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ARFA Returns from Siberia  
The American-Russian Forestry Association (ARFA) trip to Siberia in April was a great  success. ARFA 
Executive Director William A. King signed a Protocol of Intentions with Lt. Governor Vladimir Nagovitsin 
of Tomsk. They agreed  “to promote international cooperation among governors, regional leaders and 
other officials….to create a process for the regular exchange of information on  best practices for re-
sponsible management and sustainable development of northern forests….to provide opportunities for 
site visits and other direct contacts between forestry officials, scientists and other stakeholders…and to 
develop linkages that will encourage business and economic opportunities.” 

During the visitors’ week in Tomsk, 
the Russians presented information 
about the timber industry, the new 
forestry code and environmental is-
sues.  Representatives of NGOs 
spoke of their work in forest protec-
tion.  The Americans visited a log-
ging operation, pencil factory and 
hand-carved- furniture business.  
Discussions among the colleagues 
sometimes revolved around esoteric 
topics such as the distinction be-
tween Russian cedar and Siberian 
pine. 

The group was eager to see the 
woods first hand, and took leisurely 
walks to evaluate them.  One mem-
ber noted the special connection of 

Russians to their forests-- they are often  celebrated in poetry and music.  And more than half the popu-
lation of Tomsk, it was estimated, routinely pick berries and mushrooms from the nearby woods.  

The twelve Americans who made the trip to Tomsk include John Shea of the New England Governors’ 
Conference, ARFA executives Bill King, Gerry Wright and Alexander Chirkov, Si Balch of the New Eng-
land Forestry Foundation, Jeff Parrish and John Hagan of the Manomet Center for Conservation Sci-
ences, Kip Nichols of the Seven Islands Land Company, Tanya Karpiak of the New Horizons Project 
and forest owners Putnam Blodgett, Barbara Campbell and Lila Balch.  

ARFA plans to hold a major forestry conference sometime next year in New England.– Tanya Karpiak, 
VP, New Horizons Project 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OFFICERS 
Chair: George Frame 65 Beech St, Bristol, NH 03222 (O) 603-224-9945 gframe@forestsociety.org 
Vice-Chair:  Ronald C. Lemin Jr.  UAP Distribution, 291 Lincoln St., Bangor, ME 04401 (O) 207-945-3737 (Cell) 207-944-6160 teiron@aol.com 
Immediate Past Chair:  Ken Laustsen Maine Forest Service 22 State House Station Augusta, ME 04462 (O) 207-287-3135 ken.laustsen@maine.gov 
Secretary:  Anne Marie Kittredge, 196 Montague Rd. Shutesbury, MA 01072, (H) 413-259-1756  (C) 617- 851-3577 annemarie.kittredge@state.ma.us 
Treasurer:  Lawrence M. Rousseau CT DEP, 480 Oxbow Dr,Torrington, CT 06790 (H)860-485-0 (O) 860-485-0226 lawrence.rousseau@po.state.ct.us 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES 
Canada:  Floyd, Donald W., UNB Faculty, PO Box #44555, Fredericton, NB E3B 6C2, Canada, (W) 506-451-6866 (F) 506-453-3539 dfloyd@unb.ca 
CT: Thomas J. Degnan, Jr., 22 Caulkins Rd, Old Lyme, CT  06371-1668, (W) 860-434-3497, tdegnan67@yahoo.com 
ME: Spencer Meyer, 84 Summer Street, Hampden, ME 04444-1213, (W) 207-581-2861, spencer_meyer@umenfa.maine.edu  
MA:  Randall J Stone, 321 Montague Rd. Shutesbury, MA 01072, (W) 413-323-6921 EXT 555,   randall.stone@state.ma.us  
NH: J. Peter Howland, PO Box 2291, North Conway, NH  03818-2291, (H) 603-447-5617, howlands3@verizon.com 
RI: Paul Dolan, 120 Nipmuc Rd., Foster, RI 02825, (W) 401-647-3367, pcdolan@ridem.necoxmail.com 
VT: Edward O’Leary, One Aker Farm, 1808 S Albany Rd, Craftsbury Common, VT 05827, (O) 802-241-3683 (F) 802-244-1481 ed.oleary@state.vt.us 
Forest Science: James A. Harding One College Circle Poultney, VT 05764 (W) 802-287-8328 (F) 802-287-8099 hardingj@greenmtn.edu 
Policy: J. Peter Howland, PO Box 2291, North Conway, NH  03818-2291, (H) 603-447-5617, howlands3@verizon.com 
Membership: Ronald C. Lemin Jr.  UAP Distribution, 291 Lincoln St., Bangor, ME 04401 (O) 207-945-3737 (Cell) 207-944-6160 teiron@aol.com 
News Quarterly: Brad Wyman 53 Wyman Road West Dummer, NH 03588  (H) 603-449-6794  (FAX) 603-449-3312 abwyman@ncia.net 
Website Adminstrator: Mariann Johnston, 190 Walker Hill Road, Ossipee, NH, 03864, (H) 603-359-4616, marianng@idaho.edu 
 
DIVISION/CHAPTER OFFICERS 
Granite State    
Chair:  Patrick Hackley, 31 Birch Ave., Gilmanton, NH 03237, (H) 603-267-6395  (O) 603– 435-7428 pahackley@metrocast.net 
Vice-Chair:  Dick Weyrick – Vice Chair 25 Old Concord Tpke, Lee, NH 03824 phone 603.868.2862 email: dweyrick@comcast.net 
Secretary:  Janice Mulherin  2494 Buffalo Rd.  Rumney, NH 03266   (H) 603-786-9848  (O) 603-536-1310 mulherin@adelphia.net 
Treasurer:  Matt Tansey 172 Pembroke Rd. Concord, NH 03301 phone 603.271.2214 email:  mtansey@dred.state.nh.us 
News Corres:  Jonathan Nute  UNH Cooperative Extension, Room 101, 329 Mast Road, Goffstown, NH 03045 (O) 603-641-6060 (H) 603-783-9684 
 
Green Mountain 
Chair: Daniel Kilborn, 405 Vermont Route 102, Brunswick, VT 05905, (H) 802-962-5095, dinkilborn@hotmail,com 
Vice-Chair: Scott Machinist, LandVest Timberlands, 5072 US Rt 5, Newport, VT 05855, (O) 802-334-8402, smachinist@landvest.co 
Secretary: James Harding, Once College Circle, Poultney, VT 05764, (H) 802-235-1515, (W) 802-287-8328, (F) 802-287-8099 hardingj!greenmtn.edu 
Treasurer: David Stevens 1402 Randolph Road Morrisville, VT 05661 (O) 802-888-4374 psteach6@together.net 
News Corres:  Raymond J Toolan  VT FP&R, 29 Sunset Dr. Morrisville, VT 05661-8331 (O) 802-888-5733 raymond.toolan@state.vt.us 
 
Maine   
Chair:  Gary Bahlkow, LandVest Timberlands, Two Monument Square, Portland, ME 04101, (O) 207-874-6158, (F) 207-774-5845, gbahlkow@landvest.com 
Vice Chair:  Henry Whittemore, Maine Tomorrow, 77 Water Street, Hallowell, ME 04347, (O) 207-581-2860, hwhittemore@mainetomorrow.com 
Sec/Treas: William H. Livingston 5755 Nutting Hall, Orono, ME 04469-5755 (O) 207-581-2990 (H) 207-827-4500 williaml@maine.edu 
News Corres:  Tony Filauro, 212 Cottage Road, Millinocket, ME 04462, (H) 207-723-9401, filauro@yahoo.com 
Div.  Manager: Laura Audibert, 11 Leopold St. Fort Kent, ME 04743 (O) 207-834-6773  (Cell) 207-231-0048 la4568@sjv.net 
  
Yankee 
Chair:  Jerry Milne, CT-DEP Forestry, P.O. Box 161, Pleasant Valley, CT 06063, (O) 860-379-7085 (F) 860-379-7103, gerard.milne@po.state.ct.us 
Vice-Chair: John Clarke, 24 St Mary's Drive, Jefferson, MA, 01522, (H)508-963-2070, (F)508-210-0127,jclarke@kenersongroup.com 
Sec/Treas: Tom Worthley, Coop Ext, 1066 Saybrook Road, Box 70, Haddam, CT 06438-0070, (O) 860-345-4511, thomas.worthley@uconn.edu. 
 
Rhode Island 
Chair: Catherine Sparks, 48 E. Killingly Rd, Foster, RI 02825O (O) 401-647-3367 csparks@dem.state.ri.us  
Vice-Chair: Name: Thomas Abbott, 1037 Hartford Pike, North Scituate, RI 02857, (O) 401-539-2356 tabbott@dem.state.ri.us 
Sec/Treas: Rob MacMillan 66 Pinecrest Dr, N Kingstown, RI 02852 (H) 401-295-7305 (O) 401-521-6300 ext 7318  rmacmillan@provwater.com 
News Corres: Gregg Cassidy, 420 East Avenue, Harrisville, RI 02830 (H) 401-568-3247 gcassidy@dem.state.ri.us 
 
Connecticut 
Chair: Joan Nichols,  Nichols Forestry & Logging, 151 Exeter Road, Lebanon CT 06249, (O & F) 860 642-4292 nicholsforestry@charter.net 
Vice-Chair:  Ian Branson, 40 Johnnycake Ln, New Hartford, CT 06057, (H) 860-379-3687, iwbranson@hotmail.com 
Sec/Treas: Jim Pronovost,  34 Remsen Rd, Litchfield, CT 06759, (H) 860 283-4383, jrprojim@netscape.net 
News Corres:  Ian Branson, 40 Johnnycake Ln, New Hartford, CT 06057, (H) 860-379-3687, iwbranson@hotmail.com 
 
Massachusetts 
Chair: Michael J. Fleming, 116 Jamestown Road, Leominster, MA 01453, 978-368-0126 x114, mike.fleming@state.ma.us 
Vice-Chair: Christopher Pryor, P. O. Box 1346, 32 Foster Street,      Littleton, MA  01460,  978-952-6856 x107, cpryor@newenglandforestry.org 
Sec/Treas: Joel E. Dumont, PO Box 105, South Deerfield, MA 01371, 413-665-0267, treetime52@verizon.net 
News Corres: Randall J Stone, 321 Montague Rd. Shutesbury, MA 01072, (W) 413-323-6921 EXT 555,   randall.stone@state.ma.us  
 
Canada 
News Corres. N. Brunswick : Edwin Swift, Atlantic Forestry Centre, Fredericton, N.B.  E3B 5P7,  (O)506-452-3175,  (F)506-452-3525, eswift@NRCan.gc.ca 
News Corres. Quebec: Vacant 
 
Council Delegate 
Roger A. Dziengeleski,  Finch, Pruyn & Co., One Glen St., Glens Falls, NY 12801, (W) 518-793-2541, (F) 518-793-5370, rdziengeleski@finchpaper.com 

Members Serving You In 2007 

The ��������	
�	��� is the official publication of the New England Society of American Foresters.  It is published in January, April, June, 
and October,  and is mailed from Berlin, NH under a non-profit organization bulk mail permit.  Address all inquiries to Brad Wyman, 53 
Wyman Road, West Dummer, NH 03588 603-449-6794 (voice), 449-3312 (fax),  abwyman@ncia.net 
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OUR MISSION AS FORESTERS IS TO BE RESPONSIBLE STEWARDS OF THE EARTH ’S FORESTS WHILE  MEETING  SOCI-

ETY’S VITAL  NEEDS.  THE CHALLENGE  OF OUR MISSION LIES IN  KEEPING FOREST ECOSYSTEMS HEALTHY  AND  IN-

TACT WHILE  CONCURRENTLY  DRAWING  ON  THEIR RESOURCES.  WE WILL  MEET THIS CHALLENGE  BY CAREFULLY  
MONITORING  AND  MANAGING  THE EFFECTS OF NATURAL  AND  HUMAN  FORCES ON  THE FOREST.  OUR DECI-

SIONS WILL  BE GUIDED  BY OUR PROFESSIONAL KNOWLEDGE , OUR COMPASSION FOR ALL  LIVING  THINGS , OUR 
DESIRE TO IMPROVE CITIZENS ’ LIVES, AND  OUR RESPECT AND  CONCERN FOR THE ENTIRE FOREST ECOSYSTEM.  
BY ADVANCING   FORESTRY SCIENCE, EDUCATION , TECHNOLOGY , AND  THE PRACTICE OF FORESTRY, NE SAF 
WILL  PROVIDE THE LEADERSHIP TO ACHIEVE  ITS MISSION. 

NESAF Award Nominations Due 
November 17 —Randy Stone 

Believe me this is right around the corner!!! 
The NESAF Award Committee is once again re-
viewing applications for 6 annual awards. 
Pleeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeease take some time to 
think about the accomplishments of your various 
colleagues; team up with a co-worker to share the 
background preparations and nominate one or 
more worthy professionals for an award this year!!! 

I have heard that 1 SAF state society has set a 
goal of submitting 1 name for each of the 6 catego-
ries! What a great challenge. Let’s all follow that 
example. 

If you think that it would help to review the list of 
previous award recipients, please contact me and I 
will e-mail, FAX or mail a list to you. If you are un-
clear about any of the nomination procedures, 
please contact me or your state representative 
whose names are listed on the inside cover of this 
News Quarterly. 

NESAF cannot do this without your ideas. Please 
submit your nomination(s) this week.  The nomina-
tion form can be printed from www.nesaf.org, or 
directly from me. 

Thank you in advance. 

Randy Stone – Massachusetts State Rep, Awards 
Committee Chair 
DCR Division of Water Supply Protection 
321 Montague Road 
Shutesbury MA 01072 
W: 413-323-6927 X 555 
H: 413-259-1557 
Email: randall.stone@state.ma.us    

The Next Generation of Forest Land-
owners —USDA Forest Service 

The Forest Service’s Northeastern Area State and 
Private Forestry has recently begun a communica-
tions initiative on “The Next Generation of Forest 
Landowners.” This initiative focuses on an issue 
many in the forestry community are aware of—the 
risk of change in forest use when land switches 
hands from one generation to another. 
The Next Generation initiative aims to make a dent 
in one significant reason among the many reasons 
forest use changes—a simple lack of discussion 
between landowners, spouses, and families about 
estate planning and the long-term future of their 
forest. Without those discussions, the current gen-
eration’s desire for the long-term conservation of 
the land may not be adequately understood or fol-
lowed when the land changes hands. Since large 
numbers of family forest owners aren’t talking 
about these issues, the take home message of the 
initiative is simply, “Talk about it.” 

Planning and preparation has already involved co-
ordination across the Northeastern Area, the For-
est Service, and with many partners and landown-
ers. Some of the actions taken to date include me-
dia outreach on the Next Generation topic to re-
gional and national news outlets, and a new Estate 
Planning Options for Family Forests page on the 
Northeastern Area Web site (www.na.fs.fed.us/
stewardship/estate/estate.shtml). The Web site can 
be a valuable resource for members of the forestry 
community on both a personal and professional 
level. 

The Northeastern Area has had an early—and sig-
nificant—success in introducing the Next Genera-
tion topic. The May/June 2007 issue of AARP The 
Magazine, which reaches 23 million readers age 
50-plus, featured an article entitled Paving Para-
dise. The article, based on Northeastern Area-
sponsored research, quotes Dale Bosworth, former 
Chief of the Forest Service, and Thom McEvoy, a 
University of Vermont Cooperative Extension For-
ester and Northeastern Area partner. 

The goal of the Next Generation initiative is to 
heighten the level of public interest in the issue. 
General questions may be directed to the project 
lead on the Next Generation initiative, Bob Fitz-
henry, Northeastern Area Public Affairs Team, 
(603) 868-7685 or rfitzhenry@fs.fed.us. 
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Issue Submission 

Deadline 

Publication 

Date 

January 

April 

June 

October 

December 22 

March 22 

May 22 

September 22 

January 15 

April 15 

June 15 

October 15 
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Second Call for Editor —Brad Wyman 

In April we posted the “First Call for Editor.” June, 
2008, will open an opportunity for a new editor to 
enjoy the fulfillment that this assignment brings.   

I regret to report that we have not had a long line of 
postulants at the door; Indeed, not even a line of 
one! 

Every volunteer organization needs a cadre of 
members who care enough to keep it vibrant and 
meaningful.  Many have cited the Winter Meeting 
and the News Quarterly as their most  valued 
membership benefits.   

The News Quarterly editorship is well supported by 
the Executive Committee and numerous corre-
spondents.  The membership is lavish with its 
praise and appreciation.   

If you think you might be interested in this position, 
please contact me.  If you might like the job but are 
skeptical about the commitment, contact me any-
way.  I may be able to assuage your reticence...or 
not.  Ultimately, it is the prerogative of the Execu-
tive Committee to make the appointment.  I will 
work hard to ease the transition to the successful 
candidate. 

30 Years Ago in the News Quarterly  

Ted Natti received the 
“Distinguished Service” award at 
the...annual meeting in Bedford, 
NH this past March. 
 
“An ad hoc committee of the Coun-
cil has been asked to offer some 
SAF organizational alternatives 
to be presented at the assembly 
at the national meeting.  I sus-
pect one alternative will be a 
regionalization of the Society.  
In other words, the New England 
Section might join with New York, 
Pennsylvania and possibly a few 
other states.  This smaller group 
could hold regional annual meet-
ings, where there would be a 
greater degree of communality, 
thus maximizing the educational 
opportunities, as well as sig-
nificantly increasing the atten-
dance.” (Words from the Chair, 
Norman Hudson) 
 
Max McCormack (CFRU, University 
of Maine) and Ted Howard (Bureau 
of Public Lands, Maine) were Win-
ter Meeting Program and Opera-
tions chairs, respectively.  The 
meeting to be held March 8-9. 
 
“The spruce budworm problem in 
the Northeast, and decision mak-
ing on major issues of forest re-
source management are two prob-
lems of primary concern to all 
members of the (NESAF).  Two pa-
pers sent to the Editor from the 
University of New Brunswick have 
cogent bearing on these two top-
ics. One is a paper “Experts, 
Fools, and Why the Budworm Prob-
lem Seems so Complex” , by GL 
Baskerville...the other, “ The 
Baskerville Report—The Professor 
Urges Judicious Use of Spray”, by 
Sue Lewis. 
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Local students planning lots of conven-
tion fun and camaraderie - Jenny Wren 

The Oregon and Washington State Societies have 
taken on the responsibility for organizing the 2007 
National SAF Con-
vention in Portland.  
Student and faculty 
representatives from 
Oregon State Univer-
sity, Green River 
Community College, 
University of Wash-
ington, Central Ore-
gon Community Col-
lege and Mount Hood 
Community College 
chapters are meeting 
regularly to plan stu-
dent activities for the 
event.  Involvement by all Pacific Northwest 
schools with forestry-related degree programs will 
ensure that the convention experience appeals to a 
wide range of students with diverse needs. 
The main topics of discussion among the Student 
Activities Planning Committee members are the 
National Student Assembly (NSA) meeting, Quiz 
Bowl, icebreaker and technical track topics relevant 
to students.  This student group is committed to 
providing opportunities for student members of 
SAF to socialize with other students as well as net-
working with established professionals.  Judd Leh-
man, chair of Oregon State University Student 
Chapter and chair of SAF National Student Assem-
bly, states “Being the host school comes with multi-
ple responsibilities, including providing student ac-
tivities in a way that offers each student attendee a 
positive professional experience that will serve as 
the foundation for their lifelong association with 
SAF.”  The committee is working toward conclud-
ing the majority of the planning by June before 
school is let out for the summer.  

The student committee has accomplished a great 
deal so far by expanding the successes of past 
conventions.  In previous years, scheduling of the 
NSA meeting has conflicted with technical work-
shops, so the planning group has prioritized sched-
uling of all student events with as few overlaps as 
possible. A survey regarding the NSA will be circu-
lated via list serve among chairs and advisors. The 
committee strongly urges student chapters to pro-
vide feedback related to the structure and purpose 
of the NSA so this year’s assembly can be organ-
ized accordingly. 

The committee recognized the cost concerns of 
students traveling to the National Convention and 
worked to provide field tours at rock-bottom prices 
and accommodations at reduced rates to students.  
The committee will also provide guidance and in-

formation about low-
cost restaurants and 
transportation for the 
Portland area.  
All the students in-
volved in the planning 
committee are very 
excited to see the 
2007 National Con-
vention bring young 
foresters together and 
encourage the devel-
opment of camarade-
rie and professional-
ism that so many of 

our retiring members enjoy.  OSU, GRCC, UW, 
MHCC and COCC are looking forward to meeting 
their peers in Portland and challenging students 
from across the country to participate in the 
“Stumptown Stumble.”  Stay tuned! (Jenny Wren is 
chair of the Green River Community College Stu-
dent Chapter.  She can be reached at wren-
bright@hotmail.com.) 
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L.E. Caldwell Company 

 

���������	�
������
�����������������	���
 

Serving clients with quality, quantitative  
analyses to help them meet their goals. 

 
· Timberland Acquisition & Disposition Due Diligence  

·  Forest Valuation & Investment Analysis  

·  Sample Design & Forest Inventory Processing  

·  Timber Supply & Harvest Planning Models  

·  Growth &Yield Analysis  

·  Data Reformatting & Database Programming  

·  Tall Timber© Inventory Volume Processor & Reporter 
                                                                                           
 

 

431 General Turner Hill Road  | Turner, Maine 04282 
ph. 207.225.3955  or  207.377.3956 | lec@megalink.net 

Forest Management and Forest Indus-
try in Northwestern Ontario, In a down-
cycle ! - Pete Hannah 

A friend of mine, Willard Carmean,  shares with me 
a perspective of forestry in northwestern Ontario.  
The area he is familiar with is west of lake Nipigon  
to the Manitoba border and south, along  the U.S. 
border and lake Superior shore. This describes es-
sentially the developed area of northwestern On-
tario, any farther north and much of the land is 
sparsely forested, grading to peatland and tundra. 
In the various Provincial parks and conservation 
areas of Ontario no harvesting is permitted. Algon-
quin Park , about 75 mi northeast of Toronto, is the 
exception where harvesting is permitted in desig-
nated areas.  

Most of the land in Ontario beyond settlement ar-
eas is publicly owned Crown Land.  Harvest rights 
on these lands are granted to industries who must 
then develop a forest management and harvesting 
plan. Of the conifers in the area, larch, jack pine, 
white spruce, black spruce and balsam fir, the lat-
ter four are most desired by the forest industry. 
Most harvests are clearcuts and by law they must 
be regenerated.  To meet this requirement many of 
the clearcuts are planted , others are allowed to 
regenerate naturally and when this is the choice  
trembling aspen and white birch usually dominate 
in the regeneration. 

Until recently trembling aspen and birch were in 
demand by the paper industry but presently the in-
dustry is facing a crisis due to a combination of 
events including  increased energy and fuel costs, 
increased value of the Canadian dollar, and com-
petition from radiata pine and eucalyptus primarily 
from South America. Added to this is the “softwood 
lumber” controversy , and a decline in the U.S. 
housing market. All these factor affect demand for 
the 80% of  Canadian wood , including pulp, that is 
exported to the U.S.    The pulp industry has had 
difficulty adjusting to these economic factors. A 
more diversified forest incorporating other value 
added  forest enterprises would better enable ad-
justments, but the forests lack diversity.  Decades 
of fire control, along with the clearcutting practices, 
have led to a reduction of  black spruce and jack 
pine and an increase in the aspen and birch.  All 
markets for wood from the land are in decline, mills 
are closing, and unemployment is on the increase.  
So how can the cycle be ended, how can the forest 
be diversified or restructured to enable better ad-
justments to future similar economic downcycles?    
One possibility is to identify the most productive 

sites and plant them perhaps to improved species 
and other more marketable tree species.  But what 
else could be planted to increase diversity and ac-
cess to new market demands, sugar maple, yellow 
birch, white ash? White and red pine grown for 
high yield in intensively managed plantations are a 
possibility to increase diversity and market opportu-
nities.  Another option on some lands may be to 
grow existing species, birch, aspen, jack pine and 
spruces to larger sizes for the lumber market, and 
perhaps specialty markets. 

The economic cycle in NW Ontario, and perhaps 
other parts of Canada will change with time.  One 
may wonder if we are experiencing a similar cycle 
in Maine, and perhaps other parts of the northern 
conifer-hardwood forest region? Canada’s trees 
will grow larger if not cut now during a depressed 
market.  Radiata pine and eucalyptus supply may 
dwindle until the younger plantations mature, and 
simultaneously world population and demand for 
products of forests will grow.  The challenge for the 
forestry profession will be to grow forests of high 
quality trees that can compete well in the resurging 
world market that is bound to occur. (Pete Hannah 
and Will Carmean)                                                                        
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Forestland Ownership Changes in “New Eng-
land”: A TIMO Perspective - Steven Mongan, 
LandVest, Inc. 

I’ve been asked to give my perspective on what it 
all means.  That’s a lot to ask – and it clearly de-
pends a great deal on the individual’s perspective.  
The change appears to have been very good for 
consulting firms.  LandVest’s Timberlands Division 
has grown from me and my boss managing 5,000 
acres in 1980, to a staff of 27 professional foresters 
managing 800,000 acres.  The reason that’s a use-
ful perspective is that LandVest is not alone.  Lyme 
Timber, Wagner Forest Management, Fountain 
Forestry, Prentiss and Carlisle, Sewall Co. and vir-
tually every consulting organization in the North-
east has grown significantly, adding many very re-
warding jobs and providing a service greatly valued 
by our clients (who have also added professional 
staff – often from the Northeast).   

While it’s no doubt true this is a golden age for 
those in consulting, there’s also no question that a 
lot of solid professionals who worked in Forest In-
dustry have not been able to find jobs nearly as 
good.  I don’t know how the transition has affected 
foresters who work for governments, but (at least 
for the Northern Forest) one would expect the new 
owners and their diversity of objectives certainly 
must provide plenty of intellectual stimulation and a 
diversity of entities needing services. 

I know the research community has lost great sup-

(Continued on page 10) 

The Changing Faces of Forest Owners in New 
England - Brett J. Butler, U.S. Forest Service, 
Northern Research Station, Amherst, MA 

The second phase of forest conservation in the 
United State is upon us.  The first phase, spurred 
on by luminaries such as Theodore Roosevelt, Gif-
ford Pinchot, and John Muir, obtained its goal of 
placing millions of acres of forest land in the control 
of public agencies.  These lands are being man-
aged under the tenet of “the greatest good, for the 
greatest number” and politicians, managers, scien-
tists, and interest groups have worked hard at de-
fining what this means.  The focus is now shifting 
to the next frontier in forest conservation – private 
lands.   

The diversity, dynamics, and sheer number of pri-
vate forest owners constitute some of the major 
challenges for forestry in the 21st Century.  Who 
are these people and organizations?  What are 
their intentions for their lands?  How can we help 
them be good land stewards and meet their needs, 
the needs of society, and the needs of future gen-
erations? 

In New England, there are more than 950,000 
families, individuals, corporations, and other private 
groups that own forest land.  Collectively, they own 
86 percent or nearly 28 million acres.  Clearly any 
analysis of the region’s forest resources must in-
clude an understanding of these people and 
groups.  Public lands are important too, but their 

(Continued on page 9) 

- Dr. James Harding, Theme Editor Quarterly Theme 

Forest Ownership Changes in New England 
Introduction  - Dr. Jim Harding, Forest Science Coordinator, New England SAF 

In discussing the topic of forest changes, we frequently focus in on biological or climate-based forces.  
Much has been written and discussed regarding New England forestland changes due to such patho-
gens as Beech Bark Disease, Chestnut Blight, the forest tent caterpillar and gypsy moth.  Additional re-
search has forced us to consider the role of acid deposition and global climate change.  Yet through all 
these causal agents another force is at work, which is similarly changing the structure and composition 
of the New England forest: the change in ownership patterns in the Northern Forest.  In this theme, 
three authors offer their perspectives on these ownership changes and how they have influenced how 
our forests look and function.  Brett Butler of the U.S. Forest Service offers a survey of these ownership 
changes and makes a special case for the importance of family owned forests.  It is the family owned 
forests that are likely to see the most significant changes in ownership in the next decade.  Steve Mon-
gan, a forester from LandVest, Inc., shares his perspectives on the role of Timber Investment Manage-
ment Organizations (TIMO’s) in these ownership transfers.  The role of financial investors has grown tre-
mendously over the past 20 years, Mongan suggests that this shift has come with a cost, but it also has 
helped to diversify the values of New England forestland.  Finally, Hagan, Whitman, and Irland explore 
the role that ownership changes are having on biodiversity.  They conclude that the multiple new types 
of owners present challenges for measuring biodiversity, yet there are concerns that some of the new 
ownership types may be less concerned with non-timber values than previous owners were. 
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Changing Timberland Ownership in the North-
ern Forest and Implications for Biodiversity - 
John M. Hagan1 , Andrew A. Whitman1, and Lloyd 
Irland2 

In recent years vertically-integrated forest products 
companies have sold their timberlands throughout 
the U.S.  Nowhere has this change been so dra-
matic as in the Northeast.  We have documented 
this timberland ownership change, with special em-
phasis on implications to biodiversity in the North-
ern Forest Region.  Using a variety of data sources 
and personal interviews, we constructed a data-
base of timberland transactions that occurred in the 
region between 1980 and 2005 to assess land-
owner change.  We classified all landowners into 
14 landowner types (e.g. Industry, Financial Inves-
tors, Public, Non-profit, etc.).  We assessed the im-
plications of landownership change for biodiversity 
through a survey of landowners (n=36 respon-
dents).   

The shift from industrial forest ownership to various 
new owner types is nearly complete (Fig 1).  Be-
tween 1980 and 2005, approximately 23.8 million 
acres changed hands in the Northern Forest Re-
gion, an area nearly equal to the entire 26 million 
acre region (Fig. 2).  Many acres were sold multiple 
times while some owner types, such as Old-line 
Family lands, were relatively stable.  In Maine in 
1994, forest industry owned about 60% (4.6 million 
acres) of the large tracts (>5000 ac) of timberland 
and financial investors owned about 3%.  By May, 
2005, financial investors owned about one-third of 

the large forest tracts and industry owned only 
15.5% (1.8 million acres, mostly in a single owner-
ship). 

Several landowner types have emerged or ex-
panded in the last 10 years, including various Fi-
nancial Investors (e.g., TIMOs), REITs, timber bar-
ons (often former or current logging contractors), 
private individuals (e.g., “kingdom” buyers), and 
non-profit conservation organizations.  Compared 
to former owners, new owners are less likely to 
participate in forest certification.  Most forest blocks 
have remained intact but parcel sizes are declining.  
For example, the former 2.3 million-acre Great 
Northern Paper ownership now resides among at 
least 15 different landowners.  We may be entering 
an incipient stage of ownership fragmentation 
where the fringes (e.g., township-sized parcels) are 
flaking off to financially motivated buyers. 

Landowner types vary in the application biodiver-
sity practices.  Industry had the strongest overall 

biodiversity practice scores in our survey.  Some 
new owners excel in biodiversity conservation, but 
many have weaker biodiversity practices than in-
dustry.  Many landowners in the new landowner 
types declined to participate in our biodiversity 
practices survey and their owner types scored low 
for use of biodiversity practices.  Across the region, 
the quality of biodiversity practices has likely de-
clined with the loss of forest industry land owner-
ship.   

(Continued on page 11) 

Quarterly Theme 

 

Figure 1.  Hancock Timber Resources Group (John Hancock Insurance Co.) timberland purchases and sales in the 
Northern Forest region.  Hancock purchased timberland from two landowner types beginning in 1993 
and sold the same land to 11 landowner types beginning in 1995. 
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It is the family forest owners who represent the 
greatest diversity and the greatest challenge for 
forestry.  There are more than 850,000 families 
and individuals who collectively own 14 million 
acres or 43 percent of New England’s forestland.   
Many have relatively small holdings and their rea-
sons for owning range from having their land as 
woodland retreats to income generation.  It would 
be much simpler if we could concentrate on owners 
with larger landholdings, but the owners with 
smaller landholdings (e.g., less than 50 acres) con-
trol 32 percent of the private forests and these 
lands are the ones that are often most at risk for 
conversion.  How we deal with these “suburban” 
forests will be critical to the sustainability of the re-
gion’s forests. 

The ownership objectives of the family forest own-
ers also are changing due to increased population 
pressures, landowner turnover, and changes in the 
forest industry.  The importance of the land as a 
home site and the accompanying values placed on 
aesthetics and privacy continue to rise.  For those 
interested in financial gains from their lands, the 
land value is increasingly more important than the 
timber value. 

Among the family forest owners, we should expect 
to see a large scale transfer of lands in the next 10 
to 15 years.  Eighteen percent of the family forest-
land is owned by people 75 years or older and an 
additional 24 percent is owned by people between 
the ages of 65 and 74.  Many of these owners are 
interested in keeping the land in their family, but 
many worry about their ability to do so due to finan-
cial constraints and familial issues.  It will be to the 
benefit of the forest owners and the forestry com-
munity if we were to increase our efforts to help 
landowners plan for the future of their lands not just 
through management plans, but through estate and 
legacy plans. 

The second phase of forest conservation in the 
United States is upon us.  Private lands are critical 
for supplying the ecosystem services and tradi-
tional forest products upon which we rely.  Through 
increased understanding of private forest owners, 
through tools increasingly tailored to meet their 
needs, and by continually improving how we com-
municate and interact with owners, private forests 
will help us sustain New England’s sylvan land-
scapes. 

Changing Faces (Continued from page 7) 
importance is more localized and the threats they 
are facing are usually different – it is unlikely that 
many public forests will be converted to develop-
ment any time soon.  Through acquisitions and be-
queaths, public lands will continue to expand, but 
current political climates and high property values 
will likely moderate this trend. 

Not only does the region have a great number of 
private forest owners, but the owners are changing.  
The most dramatic example of ownership dynam-
ics is with the industrial forest lands of northern 
New England.  In the past, the forest industry com-
panies changed periodically, but the overall objec-
tives, if not the specific management practices, re-
mained fairly constant.  Due to changes in the tax 
law and how Wall Street investors valued forest 
land, many of the traditional, vertically integrated 
forestry companies have liquidated their forest 
holdings to focus on core businesses.  Timber in-
vestment management organizations (TIMOs) and 
real estate investment trusts (REITs) began to 
flourish.  These divestitures further complicate the 
ownership patterns due to secondary and tertiary 
land transactions that often result in further parceli-
zation and even more divergent changes in owner-
ship objectives and management, or lack thereof. 

Quarterly Theme 

Forest Ownership in New England, 2006 



10 

 

species specific) and harvest.  The management of 
sawmill lands also varied, but again they were 
looking to grow the species and products that 
suited their own particular business.   While these 
owners fielded constant complaints about how they 
did their management, the resource is still here and 
still provides forest products for the economy and 
all the social benefits forest provide to the general 
public. 

The new ownership pattern, as discussed, has a 
great deal more variety, and the range of owner-
ship goals, and the kinds of management strate-
gies required to meet those goals are equally as 
various.  I suppose this is only editorial, but I don’t 
know how one could conclude anything other than 
the new ownership pattern should be good for pro-
ducing a wide range of forest products and values, 
and should also be good for biodiversity.  

Thus far the new owners have not shown any trend 
toward prohibiting public use of their lands.  There 
are many fiber supply agreements in place that 
guarantee supply to many of the largest facilities in 
the region. 

I guess then the concerns are term of ownership 
and fragmentation.  While extremely short-term 
ownership and large scale fragmentation would 
both be cause for concern, the key element is that 
these lands remain as productive timberland.  It 
also seems to me that successful investments in 
northeastern timberland are the surest way to sup-
port and sustain the Northern Forest, its forest 
based economy and jobs in our profession.  And so 
far, these investments have been successful. 

Quarterly Theme 
TIMO (Continued from page 7) 
port with the departure of Forest Industry, and as 
yet the new owners have not stepped up to fill that 
void.  But while the issue of how to pay for it looms, 
there is no doubt the new owners value forest re-
search – particularly research that will pave the 
way for higher returns from managing timberland.  
There are also new jobs with the TIMO’s and their 
service providers for foresters with advanced de-
grees.  Again my company is a good example with 
a Forest Economist and a Biometrician on staff.  
There has also been a growth in consulting firms 
that specialize in providing directed research for 
fees, so like the Forest Industry foresters, the jobs 
that demand their skills may still be there but aren’t 
necessarily where they used to be. 

And then, it’s probably not unfair to say that the 
alarm over this transition has created new profes-
sional forestry jobs with Environmental NGO’s and 
governments, who must administer easements and 
enforce new legislative restrictions on forestry. 

The Forest Based Economy:  
I don’t have any expertise or direct knowledge 
about how much forest product infrastructure, with 
how much capacity, how much production or how 
much value added there is now versus 20 years 
ago.  Clearly there are fewer facilities, and some of 
the old line mills for boltwood and studwood are 
gone.  There are also new biomass facilities, and 
Canadian processing facilities have been a grow-
ing consumer.   

In the Northern Forest, where development is not 
an issue, the only limiting factors I can see to sup-
ply are the movement of some land to ENGO’s and 
government.  The new owners are believers in the 
economic benefits of forestry and are in the busi-
ness of producing timber from their lands.  It is in 
their interest to grow better trees faster, and grow 
trees that the regional infrastructure will compete 
for.  And because there are a large variety of 
owner types, a likelihood of variety is built-in.  So, 
I’d conclude that while the future will be different 
from the past, that is neither negative nor positive. 

The Resource: 
The resource discussed here is the Northern For-
est.  The big picture is the ownership of the private 
land within this vast area was in the hands of a 
dozen or so large industrial ownerships which were 
acquired and managed to supply pulp and paper 
mills, and another couple of dozen sawmill owner-
ships that owned the land to supply their mills.  The 
management regime of the paper companies did 
vary, but the emphasis was on fiber growth (often 
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diversity. Thus, one of the major goals of sustain-
able forestry (maintenance of biodiversity) is nearly 
impossible assess reliably.   

We recommend that the following be developed:  
(1) new data streams that can help monitor forest 
biodiversity at the state and landowner (or town-
ship) level, (2) incentives to encourage landowners 
to participate in forestry certification, and (3) state-
level processes for annual tracking of large parcel 
transactions.  In Maine, three efforts are under way 
to fulfill the first recommendation.  At UMaine, 
Steve Sader’s remote sensing lab is using satellite 
imagery to quantify harvesting.  The ME Forest 
Service has two programs: (1) working with Ma-
nomet to more effectively use the FIA data to track 
late-successional forests; and (2) expanding their 
post-harvest water quality monitoring system to in-
clude a biodiversity component. 
1Forest Conservation Program, Manomet Center 
for Conservation Sciences, 14 Maine St., Suite 
305, Brunswick, ME 04011, (207)721-9040, 
jmhagan@ime.net. 
2The Irland Group, 174 Lord Rd., Wayne, ME  
04284, 202-685-9613, irland@aol.com. 

Acknowledgements: We thank the National Com-
mission on Science for Sustainable Forestry for 
funding this study, and are grateful to the numer-
ous contacts and interviewees that made this study 
possible.  The full report is available at:  http://
www.manometmaine.org/documents/ 

Implications for Biodiversity (Continued from page 8) 

Three voluntary approaches to conversation policy 
appear to be working.  All owner types employ a 
high level of water quality BMPs.  Landowners that 
were certified by either SFI or FSC had significantly 
stronger biodiversity practices than landowners not 
certified.  There were no overall differences be-
tween FSC and SFI.  Forestland with easements 
prohibiting development and some stipulations for 
biodiversity protection did have stronger biodiver-
sity practices than forestland with no easement.  
Hence voluntary state-level water quality programs, 
forest certification, and easements with stipulation 
for biodiversity may be making important contribu-
tions to forest conservation. 

Harvest levels and intensive management (a long-
term investment) varied with owner types. Industry 
reported high levels of even-aged and intensive 
management but reported harvest levels at or be-
low timber growth.  However, two new owner 
types, Contractors and New Timber Barons re-
ported harvest levels at or beyond sustained yield 
(of wood).  Financial investors also reported har-
vest levels at or above timber growth.  Non-profits 
and public landowners used little even-age man-
agement and report harvest levels much less than 
growth.  New owner types also employ fewer peo-
ple to manage their land.  These results may in-
crease the concerns raised by a recent ME Forest 
Service study which questions the profitability of 
owning commercial forestlands. 

Our study revealed that we lack data sources for 
monitoring the condition of biodiversity on the 
ground.  The public relies almost completely on 
sustainable forestry certification to assure that bio-
diversity is being maintained, but even certification 
does not provide quantitative information about bio- 
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Meeting with the Portland Press Herald  
On May 8th the MESAF Communication Committee 
met with John Richardson, environmental writer 
with the Portland Press Herald.  In attendance at 
the meeting were Gary Bahlkow, Rene Noel  and 
Anthony Filauro . 

The ninety-minute 
meeting with Mr. 
Richardson focused pri-
marily on issues con-
cerning private forest-
land ownership, espe-
cially forestland owner-
ship in southern Maine.  
Our discussion touched 
on a variety of topics 
germane to forestland 
ownership: i.e. real es-
tate development pres-
sure in the southern 
half of the state; the benefit of Maine’s Tree Growth 
Tax Law; logging practices; the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, to name a few. 

The meeting was productive and helps to maintain 
open lines of communication between MESAF and 
media organizations such as the Portland Press 
Herald.  Such meetings allow MESAF to discuss 
forestry issues that can inform and educate the 
public through newspaper articles and through 
other channels of mass communication.  

Katahdin Lake – A work in Progress 
Baxter State Park is in the process of developing 
plans to manage the Katahdin Lake area on the 
east side of the park.  The 4,000+ acre parcel, ac-
quired in 2006, is to be managed as wildlife pre-
serve.   The Bureau of Parks & Lands will manage 
an additional 2000+ acres north of Katahdin Lake 
that was part of the original land deal. 
Recently, 8,000 acres adjacent to the Katahdin 
Lake land purchase has been put on the auction 
block.  The State of Maine’s offer to buy the 8,000-
acre parcel was refused by the landowner 
(Gardner Land Co.) on May 1st.  The state might 
pursue a conservation easement on the 8,000-acre 
parcel, if an acceptable price can be negotiated.  If 
not, the land may be sold to the highest bidder.   

Plum Creek’s Moosehead Lake Development 
Project 

In late April, Plum Creek submitted its third revised 
plan to LURC for development of 408,000 acres in 
the Moosehead Lake area.  On May 18th, LURC 
formally accepted Plum Creek’s revised plan.  
LURC will begin formal review of the project in 

July, with public hear-
ings scheduled for this 
fall.  Interested parties 
seeking intervener 
status must file by June 
20th. 

In the revised plan, the 
number of house lots 
remains at 975 
(unchanged from the 
previous plan); however 
180 of the lots were relo-
cated away from shore-
front locations.  Accom-
modations in the Big 

Moose Mountain Area were increased by 300 
units, for a total of 800 units.  Accommodation units 
include hotel rooms, suites and house lots. 
An additional 20,000 acres of conservation lands 
will be incorporated into the project, up from 70,000 
acres that was included in the previous plan. 

Climate Change Website 
The U.S. Forest Service has created a climate 
change research and development website that 
addresses the impact of climate change upon the 
forests and rangeland resources of the United 
States.  The website can be accessed at http://
www.fs.fed.us/research/fsgc/ climate -change.
shtml 

MESAF Spring Meeting  
On May 24, the Maine Division held a spring field 
meeting in the Bethel/Fryeburg Area.  About 105 
foresters and master loggers attended the joint 
meeting that focused on harvest operations in 
marked wood and unmarked wood stands.  Two 
sites were visited on land managed by LandVest, 
Inc. and two sites on land managed by Southern 
Maine Forestry Services, Inc.  

The LandVest sites were comprised of a hardwood 
stand at Bald Mountain and a mixed wood stand at 
Hicks Pond, in the Bethel area.   The hardwood 
stand was marked for harvest; the other stand was 
not marked.  The unmarked stand was handled as 

DIVISION NEWS 
MAINE -  Anthony Filauro 
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a stumpage operation.  The harvest operation was 
in progress at the time of our visit. 

The two sites managed by Southern Maine For-
estry Services, 
w e r e  b o t h 
marked for har-
vest.  One stand 
was harvested in 
2003.  The other 
stand had not 
harvested at the 
time of our visit. 

Southern Maine 
Forestry Ser-
vices (SMFS) 
strongly favors 
marked wood 
operations.  An 
advantage of 
marking wood 
for harvest is the 
control it allows over the harvest operation, i.e. the 
trees to be cut, the location of skid trails and the 
composition of the residual stand.  A disadvantage 
of marking wood, is the time and cost involved.  
SMFS estimates it costs about $30/acre to mark an 
area for harvest, depending on stand conditions. 

The harvest operations that were inspected were 
well done, regardless of the stands being marked 
or unmarked for harvest.  The experience and 
quality of the logging contractor was evident in the 
condition of the residual stands.   

The opinions of those in attendance varied on the 
silvicultural and financial benefits of marking wood 
for harvest.  It was apparent that a good harvest 
operation was possible when the logging contractor 

was professional and well trained.   Good commu-
nication between the logger and the forester is al-
ways needed; however the need is greatest where 
more independence is allowed in the harvest op-

eration. 

Forest Aware-
ness Commit-
tee 
The Forest 
A w a r e n e s s 
Committee has 
been active 
during the past 
s e v e r a l 
months.  The 
committee has 
developed a 
list of over 100 
foresters will-
ing to work 
with Maine 
teachers to 

make presentations to primary and secondary edu-
cation students.  Considerable effort has been put 
forth into developing this program, which is an off-
shoot of the Poster Contest that was active for sev-
eral years. 

In addition to a speakers program, the committee 
has submitted an application to the Maine Depart-
ment of Education for a grant under the No Child 
Left Behind Program, to work with high school 
teachers in the Lewiston/Auburn area in developing 
a curriculum that combines a forestry theme with 
education requirements outlined in Maine’s Learn-
ing Results Program.  We will know in June if SAF 
has been successful and will be awarded the grant. 

Black Fly & Mud Breakfasts  
An SRO crowd of more than 140 came to the 
southern NH Black Fly Breakfast held this year at 
the Canterbury Woods Country Club.  UNH Coop. 
Extension forestry specialist Karen Bennett intro-
duced the speakers and lead a lively pace between 
the discussions.  NH Timberland Assoc. Director 
Jasen Stock reported an unexpected new develop-
ment in approvals for the forestry wetlands permit 
and was concerned about the delay and expense 
this may incur.  The Dept. of Env. Services, NH 
Fish & Game and NH Natural Heritage Bureau de-
veloped a computer “Data Check” process which 

will be required of all applications for the forestry 
wetland permit.  Implementation was supposed to 
begin April 1, but has been postponed until after 
June1.  This may cost $25, depending on the in-
quiry results, and for those without adequate com-
puter access, may take up to 5 to 10 days to proc-
ess.  See the Natural Heritage Bureau section of 
www.dred.state.nh.us.   

UNH Coop. Ext. Forest Industry Specialist Sarah 
Smith  elicited reports from various timber industry 
representatives.  The sawlog market is flat or de-
clining, with the only bright spot being a steady de-
mand for wood chips for paper as well as biomass.  
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Things here in Vermont are pretty quiet at the mo-
ment. The Green Mountain Division met yesterday 
(May 16) and Scott Machinist accepted the office 
of Vice Chair. There was also discussion about 
possibly setting up a scholarship for upper class-
men to help them to complete thier forestry studies. 
This is in the discussion phase. The NESAF Winter 
Meeting in Fairlee went very, very well and every-
thing heard in evaluations, formal and otherwise, 
were very positive. I don't know that any records 
were broken but both NESAF and GMD will be get-
ting a very nice check once Russ Reay and Bob 
Burt  close the account out. 

One interesting item is that the Vermont Depart-
ment of Forests, Parks and Recreation is in the 
process of gearing up for the 100th year of forestry 
in Vermont. The beginning date of 1909 was cho-
sen as that is the year in which the first State For-
ester was appointed. Various committees have 
been formed and put to work. Anyone who wants 
to know more about this effort should contact ICS 
Commander Nate Fice at nate.fice@state.vt.us . A 
number of different projects, displays, video and 
related items are in the works. 

The legislature has finally gone home. I have not 
heard of any significant new laws or rules affecting 
forestry coming out of this year's session; at least, 
not yet. 

The Green Mountain National Forest has cele-
brated it 75th year having been signed into law in 
1932. 

In State Government the new Secretary of Natural 
Resources has unveiled a very ambitious reorgani-
zation plan for the Agency. Forestry is a very tiny 
little sliver in the organizational pie-chart so we are 
waiting to see what effect this new order will have 
on us. 

More chip burning heating systems are going in. 
Lamoille Union High School is installing a new 
chip-burning boiler to heat the school. Several hos-
pitals and other schools have switched over as 
well. The state complexes in Montpelier and 
Waterbury have heated with chips for years. 

Fire season was pretty frantic for a while until the 
rains came and the leaves finally broke bud. 

Competition at the global level is blamed for the 
dismal sawlog forecast.  The White Mountain Na-
tional Forest is building a new office in Campton 
and reports 5.5 million board feet of timber har-
vested from 9 sales in the past year.  An important 
outlet for hemlock pulp, the Finch-Pryne paper mill 
has been purchased by Atlas Holding Co, but will 
continue operating under the name Finch Paper 
LLC.      

State forester Phil Bryce reported the blowdown of 
at least 2,000 acres of trees on the upper Con-
necticut River valley from the April 15 and 16 dis-
aster storm.  The hemlock woolly adelgid quaran-
tine has been extended from parts of Rockingham 
County into parts of Hillsborough County.  The 
state is producing a new 10 year forest resources 
plan, with chapters added for fire/urban interface 
and urban/community forestry. 

UNH Coop. Ext. Wildlife Specialist Matt Tarr re-
ported on the NH Fish and Game Wildlife Action 
Plan.  Goal is to restore populations of threatened 
and endangered species and maintain other spe-
cies.  Twenty-seven habitats have been identified 
in the greatest need for conservation and Coop. 
Ext. will develop landowner education brochures 
on 9 habitats, along with management recommen-
dations. 

Geoff Jones of the Society for the Protection of 
NH Forests provided an excellent slide show on 
land protection efforts in the Monadnock region 
town of Stoddard. 

Further north in Lancaster, forest resource folks 
mobbed the Mud Season Breakfast on May 15.  
The morning program was similar to the Black Fly 
agenda with a north country emphasis.  Greg Ains-
worth reported on the status of the 5,000 acre Errol 
town forest.  Walt Wintturi updated us on the 
10,000 acre Randolph Community Forest.  Soil sci-
entist Joe Homer presented the WEB soil survey 
(websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov).  In the afternoon 
Dave Falkenham and Maggie Machinist led par-
ticipants in a visit to the 40,000 acre Nash Stream 
State Forest  to discuss forest soils, silviculture and 
fisheries.  Particular attention was afforded the ef-
fects of the massive dam failure/flood of 1969. 

Biomass Market 
In May, Public Service Company’s Schiller Station 
fired up their freshly converted 50 MW biomass 
plant in Portsmouth.  Governor Lynch was on hand 
for the opening ceremony.  Schiller will provide a 
market for 400,000 tons of low grade wood annu-
ally.  

GREEN MOUNTAIN - Ray Toolan 
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50,000 acres of Forest Reserves Dedicated on 
MA State Lands. 
For three years, the Div. of Fisheries and Wildlife, 
Dept of Conservation and Recreation – State For-
est and Watershed Divisions that manage the 
500,000 acres of state-owned forestland have 
been working together to establish a system of 
large forest reserves where commercial timber har-
vesting would not occur. Simultaneously, they  
have been working on management plans to guide 
sustainable forestry on state lands.  Overall, the 
plan is for 80% of the forest to be sustainably man-
aged and 20% set aside in large and small re-
serves.  This approach is part of the “Green Certifi-
cation” received by the Divisions in 2004 from the 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC). While there are 
several states now certified by FSC, our certifica-
tion is the only state that includes all environmental 
agency forestland. 

Summer Meeting... 
Co-hosted by Yankee Division and Massachusetts 
Chapter, Wednesday June 20, 2007,  Amherst MA.   
Tour of  Cowls Lumber sawmill and woodlands will 
include a visit to an active harvest on Cowls land 
and discussion of how the company is partnering 
with the Ruffed Grouse Society, MA Division of 
Fisheries and Wildlife, and the Wildlife Manage-
ment Institute to create early successional habitat.   

Listen to WFCR Urban Forestry Stories 
Recently, the DCR awarded an Urban Forestry 
Challenge Grant to the Western Massachusetts 
public radio station, WFCR 88.5 FM, to create a 
series of 10 urban forestry stories for its popular 
Field Notes program, hosted by Laurie Sanders. 
Field Notes is broadcast every Monday during 
Morning Edition, shortly after 6:30 and 8:30 a.m. 
Also check out the stories that have already been 
broadcast by visiting http://www.wfcr.org/ 
field_notes/index.html The stories done so far are: 
·     Town Forest Management 
·     Notable Trees in New England 
·     Breeding Pest-Resistant Chestnuts 
·     The Waverly Oaks 
·     Eagle Eye Institute 
·     Urban Street Tree Inventory  
·     Hemlock Woolly Adelgid: Forest Pest 
·     Sugar Maple, Fall Foliage and Fungi (archived 

in the plants and mushrooms section)  

Thanks to Paul Lyons (DCR) for alerting me to this. 

 

Massachusetts Forest Update 
The committee been working on proposed changes 
to the cutting regulations under the Forest Cutting 
Practices Act (Chapter 132). The Committee will be 
considering a series of proposed changes at the 
May 129h meeting at Harvard Forest in Petersham 
which if approved for publication, would be the sub-
ject of public hearings later this spring or summer. 
To see the draft regulation changes, go to www.
mass.gov/ dcr/stewardship/forestry/index. 

Prof. William MacConnell Tribute 
When William MacConnell passed away this 
March he left behind a legacy of stories and a fabu-
lous collection of maps and aerial photographs of 
Massachusetts.  A small group of former employ-
ees, graduate students and colleagues have 
started working with the UMass library and the De-
partment of Natural Resources Conservation to 
create a permanent collection about both the map-
ping program and the life and times of the Univer-
sity during his 50 years teaching there.  The collec-
tion of aerial photos from the 1950's to the last few 
years will be housed in the library, where they will 
be secure but available for people to use. The 
MapDown landuse maps from 1951 and 1971, for 
which Mac became so well known from his creation 
of the MacConnell Land Use System, will be in the 
library as well.  The archive will also focus on the 
National Wetlands Inventory mapping that occurred 
in MacConnell's remote sensing shop for 20 years.  
The Department has graciously agreed to allow 
these materials to be taken to the library, along 
with some of the equipment and associated pa-
pers. UMass archivist Sandy Lillydahl is seeking 
photographs, letters and other personal and pro-
fessional materials that describe the mapping office 
and what student and academic life at the Univer-
sity was like during that time. Those of you who 
worked or studied with Mac and have stories or 
materials that might be of interest to this collection 
should contact Sandy at the DuBuis Library Map 
Facility, second floor. The group is also hoping to 
plan an official opening of the collection this fall, 
with a time for former students, staff and friends to 
come together to swap old stories and memories.  
For more information check the Department of 
Natural Resources Conservation website at http://
www.umass.edu/nrc/index.html. 

Continuing Forestry Education (CFE) opportu-
nities and other continuing educational activi-
ties are compiled at:  http://forest.fnr.umass.edu/
foresterlicense/texts/upcoming.htm. 

MASSACHUSETTS - Randy Stone 
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room at the University of Connecticut in Storrs. For 
more information, contact Bill Bentley 
(billbentley@cox.net) or Steve Broderick (steve.
broderick@uconn.edu).  

DEP Forestry/CFPA Carbon Sequestration 
Studies 
The Connecticut DEP Division of Forestry and the 
Connecticut Forest and Park Association are con-
ducting studies on the potential of carbon seques-
tration by public and private forests in the state to 
create social and landowner benefits. Chris Con-
nelly (chris.donnelly@po.state.ct.us) is leading the 
DEP Forestry “Carbon Gang.”  

Dave Schroeder Scholarship 
A scholarship in honor of Dave Schroeder has 
been established at the University of Connecticut. 
Dave retired after 41 years on the faculty of the De-
partment of Natural Resources Management and 
Engineering, including over 20 years as chair, dur-
ing which he pulled together two smaller depart-
ments and recruited most of the current faculty. 
People who would like to donate to the scholarship 
fund should send checks made out to the Univer-
sity of Connecticut Foundation (Dave Schroeder 
Scholarship Fund on the memo line) and mail to 
Debbie Horton, Unit 4087, UConn, Storrs, CT 
06269-4087. 

Connecticut Professional Timber Producers 
Association 
The Connecticut Professional Timber Producers 
Association, Inc. (TIMPRO) was formed earlier this 

(Continued on page 18) 

New Connecticut BMP's Available Online 
“Best Management Practices for Water Quality 
While Harvesting Forest Products: 2007 Connecti-
cut Field Guide,” the new Best Management Prac-
tices (BMP) guide from the Connecticut DEP Divi-
sion of Forestry, is now available online at www.ct.
gov/dep/forestry.  

Plant Science Day 
Connecticut SAF will participate in Plant Science 
Day at the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment 
Station’s Lockwood Farm research facility in 
Hamden, CT on Wednesday, August 1, 2007.  This 
event gives the public an opportunity to discuss 
current research topics with the Station’s scientists, 
explore the research farm, and listen to informative 
talks. The goal is to promote agriculture and for-
estry, protect the environment, ensure safe foods, 
and to develop relationships among related organi-
zations. 

Forest Conservation and Forestry Research Fo-
rum  
On November 20, 2007, Connecticut SAF and the 
Goodwin Collaborative will co-sponsor a joint For-
est Conservation and Forestry Research Forum. 
The keynote speakers will be the US Forest Ser-
vice’s Al Todd, an expert on the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed, and Mary Tyrrell , the Executive Direc-
tor of Yale’s Global Institute of Sustainable For-
estry. They will present case studies demonstrating 
how science and policy can interact. The afternoon 
sessions will cover conservation policy, scientific 
forest management, and threats such as invasive 
species. The Forum will be held at the Rome Ball-

Envirothon 
2007 RI Envirothon will be held on May 17 at 
Camp Yawgoo in Hopkington, RI The camp, which 
is operated by the Narragansett Council, Boy 
Scouts of America, and located in Rockville, is one 
of the largest Boy Scout camps in the United 
States. The RI chapter of SAF is cosponsoring the 
event and assisted with the helping with the For-
estry component of the competition.  

“Golden”  Forester  
Jim Brown of Charlestown, RI received a pin and 
certificate acknowledging 50 years of SAF mem-
bership. Jim received his BS at University of Con-
necticut, MS at University of Rhode Island, and 
PHD from  Duke University. For many years, start-

ing in 1960, he served as a Professor at University 
of Rhode Island teaching courses in forest biology, 
wildlife management, silviculture, and forested wa-
tershed hydrology. Later in his career he began 
working as a forestry consultant to private technical 
assistance to forest landowners. He joins Walt 
Gould and Hans Bergey as Rhode Island forest-
ers  recognized for this achievement. 

Forest Products Expo 
The second annual Rhode Island  Forest Expo will 
be held in conjunction with the State Energy Expo 
on October 14, 2007 at the Crown Plaza in War-
wick.  

RHODE ISLAND - Gregg Cassidy 

CONNECTICUT - Ian Branson 
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Chair’s Column — George Frame  

I have spent the past few weeks reliving snippets 
of my past life in the Forest Service.  The ignition 
point for this memory lane stroll was a very long 
phone call from a friend who still works in the UP of 
Michigan and still wears the green uniform.  When 
we had worked together he was the Timber Man-
agement Assistant Ranger and I was the Other Re-
source Assistant Ranger and we both worked for a 
wonderful District Ranger named Richard “Dick” 
Brewster.  My friend called to inform me that Dick 
had passed away earlier that day, and we wept to-
gether and remembered. 

Dick was our mentor.  In those days it was an ex-
tremely important feature of the forester career 
path. Dick was commonly referred to as an ‘Old 
Time’ District Ranger even in the days before the 
Forest Service became ‘new’.  He had come up 
through the ranks, learning from his own ‘old time’ 
Rangers.  He had blended the myriad lessons he 
had learned into an approach to life and a manage-
ment philosophy that was full of caring but at the 
same time was direct and unflinching.  I can hear 
him sputtering around his ever present pipe from 
the adjoining office, complaining about the paper-
work keeping him from getting out in the field.  I 
should have known better and I can still feel the 
heat of having stepped fully into his bull’s-eye 
when I carelessly remarked that he wasn’t really a 
forester anymore because he never saw the forest 
for the people and paper.  It was then I understood 
APOPLEXY. After Dick loudly explained that what-
ever he did he would always be a forester, I slinked 
away and remained very small for the rest of the 
day.  

When I first arrived in Iron River, Dick took me for a 
drive to see the District.  He never drove if one of 
his staff was around so I was driving.  After the 
day, as we headed back to the office, we came to a 
stop sign.  I asked “Right or left?” His response 
echoes over 28 years; he said “You have to learn 
to make a decision sometime, might as well be 
now.” I turned left, traveled a mile or two and 
ended up in town feeling good about being right.  
Several weeks later I was at that same stop sign 
and being alone I figured I’d see what would hap-
pen if I turned left, so I did.  Several blocks later I 
ended up in town.  While he had me choose and 

(Continued on page 18) 

Councilor Report — Roger Dziengeleski  

Climate Change: 
At its upcoming June meeting your council will rat-
ify testimony addressing Global Climate Change as 
presented by John Helms and Michael Goergen.  
Testimony by past President John Helms was 
given to the House of Representatives Select Com-
mittee on Energy Dependence and Global Warm-
ing on April 26th while Executive Vice President 
Michael Goergen made his testimony before the 
House Natural Resources Committee on May 1st.  
Although the National SAF has yet to adopt a cli-
mate change position statement, it is clear from 
this testimony that the NE SAF Climate Change 
position is well supported at the national offices.  
The main point of the NE SAF position statement is 
that the highest contribution forests can make to 
the reduction of carbon loading is the direct substi-
tution of fossil fuel.  In his testimony, Michael Goer-
gen points out that forest biomass can be used to 
generate energy and could provide as much as 30 
percent of the nation’s renewable energy supply.  
John Helms takes this point one step further by 
pointing out that woody biomass could be used to 
produce ethanol more efficiently than corn, but that 
for this to happen we need a level playing field, 
where biomass gets the same subsidy under the 
Production Tax Credit as do wind and geothermal 
energy projects.  Currently, wind and geothermal 
receive double the credit that is available for woody 
biomass projects.  Both Michael and John go on to 
point out the importance of maintaining forest cover 
in the US and abroad; the need to manage those 
forests and the role forests play in carbon seques-
tration.   Since joining the council I’ve heard more 
comments form our members related to climate 
change than comments on all other topics put to-
gether.  Based on that interest, I urge you to go to 
the SAF web site (www.safnet.org) and read the 
testimonies for yourselves.   

Membership:  
We’re all tired of hearing about “membership” but if 
we want to have a strong voice in forming national 
policy on climate change and other important is-
sues, then we must take an interest in holding onto 
quality members as well as signing up new mem-
bers.  Influence comes in both quantity and quality.  
As of April 2007, NE SAF had 1,035 members.  
That’s just eleven short of our 2007 goal.   If only a 

(Continued on page 18) 

NE SAF AFFAIRS 
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Chair  (Continued from page 17) 
accept the consequences of that decision he had 
also provided me with an invisible safety net.  
That’s what a mentor does.  A mentor helps you 
come into your own and succeed. 

Dick’s lessons became ingrained in my life, 
whether I was in the Forest Service or on my own.  
They were life lessons, not just career lessons.  
There are many of us who are who we are be-
cause of mentors like Dick.  We are the legacy of 
the ‘old time’ foresters, and it is our responsibility to 
pass the lessons on to those hoping to begin or 
successfully maintain a career in forestry.  Would-
n’t it be good if we could each make as significant 
an impact on others as our mentors made on us? 
Someday one or two of the new crop of foresters 
may call us ‘old time’.  There’s nothing wrong with 
that, in fact, I’m looking forward it.          

 

Councilor  (Continued from page 17) 
few of the 96 members who have not yet renewed 
their membership sign up, we could attain our goal.  
Unfortunately, NE SAF has been losing about 80 
members a year since 2004.  We don’t have to find 
new members so much as we need to retain the 
members we already have!  A new member appli-
cation form is posted on the www.safnet.org web 
site.  Lets all plan to get one new member to sign 
up this year (and to encourage one existing mem-
ber to renew their membership this year).  Thanks 
for your help with this. 

Focus Groups:   
By the time this quarterly is distributed, some of 
you will have received an invitation to participate in 
a SAF focus group.  Each group will be made up of 
five members from different membership catego-
ries such as consultant, government, education, 
student, etc.  Even non-members and resigned 
members will be asked to participate.  A consult-
ant, Association Management & Marketing Re-
sources, is helping SAF with this effort which will 
produce a marketing plan for the society.  The 
questions that this effort will hopefully answer are:  
What are the member needs and wants?  Does the 
SAF meet those needs and wants? And, how can 
the SAF be relevant?  Maintaining contact with a 
diverse membership and constantly improving 
membership services in the areas selected by 
them is an important part of being an efficient or-
ganization.  We cannot afford to waste staff time in 
areas not needed by the members or to omit ser-
vices which are important to the members.  We 
should all look forward to the results of this effort 
as it will make the SAF a better organization. 

Connecticut (Continued from page 16) 
year from the old Connecticut Wood Producers As-
sociation (WOODPAC).  The mission of TIMPRO is 
to address the growing need for an organization to 
represent the vital interests of the harvesters and 
sawmills of Connecticut, to promote the use of 
Connecticut's renewable forest resources, and to 
enhance the image of the Connecticut forest prod-
ucts industry throughout the state (www.timproct.
org).  
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CFE Update 

Northam D. Parr,  
UNH Cooperative Extension 

3785 Dartmouth College Highway, Box 8 
North Haverhill, NH 03774-4936 

Tel: 603-787-6944 Fax: 603-787-2009 
grafton@ceunh.unh.edu 

Northeastern Forest & Conservation Nursery Assoc - 7/16-19/07, Concord, NH                                       10.5/I 
 

Yankee Division & Mass. Chapter SAF Summer Meeting - 6/20/07, N. Amherst, MA                                1.5/I 
 

Mass. Assoc. of Professional Foresters, Inc.-6/13/07, Northampton, Ma                                                     4.0/I 
 

Protecting & Enhancing Watersheds Workshop-6/5-7/07, Portland, ME                                                   15.5/I 
 

Maine SAF Summer Meeting-5/24/07, Bethel, ME                                                                                    3.0/I 
 

Aerial Photo Interpretation Workshops for Beginners, 5/22/07 - Durham, NH & 5/24/07 - Thornton, NH   2.0/I 
                                                                                                                                                                          

Advanced Aerial Photo Interp. Workshops 5/23/07-Durham, NH & 5/25/07-Thornton, NH                        5.0/I 
 

Plum Creek Herbicide/Forestry Training-5/3/07-Bingham, Me.                                                                  3.0/I 
 

Forest Health Information Meeting-4/5/07-White River Jct., Vt.                                                                 4.5/I 

SAF Continuing Sessions Assigned—For listing of CFEs check www.safnet.org 
For other, upcoming NH Forestry workshops/meetings,  check www.extension.unh.edu  

Activity/Date/Location                                                                                                                    Hours/Category  

NE SAF Membership Trend 

-

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

Ju
l-

03

N
ov

-0
3

F
eb

-0
4

A
pr

-0
4

O
ct

-0
4

D
ec

-0
4

F
eb

-0
5

Ju
n-

05

Ju
l-

05

N
ov

-0
5

A
pr

-0
6

A
ug

-0
6

D
ec

-0
6

F
eb

-0
7

A
pr

-0
7

MA

CT

RI

UMass

Yale

Yankee

UMO

ME

UVM

VT

UNH

NH

At Large



20 

 

 

�
 NEWS QUARTERLY 
 Bradford Wyman, Editor 
 53 Wyman Road 
 West Dummer, NH 03588 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

��������	
�
�����

����

�����
����	������������

����	
�������

����
�������������	�������������	�������������	�������������	� ���

 

February 27-29, 2008 
 

 NESAF/NYSAF 
 

 First Ever 
Combined Annual Meeting 

 
at the  

 
������������	
��

��
��������
���������
�

 For more information, contact Jerry Milne at milne1@juno.com 


