Pacific announced on March 16, 
2006, the closing of its pulp and tissue mill on the 
shore of the Penobscot River in Old Town, Maine 
and its four satellite chip mills. The closing affects 
more than 400 workers who will be given 60 days 
severance pay while the State of Maine tries to 
seek a new buyer for mill in that same time frame.
Four wood chip mills in Costigan, Milo, Portage 
and Houlton which employ 30 people and supplied 
raw material to the Georgia-Pacific have ceased 
operations. The mill consumed over one million 
tons of pulpwood annually. 

Hurricane Katrina Relief Contribution by Maine 
Student Chapter and MESAF— The Maine Stu-
dent Chapter began soliciting donations to support 
their student counterparts at Mississippi State.  
During the MESAF winter meeting $240 was col-
lected.  Bob Seymour received a letter from Don 
Grebner, the Student Chapter Advisor at Missis-
sippi State.  The amount to cover the school book 
expenses for the four neediest students was 
$1740.  The Maine Student Chapter agreed to do-
nate $500 and the Maine Division Executive Com-
mittee voted to donate the difference ($1000). Indi-
vidual checks were written to the four students and 
their names will be confidential.   Wil Mercier will 
look into sending the students Maine T-shirts and 
calendars along with the money.  An article will be 
appearing in the Forestry Source on the donations.  
Tony Filauro will follow up with his BDN contact to 
see if an article can be published there as well.— 
Ron Lemin 

being revisited, with existing rules for timber man-
agement proposed as the standard. Senate Bill 
314 will include wood energy plants as “renewable 
energy” so they can receive credits and price sup-
ports. Hope to link BMP’s to the “alteration of ter-
rain” regulations for forestry. See www.NHTOA.org 
for updates. Forester Licensing Board Secretary 
Nory Parr reported 288 licensed foresters in NH in 
2005. For full list, see www.state.nh.us/jtboard/fr.
htm.  The board is looking to clarify the exemption 
for industrial wood buyers, with full written disclo-
sure suggested so the relationship is clear to the 
landowner. Project Learning Tree director Esther 
Cowles thanked us for our continued support,  with 
an annual $500 grant and also for our volunteering 

GSD Winter Meeting — About 140 natural re-
source professionals attended the GSD/SAF winter 
meeting at Waterville Valley. State Forester Phil 
Bryce reported that Ken Desmarais was promoted 
to administrator of the Forest Management Bureau, 
Neil Bilodeau is the new ranger in the Hillsborough 
County and George Bald will be returning as DRED 
Commissioner in April. See www.nhdfl.org for de-
tails. Jasen Stock, Director of NHTOA, reported 
that Hunter Carbee has moved back to the private 
sector and they are looking for a half time person 
as Program Director. The Professional Loggers 
Program has 26 classes planned for this spring. 
The legislature is considering road bonding stan-
dards. Also, drinking water watershed protection is 

GRANITE STATE - Jon Nute 
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as PLT presenters.  White Mountain National For-
est supervisor Barney Gyant announced the revi-
sions to the Forest Plan are almost complete. See 
www.fs.fed.us/r9/forests/white_mountain/. The 35 
million bd. ft.of timber allowed to be harvested in 
the previous plan has been reduced to 24 million 
bd. ft. for this plan, but only 18 
million feet is being harvested at 
present. UNH Coop. Ext. Forest 
industry specialist Sarah Smith 
said the new edition of the BMP 
manual for water quality when 
logging is available for $6 and 
can be ordered at www.
extension.unh.edu. Global de-
mands are influencing our local 
markets for timber. China is in-
creasing as a big buyer, proces-
sor and manufacturer, with log 
imports growing faster than lum-
ber imports.  Hurricane Katrina 
devastated the US Gulf coast. A 
few local sawmills are using con-
tract imported labor. In NH, red 
oak prices have softened as con-
sumers taste has shifted to white 
woods, sugar maple demand is 
strong, with good red maple fol-
lowing close behind, and white 
pine prices are flat, but strong 
demand continues. Will Abbott introduced himself 
as the new VP of Policy and Land Management at 
SPNHF, replacing Charlie Niebling, who has gone 
to become Director of Public Affairs and Communi-
cations at New England Wood Pellet in Jaffrey.  
See www.spnhf.org.   

J.B. Cullen is taking contributions for the “Buy-A-
Board” fund raiser, which is a joint project with 
GSD/SAF and the Pemi Valley affiliate of Habitat 
for Humanity. Our members are asked to donate 
money, lumber, trucking and labor to build a HFH 
home for a family in the Plymouth area. This cam-
paign was also highlighted at the NESAF confer-
ence in Nashua, April 4-6.   

Mervin Stevens and J.B. Cullen have become SAF 
Fellows. Janice Mulherin recruited volunteers for 
the NESAF conference, and Charlie Niebling re-
cruited hockey players for the Wednesday night 
annual rivalry. Dan Cyr made a resolution that na-
tional SAF not broaden it’s membership to other 
professions and also not make a name change. 
The GSD Exec. Com. will poll the membership this 
summer and present the results at our next meet-
ing. Don Quigley was recognized for his exemplary 

performance as 2005 Chair and elections passed 
unanimously for the following officers: Chair, Dave 
Pilla; Vice Chair, Pat Hackley; Secretary, Janice 
Mulherin; Treasurer, J.B. Cullen; Education, 
Wendy Scribner; Policy, vacant; and NESAF, Pete 
Howland. 

During lunch, NH Tree Farm 
thanked Patrick Kenney for his 
good work as chair in 2005 and 
welcomed Brian Johnson as 
chair for 2006. John O’Brien re-
ported that 339 of 455 reinspec-
tions were completed in 2005, 
with 168 foresters trained as vol-
unteers. Foresters recognized for 
doing more than 10 reinspec-
tions were Peter Pohl, Wayne 
Young, Don Johnson, Scott Aspi-
nall, Charlie Baylies, John Fergu-
son, Pete Farrell and Charlie Mo-
reno.  Don Black was recognized 
specially for doing 38 reinspec-
tions. George frame was recog-
nized for receiving the 2006 Na-
tional Field Leadership Award 
from the American Tree Farm 
System. 

The two Student of the Year 
awards of $500 each went to 

Ethan Pierce, a senior at the UNH College of Life 
Sciences and Agriculture and Bryan Comeau a stu-
dent at the UNH Thompson School with a 3.9 GPA. 

Stan Knowles received a framed certificate of ap-
preciation from the Community Forestry Advisory 
Council. The coveted GSD/SAF Forester of the 
Year award went to retired UNH forestry professor 
Richard Weyrick, who started teaching at UNH in 
1974. 

After the lunch ceremonies, the crowd returned to 
the conference room to hear a panel discussion on 
Liquidation Harvesting - What are the Issues.  Don 
Quigley moderated with speakers being Charlie 
Levesque, of Innovative Natural Resource Solu-
tions; US Forest Service Wildlife Specialist Mariko 
Yamasaki; Ted Tichy, forester for T.R. Dillon; US 
Forest Service Silviculturist Bill Leak; Ned Therrien, 
Board Chair of the NH Timberland Owners Assoc. 
and Dan Sundquist, Director of Research for the 
Society for the Protection of NH Forests. The pub-
lic objects to clearcuts and liquidation harvests 
from an aesthetic perspective, which may push for 
policy and legislation changes, but the conse-
quences of land conversion was seen as more se-
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rious for forest management in NH for the future.     

In other news, the Fraser Papers pulp mill in Berlin 
will close on May 6. The mill employs approxi-
mately 250 and purchases about 800,000 tons of 
pulpwood annually. Meanwhile, Public Service 
Company has shown interest in developing a 
wood-fired power generator on the site. Projected 
usage is 450,000 tons/year. The Fraser closing 
comes on the heels of the shutdown of Groveton 
Paper Board Co. of Northumberland, N.H., which 
led to the elimination of 220 jobs. 

2006 Black Fly Breakfast —  The popular 8th 
annual Black Fly Breakfast was attended by 120 
foresters. Updates were provided by Sarah Smith, 
UNH Coop. Ext. Forest Industry  Specialist; State 
Forester Phil Bryce, NH Div. Forests & Lands; 
legislation concerns by NHTOA Director Jasen 
Stock; forest pest concerns by Kyle Lombard, NH 
Div. Forests & Lands; NH Fish and Game’s new 
Wildlife Action Plan was introduced by Darrel 
Covell, UNH Coop. Extension Wildlife Specialist 
and Sarah Smith discussed a pilot project 
analyzing the effectiveness of BMPs. 

UNH forestry senior Joseph Shannon presented an 
analysis of stumpage and delivered log prices from 
1941 to 2001. For a copy, contact Karen.
Bennett@unh.edu. 

Northern Logger and Timber Processor  magazine 
Executive Editor Eric Johnson provided his 
thoughts on a look into the future of the forest in-
dustry. On the sawmill side, he sees the smaller 
mills playing catch up to the larger mills that have 
modernized and become more efficient by using 
thin saw blades, labor-saving equipment and better 
energy efficiency. On the logging side, the trend 
will continue to cut-to-length processing, which has 
lower labor costs, a safer work environment, the 
ability to work in all kinds of weather and can leave 
a lighter footprint in the forest.  However, fuel costs 
and international markets are the wild cards across 

On February 20, 2006, Eric Samal, son of Green 
Mountain Division Chair Bill Samal and his wife 
Laurie Samal, died in a car wreck in the village of 
Jeffersonville. Eric was 20.  

The Green Mountain National Forest is finally mov-
ing ahead with several timber sales although some 
are still being held up in the courts. 

The State of Vermont has hired Gary Sabourin to 
be the new “Clear and Clean” Forester who will be 

working on the Champlain Basin project, a major 
initiative of Governor Douglas. Gary had been a 
state lands forester in the St Johnsbury office. Also 
in State news, a new county forester for the coun-
ties of Caledonia and Essex has been hired from in 
house. Matt Langlois now covers the two counties 
in the very northeast of the Northeast Kingdom re-
gion. Chris Olson, formerly a consulting forester, 
was hired a few months back to replace the previ-
ous Addison County Forester, David Brynn, who 

the industry that will be the two main variables to 
watch. 

250 % Increase in SAF Membership!! - No, this is 
not a misprint or miscalculation. It really happened 
at UNH in 2004 and again 2005. Student member-
ship in the SAF jumped from 8 to 20 students and 
the projections for ’06 look good as well. At a time 
when national enrollments are sagging among pro-
fessional and students, the Granite Sate found a 
way. 

In 2004 the Executive Committee of the Granite 
State Division did some brainstorming about stu-
dent membership and student involvement and 
launched the “Student SAF Sponsorship Program”.  
Professional members were asked to voluntarily 
sponsor a student at the Thompson School or 
Natural Resources Forestry Program for the entire 
$35 annual membership. The students were then 
matched with a professional and encouraged to 
contact one another or meet at the annual Winter 
Meeting. For the past two years 18 professionals 
from the Division chose to participate.  In 2005 the 
National SAF began a student sponsorship pro-
gram on the heels of the successful introduction in 
the Granite State. 

The program has some skeptics who think that stu-
dents will not learn to value professional affiliation if 
it is handed to them for free. Surprisingly, the stu-
dents say the money has little to do with their en-
thusiastic participation. The students seem to be 
very impressed by the commitment demonstrated 
by the professionals to their SAF organization and 
the willingness to invest in the career development 
of a complete stranger. Participating professionals 
say it feels good. 

The Granite State Division plans to continue the 
program and monitor short and long term student 
participation.—Donald W Quigley, Thompson 
School, Durham, NH  

GREEN MOUNTAIN - Ray Toolan 
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has moved on to academia at the University of Ver-
mont Rubenstein School of natural Resources.  

Wood markets overall seem to be holding pretty 
well and all manner of products can be seen on the 
move. The odd kind of winter seen in Vermont this 
year has not been kind to the logging community 
as the ground never froze in many areas. Snow 
cover is quite thin as well so even though demand 
is good it is difficult in many places to operate un-
der current conditions. 

With the weird weather being what it is more than a 
few sugar makers tapped their trees in early Febru-
ary, way ahead of the normal schedule. Others, 
remembering similar climatic conditions of a few 
years ago waited until the more tradition time 
around Town Meeting Day (first Tuesday in 
March). A fair bit of syrup was made in that early 
February run and now we need to see how the rest 
of the season will go. 

The Forest Tent Caterpillar seems to be following 
the same pattern as in the mid-80s outbreak. Egg 
mass surveys in the northern half of the state are 
finding little evidence of this pest while the south-
ern half is still heavily involved. It is expected that 
the FTC will move north as it did 20 years ago until 
the north-country is also heavily hit. Time will tell. 
Another insect pest, the Lecanium Scale, is being 
found in significant numbers all over the state. The 
last major outbreak  

The issue of wind turbines on Vermont’s ridge lines 
continues to spark animated debate. The item was 
on the ballot in the town of Sutton up in the North-
east Kingdom this Town Meeting Day. The majority 
of the voters in that town were clearly opposed to 
the idea. The concept of clean renewable energy is 
wonderful but there appears to be many unan-
swered question around the use of wind turbines 
that go well beyond merely how they might look on 
our ridgelines. 

The Vermont Legislature is in session. There ap-
pears to be only one forest related bill currently un-
der consideration. This is H-0648 and is titled: 
Heavy Cutting and the Land Gains Tax for Timber 
Harvests. This bill would require the Department of 
Forests, Parks and Recreation to “Investigate com-
pliance with the state heavy cutting law and land 
gains tax requirements for timber harvests..”  It ap-
pears that this bill would require the Department to 
not only continue dealing with the heavy cut law 
but to also be able to come up with harvest vol-
umes (from stump cruises?) to insure that all vol-
umes and the income derived there from was re-
ported. It was unclear how this mission might be 
accomplished in light of current workloads and staff 
shortages. 

That’s it for the Green Mountains from outpost Mor-
risville. 

MASAF— The Winter Meeting on 19 January in 
Sturbridge attracted 40 foresters and featured a 
presentation by Bill Hull on the future Russsell Bio-
mass Plant. The following new chapter officers 
were elected: Michael Fleming, Chair; Chris Pryor, 
Vice-Chair; and Joel Dumont, Secretary-Treasurer.  

The MA Chapter recently received a Forestry Inno-
vative Grant from the USDA FS and through DCR 
Bureau of Forest Fire Control & Forestry. MASAF 
will work with marketing expert John Newton. This 
Grant will promote sustainable long-term forest 
management through professional licensed forest-
ers. Ben Urquhart volunteered and is assisting the 
officers as they pilot this grant into the action stage. 
Chris Pryor and Ben Urquhart volunteered to serve 
on as our Massachusetts liaisons on the Yankee 
Division Webpage subcommittee.  Look for the up-
coming activation of the MA Chapter web site lo-
cated on the NESAF web site under "Divisions & 
Chapters" at: http://www.nesaf.org/members/div.
htm. 

The MA SAF chapter has submitted the necessary 
paperwork to the USFS to obtain funding for a mar-
keting and educational campaign that will improve 
forest management in MA by promoting the use of 
professional foresters. We expect to initiate the 
public aspect of this project with a large meeting 
towards the end of the summer. For additional in-
formation please contact Ben Urquhart 
(bnurquhart@gmail.com) or Chris Pryor 
(cpryor@newenglandforestry.org). 

Predicting Rich Mesic Forests (RMF) within MA 
Wildlife Management Areas—  To enhance un-
derstanding of biodiversity on MA Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas and to improve protection of RMF, the 
MA Div. of Fish & Wildlife staff and consultants re-
viewed known occurrences of RMF in MA, then 
predicted, field checked, and delineated new oc-
currences of this natural community type that is 
best characterized in Massachusetts by a diverse 
canopy of northern hardwoods dominated by Acer 
saccharum, high species richness, abundant spring 

MASSACHUSETTS - Anne Marie Kittredge 
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ephemerals and associated rare plants growing in 
a moist, nutrient rich environment of limited geo-
graphic extent. 

More than 100 “potential” RMF polygons were 
identified (<1 - 755 ac) in the 5 western ecological 
regions. Field verification of 60 potential RMF poly-
gons (May- July 2005) confirmed 22 of 60 polygons 
(37%) contained RMF (<1 - 73 ac). These new 
RMF occurrences (154 acres) more than doubled 
the acreage of known RMF within MA Wildlife Man-
agement Areas.    

The University of Massachusetts  at Amherst, 
Department of Natural Resources Conservation, 
will host the Annual Student & Alumni Banquet on 
May 4, 2006. The Department will honor the 2006 
Distinguished Alumni, Bruce Spencer, retired 
Chief Forester, DCR Quabbin Reservoir and Dr. 
David Conover . More than $35,000 in student 
scholarships will be awarded at the banquet. 

The University of Massachusetts Cooperative 
Extension staff announces  MassWoods.net 
(http://www.masswoods.net). MassWoods.net was 
developed to help landowners and is intended to 
provide information to woodland owners when they 
need to make critical decisions about  1) the poten-
tial sale of timber and 2) planning for the future of 
the property. It features an interactive map that di-
rects landowners to local resources. Service forest-
ers, local land & statewide land trusts and conser-
vation organizations are listed by town. The list of 
resources will soon be expanded to include li-
censed foresters and community members who 
may assist landowners. Monthly updates will in-
clude information about new programs, opportuni-
ties and success stories.  

Although MassWoods was designed to target land-
owners at decision making times, this site will also 
serve as the main portal for UMass Extension’s 
Forest Conservation Program. Look for information 
on our programs and research including: Coverts, 
A CoOperative Resource Network (ACORN) and 
Cases of Conservation. Licensed foresters will find 
links relevant to licensing and continuing educa-
tion.  A web based database for the Southern New 
EnglandStumpage Survey will soon be 
added. Links to other forestry information programs 
will also be available.   

MassWoods can help to create a network of in-
formed landowners and community members and 
this network can help guide other landowners to 
valuable resources and professionals. In addition, 
MassWoods encourages landowners to consider 
the role their properties plays in their landscape 

and communities. MassWoods encourages com-
munity members and municipal officials to value 
private woodlands for the many public benefits they 
provide to the community with relevant links and 
PDFs such as: AFT's "Cost of Community Ser-
vices", MA Audubon's "Losing Ground", and Har-
vard Forests "The Illusion of Preservation".    

This site will be maintained by Paul Catanzaro, 
Forestry Extension Specialist, University of Massa-
chusetts, Amherst. Contact Paul if you have any 
comments cat@umext.umass.edu or 413.545-
4839. Please consider putting a link from your or-
ganization to MassWoods.   

Long-term ecological monitoring (LTEM)- As a 
result of cooperative efforts among the University 
of Massachusetts, DCR (DWSP and BOF) and 
DFW, this group is in the process of establishing 
an advisory board and monitoring criteria for long-
term ecological monitoring of large-scale forest re-
serves and (actively managed) working forests at 
three scales: landscape, land type association, and 
selected keystone species scales. 

Conservation Management Practices (CMPs)  
have been designed to protect rare species and 
habitat during forest management operations in 
Massachusetts. As part of a cooperative project 
between NHESP, the University of Massachusetts 
Extension, DFW, DCR (DWSP, and BOF), CMPs 
are available for public review for the following 5 
species: common loon, spotted turtle, wood turtle, 
eastern box turtle, and the mole salamanders 
(blue-spotted, Jefferson and marbled salaman-
ders).  

FSC audit of private forestlands— The Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recreation seeks bid-
ders for an audit of those properties that have ap-
proved management plans.  Chapter 61, 61 A and 
Forest Stewardship plans currently cover approxi-
mately 360,000 acres. An initial audit will occur by 
June 2006. 

Road and Trail Inventory—  The Department of 
Conservation & Recreation (DCR) will soon hire 
consultants to assist with a road and trail inventory 
which should be complete by 2007. The objective 
is to gather information on road and trail safety and 
erosion status in an attempt to adequately plan for 
the maintenance of these transportation systems. 
Some roads and trails that are not necessary may 
be closed and rehabilitated. 

Potential Vernal Pool (PVP) Survey- Vernal pools 
are important centers for biological diversity in the 
New England forest, providing exclusive habitat for 
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The Connecticut Chapter held its annual meeting 
on January 10th at the New Haven campus of the 
Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station. 
Several papers were presented on research and 
research policy. A major research meeting is 
planned for late 2006 or more likely 2007 at the 
UConn Storrs campus. 

The Connecticut Chapter voted to join the Good-
win Collaborative. The current Goodwin Collabo-
rative members are Connecticut Forest and Park 
Association, the Connecticut Cooperative Exten-
sion System, and the Department of Environ-
mental Protection’s Kellogg Environmental Cen-
ter and Forestry Division. 

The next Connecticut Conservation Forum will be 
November 14, 2006, at the University of Con-

necticut West Hartford Campus. The theme will be: 
Working towards Solutions: How to Sustain Connecti-
cut’s Woodlands. The morning will be three out-
standing speakers on topics related to forest frag-
mentation, property rights, and the various tools that 
can be used to influence future results (e.g., plan-
ning, taxes, subsidies, and other institutional factors). 
The afternoon will focus on ideas and solutions 
emerging from the various committees of the Con-
necticut Forestry Council. 

Several mini-Coverts workshops are planned for this 
spring. On April 29, a session will be held on the Hol-
comb Farm, Granby CT, for five local land trusts, the 
Farm, and Connecticut Forest and Park Association 
to help land stewards improve their understanding 
forest and wildlife management. 

RHODE ISLAND - Gregg Cassidy 

Rhode Island Forest Expo— The Rhode Island 
Forest Conservators Organization, is leading the 
effort to put on a Forestry & Wood EXPO to pro-
mote forest stewardship and to increase aware-
ness about the economic value of Rhode Island’s 
forest. The Expo, which will be held  April 7 and 8 
at  the Community College of Rhode Island cam-
pus in Warwick will include a business luncheon 
and small business development panel  as well 

as seminars, exhibit hall and outdoor equipment 
demonstrations. For more information visit the 
RIFCO website at www.rifco.org/calendar.  

Rhode Island Division of Forest Environment has 
been a key partner in planning the event SAF mem-
bers, Tom Dupree, Chris Modisette, and Marc 
Tremblay have been active in planning and/or are 
speakers at the event.ncluding Tom Abbott, Hans 
Bergey, Gregg Cassidy,  

David M. Smith Outstanding Forester 
Award— The Yankee Division awarded Bill Hull 
with the David M. Smith Outstanding Forester 
Award at its annual meeting in February. 

Bill Hull has been an SAF member since 1969. 
The owner of Hull Forest Products (www.
hullforest.com), in Pomfret, CT, Bill has consis-

YANKEE DIVISION - Jerry Milne 

tently supported the cause of forestry in Southern 
New England by hosting meetings of Tree Farmers, 
Yale Forestry students, SAF, and the general public, 
to name just a few, at his mill and on his forestlands. 
In his latest innovative endeavor, Bill is currently try-
ing to get approval for a biomass power generation 
plant in Russell, MA. 

many invertebrate species and breeding habitat for 
several amphibian species, as well as resources 
for mammals, reptiles, and birds. Due to their im-
portance, and as part of Massachusetts' "green 
certification" under the Forest Stewardship Council, 
the MA Div. of Fish&Wildlife (DFW) has nearly 
completed a vernal pool survey to ensure that ac-
tive vernal pools are protected during forest man-
agement activities. Based on aerial photo identifi-
cation, more than 800 potential vernal pools 
(PVPs) occur on DFW lands across the state.  

About 450 PVPs that occur in upland settings were 
targeted for field visits. DFW staff and consultants 
visited nearly all of these PVPs and confirmed that 
281 PVPs provide habitat for breeding amphibians 
or fairy shrimp, while 167 do not.  One hundred 
twenty six new vernal pools were also documented 
during this three-year project. 

A list of Continuing Forestry Education (CFE) 
opportunities and other continuing educational ac-
tivities are compiled at: http://forest.fnr.umass.edu/
foresterlicense/texts/upcoming.htm 

CONNECTICUT - William Bentley 
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CHAIR’S COLUMN— Ken Laustsen 
The House of Society (HSD) annually meets for 1½ 
days prior to the National Convention.  Attendees 
are the 32 individual State Society Chairs and Na-
tional Student Assembly Chair as delegates and 
Vice Chairs as alternates.  Prior to the meeting 
delegates download a notebook full of issues and 
suggested actions, success stories, and discus-
sion/information only material that encompasses 
the jam-packed agenda.  This year at the October 
2005 meeting, in addition to dealing with and sup-
porting actions on the 15 VOS-TF related recom-
mendations, HSD also proffered to Council 6 other 
recommendations for their review and action.   

I would like to use this quarterly issue to report on 
those 6 recommendations (R) and the resultant 
SAF Council action (A)from their 3-day December 
2005 meeting. 

R: Council reconsider its policy for Foresters’ Fund 
grants and adopt an even-flow distribution system, 
also that Council establish a policy which provides 
for an annual minimum distribution of Foresters’ 
Fund grants. 
A: Council placed a provision in the 2006 budget 
for $40,000 to be available for Foresters’ Fund 
grants. The intent is for this amount to be available 
each year into the future. 

R: Council make clear its Foresters’ Fund invest-
ment policy, and that Council direct the EVP to in-
clude in the Annual Report a summary of the For-
esters’ Fund to include information on beginning 
and ending balances, contributions, investment 
earnings, the funds available for distribution, and 
the actual distribution. 
A: Council decided to combine the responsibilities 
of the Investment and the Finance Committees into 
one. The charter of the new committee calls for a 
report that will be made available each year, which 
will detail the above requested Foresters’ Fund 
items. 

R: Council direct the Ethics Committee to pursue 
the formation of a joint committee with ACF Ethics 
Committee to discuss common interests which 
would lead to the possible resolution of perceived 
conflicts between the respective SAF and ACF 
Codes of Ethics. 
A: Council reminded HSD that they cannot dictate 

(Continued on page 21) 

COUNCILOR REPORT— Leo Laferriere 

Very good news on the financial side: The Forest-
ers’ Fund has been fully restored, with a current 
balance of $1,304,000. This was done through a 
transfer from the General Fund, with the idea that it 
would be made up for through reduced expenses. 
The Foresters’ Fund is now whole and will be man-
aged in accordance with investment guidelines ap-
proved by Council at the December, 2005, meet-
ing. In March, Council approved a proposal from 
Merrill Lynch to act as the investment advisor for 
the Fund. All is in excellent order on a go-forward 
basis here. The Fund is well positioned to accom-
plish its original purpose of providing revenue as a 
source of project grants to the membership. 

The Endowment Fund has a balance of $656,000.  
Council has approved investment guidelines and 
will soon be considering an advisor for that Fund.
And, SAF finished the year with a balance of 
$265,000 over expenses. Together with unrealized 
gains on investments of $46,000, SAF’s change in 
net assets for the year was a plus $311,000. 
Financial strength is building, due to some very 
focused and much appreciated management on 
the part of everyone involved. 

Over the next year, SAF will be looking at a variety 
of ways to more effectively serve members.  For-
estry continues to change and the jobs profession-
als perform are evolving as well.  SAF wants to be 
come more relevant to the changing needs of 
members and to successfully outreach to new 
members. Members and non-members will be en-
gaged through focus groups and surveys. From 
this, SAF will work to better tailor its member bene-
fits and messages to be more effective among 
members as well as communicating to the public.  
SAF will keep members informed as this business 
process takes shape over the coming months. 

President Marvin Brown is concerned that there is 
no US policy in support of sustainable forests. He 
feels a core policy in support of sustainable forests 
could be the impetus for looking at new, more ef-
fective models for government involvement ad-
dressing these issues and concerns. Council ap-
proved formation of a collaborative SAF and Na-
tional Association of State Foresters effort to exam-
ine the desirability of a US policy, develop support-
ing data and create hypothetical scenarios to illus-

(Continued on page 21) 
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CHAIR (Continued from page 20) 
to ACF whether they will form a joint committee 
with SAF to work on this issue.  ACF has stated 
that the SAF Code of Ethics is solely the concern 
of SAF.  A member of Council, who is a member of 
both SAF and ACF, will pursue discussions about 
these concerns at the ACF National Convention 
this year. The Chair of the SAF Ethics Committee 
will pursue resolution of these perceived conflicts in 
2006. 
R: SAF Bylaws be amended to remove the per-
centage limitation on Fellows. Further, that Council 
repeal the limitation on the number of individuals 
that may be nominated for recognition as Fellow. 
A: Council passed a change in the SAF Bylaws 
which will change the manner in which Fellows are 
chosen. The new selection process will use a Dis-
trict Fellows Committee, appointed by the District 
Council Representative, made up of at least five 
Fellows, one from each state or multi-state society, 
each serving a 5-year term. The District Fellows 
Committee will forward the names of nominees to 
their District Council Representative, to carry to 
Council for a final decision concerning the nomi-
nee.  
R: Council engage with the membership from the 
grassroots up through SAF’s existing structure to 
evaluate the scope of SAF. 
A: The President and Vice-President took this rec-
ommendation under advisement. They will bring 
back to Council their suggestions for how to en-
gage membership in this discussion in 2006.   

R: In an effort to share the collective knowledge 
that the dialogue on the VOS report has generated, 
particularly through the State Society Chairs, HSD 
moves that Council use the list of 50 recommenda-
tions to assist Council and the SAF National Staff 
to better service the needs of local units, i.e. Chap-
ters of SAF. 
A: Council thanked HSD for their efforts with the 50 
suggestions provided and Council members began 
the process of examining those recommendations 
for implementation in their districts in 2006 and be-
yond. 

Now if I just happen to be keeping score, I would 
say that HSD won 2, lost 2 and ended up tied for 2.  
Overall a better average than the Bruins of late, but 
still has a ways to go to match the Red Sox and 
Patriots. 
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National Tree Farm Field  
Leadership Award 
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COUNCILOR  (Continued from page 20) 
trate governance models. A detailed strategy would 
be prepared for how the forester community would 
go about developing understanding, acceptance 
and support for these ideas among the general 
public, forestry interests and policy makers.  

Nobel Peace Prize winner Wangari MaathaiRe-
garding will be the keynote speaker at the National 
Convention. This woman started the Greenbelt 
movement and has an amazing history of personal 
survival and determination. When asked what trees 
have to do with peace, she responds “peace on 
earth depends on our ability to secure our living 
environment.” Hers is a magnificent story – Octo-
ber in Pittsburgh. 

Deadline reminders : Field Forester nominations 
to me by May 31st, process at http://www.safnet.
org/who/ffaward.cfm. Candidates for Council 
(District VI) and Vice-President (National) by June 
1st (there must be at least two candidates for each 
office). Fellow nominations (see announcement 
from District VI Fellows Nominating Committee 
Chair Max McCormack in this Quarterly). 
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Newman Gee , 
50, Tree Farmer, 
of St Albans, 
Maine passed 
away on March 9, 
2006 from a log-
ging accident on 
h i s  wood l o t .  
Many of you may 
know Newman, 
aka “Newman’s 
Knees” for his unusual occupation reviving the 
ships knee business.  Knees are tamarack (larch) 
stumps and their root dug out of the ground.  Split 
and cut to length, they were used extensively for 
supporting structures during the shipbuilding era.  
One can also find them in old barn supports.  New-
man made ships knees for the Maine and Cana-
dian wooden boat trade, post and beam builders, 
along with table, chairs and sculptures of his own 
design.  This correspondent had a personal friend-
ship with Newman as his Tree Farm forester.  
Newman’s ship knees have been used in a number 
of restorations and reproductions of sailing ships 
including the reproduction of the Armistad, the 
slave ship featured in a movie of the same name 
and now berthed at Mystic Seaport, Connecticut.  
Two Jamestown, Va., reproduction ships also used 
Newman’s knees. Newman leaves his wife Chris-
tina Gee and two sons, Brannen and Devin, all at 
281 Hartland Road, St Albans, ME 04971.  In lieu 
of flowers, memorial donations may be made to:  
Atlantic Challenge International, 150 Bank Street, 
Harwich Port, MA, 02646. 

David Rock , 74, who just celebrated a 50-year 
award with SAF, died at his home on December 
31, 2005.  He earned a bachelor of science degree 
from Antioch College in 1953 and a master’s de-
gree at the Yale School of Forestry in 1953. His 
forestry career began in South Stratford, Vt. with 
the New England Forestry Foundation. At Berea 
College in Kentucky he managed a 6,000-acre 
working forest and taught farm forestry. He also 
worked as an assistant state research forester in 
New Hampshire, the U.S. Forest Service in the 
George Washington National Forest and at Upper 
Darby and in 1964 went back to Antioch to serve 
as associate director of the Glen Helen Nature Pre-
serve, instructor and associate professor teaching 
biology, conservation, land use and fly fishing.   

In 1973, he and his family moved to Troy, Maine 
where he again worked for the New England For-
estry Foundation. He also taught woodland man-
agement for adult education and soon became an 
adjunct instructor of forestry at Unity College until 
2003. In 1984 he became a private consulting for-
ester serving hundreds of woodlot owners in Cen-
tral Maine. He also served as Director of the Waldo 
County Soil and Water Conservation District and 
the Troy Planning Board. He will be remembered 
as a person of high standards in his professional, 
teaching and community work. He also was a lover 
of maps, snail mail, homegrown vegetables, maple 
syrup, cribbage, most trees and back roads, good 
fish stories and chocolate chip cookies. He had a 
keen intellectual curiosity and was an avid reader 
and researcher and incorrigible teacher.   

He leaves his wife Judy Goodell Rock of Troy, ME, 
a daughter Jennifer, a biologist in North Wales, 
United Kingdom and son, Timothy, a broker and 
his wife Kristin, a physician’s assistant in New York 
City. The family was together in Troy when David 
died. 

Donations may be made in his name to The New 
England Forestry Foundation, 283 Old Dunstable 
Road, P.O. Box 1099, Groton, MA 01450, The 
Glen Helen Association, 405 Corry St., Yellow 
Springs, OH 45387, Berea College College Forest, 
Public Relations, College P.O. Box 2316, Berea, 
KY, 40403 and the Scholarship Program of Unity 
College, Development Office, 90 Quaker Hill Road, 
Unity, ME 04988. 

 

IN MEMORIAM  
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CFE Update 

Northam D. Parr,  
UNH Cooperative Extension 

3785 Dartmouth College Highway, Box 8 
North Haverhill, NH 03774-4936 

Tel: 603-787-6944 Fax: 603-787-2009 
grafton@ceunh.unh.edu 

NE SAF Membership Trend 

Area Sensitive Carnivores, AMC Pinkham Notch, NH  7/28/06                                                                                                                               3.5/I 
The American Marten, AMC Pinkham Notch, NH  7/7/06                                                                                                                                       3.5/I 
Inventorying & Monitoring Wildlife, AMC Pinkham Notch, NH  6/30/06                                                                                                               3.5/I 
Lichens of the White Mountains, AMC Pinkham Notch, NH  6/16/06                                                                                                                     3.5/I 
Chainsaw Safety, Portland, ME  4/26/06                                                                                                                                                                 2.0/I 
Foresters Mud Breakfast, Crawford Notch, NH  4/20/06                                                                                                                                          4.0/I 
Forest Regeneration-Outdoors, Woodstock,Vt.  4/20/06                                                                                                                                          2.0/I 
Uneven-aged Management in NE, Hillsborough, NH  4/13/06                                                                                                                                 5.0/I 
NESAF Winter Meeting, Nashua, NH  4/4-6/06                                                                                                                                           4.0,5.0,3.0/I 
Vt. Forest Health Info Meeting, Hartford, Vt.  3/29/06                                                                                                                                            4.0/I 
2006 Community Tree Conference, Amherst, MA   3/23/06                                                                                                                                    5.5/I 
Christmas Tree Pest Management, Keene, NH   3/16-17/06                                                                                                                               6.0,6.0/I 
NER.DOFE-Alternative Forest Energy, Orono, ME  3/13/06                                                                                                                                   3.0/I 
Yankee Division SAF Winter Meeting, Enfield,CT 2/23/06                                                                                                                                     6.0/I 
Granite State SAF Winter Meeting, Waterville Valley, NH  2/10/06                                                                                                                        3.0/I 
Stream Crossing Guidelines, Marlborough, MA 2/3/06                                                                                                                                            6.0/I 
What’s Bugging the Maine Forest, Caribou, ME 2/2/06                                                                                                                                           1.0/I 
Green Mountain SAF Winter Meeting, Fairlee, Vt. 1/27/06                                                                                                                                     2.5/I 
NH-Vt. Christmas TreeAssoc., Barre, Vt.    1/24/06                                                                                                                                                3.0/I 
Mass. Chapter SAF Winter Meeting, Sturbridge, MA   1/19/06                                                                                                                               2.0/I 

SAF Continuing Sessions Assigned—For listing of CFEs check www.safnet.org  

For other, upcoming NH Forestry workshops/meetings,  check www.extension.unh.edu  

Activity/Date/Location                                                                                                                    Hours/Category  

1 , 0 0 0

1 , 0 5 0

1 , 1 0 0

1 , 1 5 0

1 , 2 0 0

1 , 2 5 0

Nov-97 Feb-02 Apr-02 Aug-02 Oct-02 Feb-03 Jul-03 Nov-03 Feb-04 Apr-04 Oct-04 Dec-04 Feb-05 Jun-05 Jul-05 Nov-06 Mar-06

NE SAF (at large) 36          22          22          19          19          21          19          20          21          21          21          22          22          22          22          22          22          

Granite State 233        213        213        202        203        212        201        207        210        206        189        187        188        177        178        180        190        

UNH 15          8            6            6            7            7            5            5            7            5            5            14          16          16          16          16          22          

Green Mountain 169        156        160        142        142        146        139        145        145        145        144        147        149        143        149        146        153        

UVM 7            30          27          24          24          24          12          13          13          13          8            10          10          5            10          11          11          

Maine 355        326        320        300        301        307        298        308        315        315        297        304        307        292        293        297        301        

UM 64          39          38          30          43          51          38          44          45          45          36          42          47          34          47          34          38          

Yankee 173        6            3            2            2            2            2            2            2            2            1            1            1            1            1            1            1            

Yale 15          38          26          18          27          31          22          24          24          24          17          15          13          5            6            11          6            

Umass 11          14          12          8            9            9            11          13          14          14          8            8            8            7            8            7            8            

Rhode Island 18          21          21          18          18          20          18          19          20          20          20          20          19          18          19          19          20          

Connecticut 135        146        156        140        145        145        132        140        141        141        141        144        144        134        136        140        147        

Massachusetts 174        180        159        161        166        160        164        161        161        153        157        164        149        150        155        156        

TOTAL 1,231     1,193     1,184     1,068     1,101     1,141     1,057     1,104     1,118     1,112     1,040     1,071     1,088     1,003     1,035     1,039     1,075     

Nov-97 Feb-02 Apr-02 Aug-02 Oct-02 Feb-03 Jul-03 Nov-03 Feb-04 Apr-04 Oct-04 Dec-04 Feb-05 Jun-05 Jul-05 Nov-06 Mar-06
National SAF 17,939   17,173   17,441   16,553   16,409   17,064   15,438   16,208   16,503   16,606   16,606   15,761   15,874   14,682   14,730   14,691   15,693   

Mar-06
22          

190        

22          

153        

11          

301        

38          

1            

6            

8            

20          

147        

156        

1,075     

Mar-06
15,693   



24 

Join the growing circle of landowners, 
forest professionals, naturalists, and  

outdoor enthusiasts 
who read Northern Woodlands.  
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ANNUAL MEETING, BIOMASS ENERGY INSIDE 


